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In the face of extortion and illegitimate claims by U.S. authorities to apply Title III of the Helms Burton Act, 
Cuba reiterates to its economic partners and to the foreign companies that invest in the country all the 

necessary guarantees for the investment and management of joint projects in our economy. The full text of 
the statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cuba on this subject is reproduced in this issue.

Likewise, Cuba Foreign Trade magazine addresses, starting with this issue, a series of works on Cuban ex-
ports that we hope will be of interest both to our associates and to their present and potential foreign partners.

After exposing basic concepts of the country’s policy in this field, a territorial approach is initiated that in-
tends to review the export potential in a group of provinces, a task that will be continued in the next issues.

Other pages summarize important aspects of the international tours of Vice President Ricardo Cabrisas 
and Minister Rodrigo Malmierca.

The recently held Habano Festival, which in this edition we review, was dedicated to pay tribute to the 500 
years of our capital, which precisely gives its prestigious cigars their name.

I take this opportunity to greet the participants in the General Assembly of Associates of our Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as to invite national and foreign businessmen to participate in the next ExpoCaribe fair, 
which will take place in Santiago de Cuba from June 19th through the 22nd.

Message from the President

Orlando Hernández Guillén
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejects in the 
strongest terms the new escalation in the US 

aggressive behavior against Cuba.
The US State Department announced today the 

decision to allow, as from March 19 this year, the 
filing of lawsuits before US courts under Title III 
of the Helms-Burton Act only against Cuban com-
panies included in the List of Restricted Entities 
issued by that government on November of 2017, 
which was updated one year later. This arbitrary 
and illegitimate list, intended to tighten the block-
ade and expand its extraterritorial effects, forbids 
US citizens from engaging in direct financial trans-
actions with the aforementioned entities.

The announcement made by the US State De-
partment also indicated that it would suspend 
only for 30 days the possibility to initiate legal ac-
tion with the same purposes against other Cuban 
entities or foreign companies which maintain com-
mercial or economic relations with Cuba.

Since its entry into force in 1996, the Helms-Bur-
ton Act has sought to universalize the economic 
blockade through brutal and illegal pressures ex-
erted by the United States against third countries, 
their governments and companies. It is intended 
to suffocate the Cuban economy and generate or 
increase shortages among the population with the 
purpose of imposing in Cuba a government that 
serves the interests of the US.

Given the illegitimate character of the goals 
they pursue, which are contrary to Internation-
al Law, the Helms-Burton Act and the blockade 
arouse universal rejection, which has been reiterat-
ed for almost three decades at the most important 
regional and international fora.  The most recent 
example of that was the United Nations General 
Assembly meeting held on November 1, when said 
policy was rejected through 10 consecutive votes, 
thus leaving the US in complete isolation.

STATEMENT OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
of cuba: Firm Rejection of Cuba to the New 

Aggressive Escalade of the United States
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Title II of the Helms-Burton Act states that the 
overthrowing of the revolutionary government, 
the subsequent tutelage by a US interventor and 
the ultimate establishment of a counterrevolution-
ary government   subordinated to Washington 
would unequivocally pursue the return or compen-
sation to former owners for all the properties that 
they or their descendants might claim, regardless 
of whether or not they were US citizens at the mo-
ment when the nationalizations took place or since 
they abandoned them. During all that period, the 
economic blockade would continue to be fully im-
plemented.

Consequently, Cubans would be forced to re-
turn, reimburse or pay to US claimants for the 
house where they live, the area on which their com-
munities are built, the arable land  where they farm 
their products, the school where their children are 
educated, the hospital or polyclinic where  they 
receive medical assistance, the place where their 
workplace is located or where they have a private 
business, and also for subsidized services such as 
electricity, water, and communications enjoyed by 
the population.

This is an aspiration that can only be conceived 
by the minds of those who identify Cuba as a co-
lonial possession.  According to the Helms-Burton 
Act, the economic blockade would be lifted only 
when that ambition is fulfilled.

This law relies on two fundamental lies: the no-
tion that nationalizations carried out soon after 
the triumph of the Revolutionary were illegitimate 
or inappropriate and that Cuba is a threat to the US 
national security.

Cuban nationalizations were carried out in ac-
cordance with the law, strictly abiding by the Con-
stitution and in conformity with International Law. 
All nationalizations included processes of fair and 
appropriate compensation, something that the 
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US government refused to consider.  Cuba reached 
and honored global compensation agreements 
with other nations which are today investing in 
Cuba, such as Spain, Switzerland, Canada, United 
Kingdom, Germany, and France.

The real threat against regional peace and secu-
rity are the irresponsible declarations and actions 
of the US government as well as the destabilizing 
plans against Latin America and the Caribbean 
aimed at pursuing the stated purpose of imposing 
the Monroe Doctrine.

The Act of Reaffirmation of Cuban Dignity and 
Sovereignty of December 24, 1996 states that the 
Helms-Burton Act is illegal, inapplicable and has no 
legal value or effect whatsoever. It considers null 
and void any claim under that law by any natural or 
juridical person. 

According to that law, claims for compensation 
for nationalized properties could be part of a nego-
tiation process based on equality, mutual respect 
between the governments of Cuba and the United 
States, and be “reviewed together with the indem-
nifications the Cuban State and people are entitled 
to as a result of the damages caused by the block-
ade and aggressions of every sort, of which the US 
government is responsible”. It also makes it clear 
that those who resort to procedures or mecha-
nisms under the Helms-Burton Act to in detriment 
of others shall be excluded from possible future 
negotiations.

The Cuban Government reiterates to all econom-
ic partners and foreign companies operating in Cuba 
that full guarantees will be granted to foreign in-
vestments and joint projects. Article 28 of the Cuban 
Constitution, which was ratified by an overwhelm-
ing majority on February 24, 2019, also recognizes 
those guarantees, which are also included in Law 
No. 118 on Foreign Investments of March 29, 2014. 

Today’s decision imposes additional obstacles 
to our economic development and progress goals, 
but the United States will keep on failing to achieve 
its main purpose of submitting by force the sover-
eign will of Cubans and our determination to build 
socialism. The majority feelings of the peoples of 
Cuba and the United States in favor of improving 
relations and establishing a civilized and respectful 
coexistence shall prevail.

Havana, March 4, 2019

Sourse: Granma Daily Paper



Taking into account the paramount importance of 
exports for the Cuban economy and their essen-
tial character in the current situation, Cuba For-
eign Trade starts in this issue a series of works on 
the subject.

Time for 
exports



It is nothing new to say that exporting is impor-
tant for Cuba. This is evidenced by history and 

statistics. What is new is to emphasize that in the 
current circumstances of blockade and complexi-
ties in foreign finances, exporting is not only im-
portant but vital and indispensable.  

Surely it is useful to begin with some historical 
data.

Colonial Times
From the early days of the Spanish colony, with 

the gathering of fleet ships in Havana to transport 
the fruits of looting to the metropolis and the nec-
essary permanence in port for certain periods, the 
supply to ships and sailors was a form of trade in 
services, long before the rise of cruises. The con-
struction of ships for Spain with precious woods 
and local labor also dates from those days.

Then came the development based on sugar, to 
the extent that the slogan “No sugar, no country” 
became a generally accepted idea.

In recent decades, sugar has lost the leading 
role it always had in Cuba. For centuries it held a 
privileged position in the country’s entire life, not 
only in the economy, but in the very way of living 
and thinking. In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, 
sugar production had a true boom that brought it 
to the forefront of the Cuban economy with effects 
throughout the world.

It was none other than Baron Alexander de 
Humboldt in his 1826 Political Essay on the Island 
of Cuba who wrote: “At this time (1825) Cuba ex-
ports through legal channels one fourth of the 
sugar from all the Antilles and one eighth of all the 
sugar that goes from equatorial America to Europe 
and the United States.”

Throughout the 19th century Cuban sugar in-
creasingly grew and sweetened the world, particu-
larly the United States, until sugar cane started to 
be burned by the Cuban forces in the wars of inde-
pendence against Spain.

Exports
Historical Review

A CALLING FOR EXPORTS
Exporting is the determining source of income required to finance social policy, economic growth and 
the foundation of the nation’s prosperity.

Cuban Sugar Mill, Enrique García Cabrera, 1936

Further Development
Despite completely different political and eco-

nomic circumstances, some basic features of our 
exports remained virtually unchanged in essence, 
namely:

- Concentration in sugar and a few other lines, 
mainly raw materials

- Concentration in a few markets: the United 
States until 1959-60, and the Soviet Union and oth-
er socialist countries until the early 1990s.   
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Exports

And at the opening of the 20th century, the Cu-
ban scholar Don Fernando Ortiz symbolized the 
very essence of Cuban when he added it to tobacco 
in his book “Cuban Counterpoint of Tobacco and 
Sugar.”

The National Poet Nicolás Guillén, in his classic 
“Sóngoro Cosongo” wrote in 1931:

The Black man next to the cane field
The Yankee over the cane field 
The land under the cane field
It’s blood that we’re losing!

Other lines such as nickel, owned by U.S. com-
panies added to sugar and tobacco. A trade in ser-
vices began to grow, especially in tourism, linked 
not only to natural beauties, sun and beach, but 
also to the decision of turning Cuba (Las Vegas of 
the Caribbean) into a center of not so pleasant ac-
tivities as were casinos, prostitution, rampant cor-
ruption and drug trafficking. The U.S. mafia was at 
the helm of this new export of “services.” In fact, 
this displacement of the sugar agroindustry by the 
leisure industry was already beginning to be per-
ceived in the interest of U.S. investors.

From 1959 onwards, the geographical reorien-
tation of foreign trade was achieved, now mainly 
directed at the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries.

Guillén’s poetry already sounded different in 
the verses of  “The Hummingbird Sings in the Tur-
quino”, from 1964:

Born in Cuba, far away next to a palm grove
Transit, yes. I’m leaving. 
Sugar? Yes, sir.
Sugar, right in the middle of the sea. 
In the sea? A sea of sugar, then?
A sea.

However, in the early 1990s, the main target 
markets for our traditional exports were lost. The 
extinction of the USSR and remaining socialist Eu-
ropean countries impacted Cuba’s exports in all 
respects. From one day to the next, all short, me-
dium and long term agreements and deals, along 
with contracts for the purchase and sale of goods, 
lost their validity.

Beginning in the 1990s
Important decisions were taken in the 1990s 

that profoundly changed the structure of the ex-
port offer. 

Trade in services became predominant, led by 
a rapidly growing tourism, now based not only on 

sun and sand, but also on culture, history, ecology, 
and safety.  

Scientific poles were created, together with 
the development of science and its application in 
productive organizations of selected sectors such 
as biotechnology and the medical-pharmaceutical 
industry.  Work has been done in the interest of 
diversifying commercial relations and promoting 
exports of  goods and services. 

The search for new markets is expanding in re-
gions such as Europe, Russia, Asia-Pacific (China, 
Vietnam, Japan and others), Canada, the Greater 
Caribbean (Venezuela, Mexico, Caricom countries, 
etc.), Africa and the Middle East.

The Blockade: Main Obstacle 
Since the official establishment of the econom-

ic, commercial and financial blockade on February 
7, 1962, a dense web of executive and legislative de-
cisions by the U.S. government began to be woven.

In the last 10 years, the U.S. government im-
posed large fines to U.S. companies and to U.S. citi-
zens who visited the island, as well as to companies 
and banks from other nations.

Exports and their Determinant Character 
for Cuba

In the current economic and political environ-
ment, the development and diversification of ex-
ports is a problem of security, sovereignty and na-
tional independence. 

It also represents the fundamental and deter-
mining source of income required to finance social 
policy and economic growth. Export is, therefore, 
the foundation of the nation’s prosperity.

Sources: Information supplied by the General 
Division of Foreign Trade and the Exports Division, 
both of MINCEX; “The Stages of Cuban Foreign 
Trade”, in Cuba Foreign Trade no. 1/2007; “The Nec-
essary Turning Point in our Foreign Trade”, in Cuba 
Foreign Trade no. 1/2011; Cuba Contemporánea no. 
9/2014.
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Exports

Exports of goods according to sections of the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC)

Exports by Geographical Areas

Source: Statistical Yearbook 2016, Onei
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- to promote the specialization of sectors through 
export poles, industrial and scientific-technological 
parks, special zones, and high-tech companies 

- to diversify and expand the export portfolio 
- to encourage the articulation of state entities 

with non-state forms of management 
- to ensure quality and safety standards
•	 Certain items have been selected to focus 

efforts and resources in the period 2019-2021 
- nickel
- sugar
- tobacco
- bee honey
- charcoal
- rum
- biopharmaceuticals
- sea products 
- medical services 
- tourism
- telecommunication services 
- educational, cultural and sports services

Malmierca pointed out that the Strategy de-
fines the main work lines for tourism for the years 
2019-2021, in which the diversification of tourist 
products and destination markets have an impor-
tant weight, as well as the generation of produc-
tive chains with the national industry.

In recent meetings, Cuban President Miguel Diaz-
Canel highlighted the priority of all processes re-

lated to foreign trade and foreign investment for 
the country’s development. In this issue, Cuba For-
eign Trade magazine presents a summary of the el-
ements discussed in those meetings on the subject 
of exports of goods and services.

Council of Ministers Met in February
In the course of a meeting of the Council of Min-

isters held last February, the Minister of Foreign 
Trade and Foreign Investment (MINCEX) Rodrigo 
Malmierca presented the Comprehensive Export 
Strategy for Goods and Services.

To prepare it, a diagnosis was made that con-
firmed the problems affecting the current situa-
tion of exports, some of which are not competi-
tive, have low technological integration and are 
highly concentrated.

Essential elements of this strategy were pre-
sented, such as:

•	 Strengths and opportunities: human capi-
tal, Cuban goods with high recognition in the world 
market and potentialities in services.

•	 Objectives:
- to increase exports annually and steadily
- to modernize the national industry by applying 

innovation and promoting production chains
- to develop export funds in each territory

Elements of the Strategy

EXPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT

Exports
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Minister Rodrigo Malmierca said that particu-
lar attention is paid to links with priority countries 
and regional integration with Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

According to Malmierca, there is an urgent need 
to diversify markets, since 70% of the exchange of 
goods remains concentrated in a small group of 
nations such as Venezuela, China, Spain, Canada, 
Mexico, Brazil, Russia, Italy, Germany, and France.

He commented on the follow-up to the agree-
ments and initiatives that arose after the recent 
visits of the Cuban President to countries in Europe 
and Asia, as well as others at a high level.

As for the export of services, the following lines 
have been defined:

- to diversify and expand businesses 
- to ensure collection  
- to increase the participation of health tourism
- to materialize investment services and process-

es with real possibilities.
It was emphasized that by combining foreign 

investment, the use of credits, and the export of 
services, the country can greatly increase its rev-
enues.

2018 Mincex Balance Meeting
President Diaz-Canel insisted on the priority giv-

en to exports. He urged to accompany all processes 
with the respective legislation, to accelerate the 
implementation of the Single Window, to diversify 
the export items and markets, as well as to deepen 
market studies and follow-up mechanisms to busi-
nesses in process.

To work with the territories in identifying ex-
port possibilities beyond traditional products; to 
supervise the quality of exports; control the qual-
ity of exports, to elaborate a good offer for the 
cruise ships that arrive in the country; and to man-
age more efficiently the collection of payments 
from exports.

Díaz Canel: “It must be achieved that the 
export incentives reach all the links of the 
export chain, particularly the producer.”

Granma, Friday, March 15, 2019

Exports
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Díaz-Canel: “From an office you cannot 
know what is going on in an enterprise that 
may have export potential.”

Diaz-Canel: “To strengthen all foreign trade 
structures, both in the business and institu-
tional spheres; and productive chains with 
foreign investment, exports, tourism and 
all actors in the national economy.”

Malmierca: “Exports are the fundamental 
key to obtain the income required today by 
the country for its development.”

Malmierca: “Several measures are being 
studied to encourage the entire export 
chain, with emphasis on those that directly 
produce goods and services.”



It was reiterated that first-rate tasks result from 
stimulating exports, eliminating all obstacles that 
restrict them and identifying export opportunities 
in all territories.

Sources: Granma Daily Paper 

As part of the fundamental problems, he men-
tioned the technological and infrastructure obso-
lescence of the national industry, accumulation of 
overdue payments, insufficient incentive to entities 
and individuals participating in exports, as well as 
poor diversification of markets and export items.

He emphasized on export strategies for char-
coal, honey, rum, sugar, nickel and cobalt, as well 
as fruits and vegetables, although some quality de-
ficiencies have not been fully addressed.

Although the country’s trade exchange grew by 
5% (in 2018), he said that problems persist in con-
tracting, the quality of exports and demurrage of 
ships and containers.

“Quality is a prerequisite for successful mar-
ket access and increased export earnings.”

Source: Forum de Comercio Internacional 
Magazine, International Trade Centre 

“Trade consists in the exchange of foreign 
products for our products; not in the intro-
duction of foreign items with no way out for 
ours, because this would improve the situa-
tion of others and fatally harm ours.”

José Martí, “Escenas Mexicanas”, Revista Uni-
versal, Mexico, October 16 ,1875, band 6, p. 
349.

Malmierca: “To make the real and sustained 
leap in exports, ensuring adequate diversifi-
cation of external links.”

Exports
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Exports
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SOME EXPORT GOODS



SOME EXPORT GOODS

Exports
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SOME EXPORT GOODS

Exports
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EXPORT IN THE GUIDELINES

We have selected some twenty moments from 
the Guidelines for the Economic and Social Policy 
of the Party and the Revolution that refer, from 
different angles, to exports. Others are related to 
it, even if indirectly. We present this to you as a 
sample of the importance that must inevitably be 
given to exports as vital element not only for the 
economy, but for the existence of the nation. 

INTRODUCTION

To prioritize the growth and diversification of 
exports and import substitution, designing pro-
grams and special measures to support them, in-
cluding closed financing schemes, which allow the 
decentralized use of foreign exchange.

To recover the export capacity in traditional 
items; increasing it steadily and diversifying the ex-
ports of goods and services.

II. MACROECONOMIC POLICIES

44. An appropriate relationship between the 
imported component of domestic production and 
the hard currency earning capacity of the economy.

FISCAL POLICY

61. To maintain the application of fiscal stimuli 
that promote national production in key sectors of 
the economy, especially exportable funds.

III. FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY

64. To guarantee the integral application of com-
mercial, fiscal, credit, tariff, labor, and other policies 
that ensure the expected results of Cuban foreign 
trade in terms of export development.

FOREIGN TRADE

76. To increase and consolidate the income from 
goods and service exports, for which it will be nec-
essary to provide a solution to all those situations 
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Exports

of internal order that today are obstacles to ex-
port; to create a real exporter vocation at all levels 
and to base the most important and strategic deci-
sions on objective and updated market studies.

77. To diversify the destination of export goods 
and services, in addition to maintaining priority 
and attention to the country’s main partners, and 
achieve greater stability in obtaining income.

78. To diversify the export structure of goods 
and services, with preference for those with the 
highest added value and technological content.

79. To expand and consolidate price protec-
tion mechanisms for products quoted in the stock 
exchange that are sold by Cuba (nickel, sugar, oil, 
coffee, among others), as a means of protecting 
planned price levels.

80. To develop a comprehensive strategy for 
the export of services, particularly professional 
services, that prioritizes the sale of projects or 
technological solutions, and provides for flexible 
analysis of the hiring of individual labor force. This 
will include the creation of the appropriate legal 
framework and efficient commercial structures, 
with the capacity to promote partnerships with 
foreign capital, in order to ensure the optimum use 
of the potential created in the country.



VII. AGRO-INDUSTRIAL POLICY

174. To organize agricultural production in those 
activities that generate external income or substi-
tute imports, applying a systemic or supply chain 
approach that includes not only primary produc-
tion, but all the links that are part of the agro-
industrial complex. These chains would be devel-
oped with the system’s own resources, based on 
net income from exports or savings from import 
substitution.

179. To recover the national citrus production 
and ensure the efficient commercialization of its 
products in the international markets.

194. To gradually increase the production of 
sugar and sugarcane derivatives until it reaches 
the foreign exchange revenues that will make it 
possible to finance the total operating costs plus 
the value of the investments made, finally making 
a net contribution to the country. The behavior of 
the sugar price in the international market must 
be taken into account when forming the purchase 
prices of sugarcane and sugar to producers.

196. To achieve a rational exploitation of the 
fishing resources of the platform and increase the 
productive levels and efficiency of this activity, 
mainly in aquaculture, raising the technological 
discipline, the adequate mastery of genetic, and 
aquaculture practices. To achieve net external rev-
enues to finance the import of those items that 
cannot be produced in the country.

197. To orient industrial development as a fun-
damental direction towards the promotion of ex-
ports, reducing their imported component.  
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Exports

81. To develop and implement a strategy that 
guarantees new markets for the export of medical 
services and products of the medical-pharmaceuti-
cal industry.

82. To recover and strengthen the shellfish ex-
port markets (lobsters and shrimp), as well as re-
view the current marketing schemes to make them 
more flexible.

83. To work to ensure that all goods and ser-
vices destined for international markets meet the 
highest quality standards.

84. To guarantee the sustainability of the pro-
duction cycle of export lines and design the organi-
zation of the schemes for this purpose.

89. To promote international cooperation and 
complementariness agreements in the industrial 
sector that favor higher added-value exports.

V. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 
POLICY

132. To improve the organizational, legal and 
institutional conditions to establish types of eco-
nomic organization that guarantee the combina-
tion of scientific research and technological inno-
vation, rapid and effective development of new 
products and services, their efficient production 
with adequate quality standards, and internal and 
export marketing management, which results in a 
contribution to society and stimulation of the cycle 
reproduction. To extend these concepts to the sci-
entific activity of the universities.
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International Agricultural and Food Fair 2019

FIAGROP MAINTAINS ITS CHARACTER, 
TRANSFORMS AND DIVERSIFIES ITSELF
The 22nd International Agricultural and Food Fair 

took place on March 18-24 at the Rancho Boye-
ros fairgrounds in Havana.

The inaugural speech was held by José Miguel 
Rodríguez, vice-minister of Agriculture. A special 
guest at the opening of the event was Doctor Ali 
Mohamed Sheik, vice-president of the United Re-
public of Tanzania. 

The Cuban minister of Agriculture Gustavo Ro-
dríguez Rollero told the press that FIAGROP keeps 
developing and improving. On this occasion the 
purpose has been to exceed the mere exhibition to 
become a meeting place for business, exchanges 
and promotion.

Rodríguez underlined that the Fair would have 
business meetings organized by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Cuba and the ministries of Agricul-
ture, Food Industry and Foreign Trade and Foreign 
Investment, plus the Azcuba business group.

Undoubtedly, one of the Fair’s most important ob-
jectives is to promote the recovery of cattle farming, 
the most impaired branch of the agricultural and live-
stock farming sector during the Special Period.

However, although retaining its original charac-
ter of a livestock farming feast, FIAGROP has been 
gradually transforming and shows advances in the 
diversification of its contents.

Thus, this 22nd edition showcased products and 
technologies from the different projects of the   agri-
cultural and livestock farming sector, which included:

- the food industry
- the sugar business group
- the enterprises that make up the agricultural 

system
- agricultural and livestock farming coopera-

tives with diverse production profiles
- individual producers.
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The projects of this sector cover:

- the increase of the national productions
- the recovery of cattle farming
- the development of sheep, goats and pigs 

farming
- the production of the fattening pole through 

foreign investment projects
- the technological modernization of the egg 

production
- the increase of the traditional export items.

Also promoted as high priority targets are:

Cooperatives, enterprises and producers from 
14 of the 15 Cuban provinces attended FIAGROP as 
well as exhibitors from 22 countries, among them 
Spain, Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Poland, South Ko-
rea, Italy, Vietnam, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
Slovakia, Puerto Rico, Panama, Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Colombia, Nicaragua and Antigua and Barbuda.

- the identification of new export products
- the supplies for the tourist industry
- the improvement of the collecting centers
- a sugar cane/sugar program
- a wide program for the construction of bio-
electrical plants
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The exhibition and commercialization included 
livestock specimens as well as poultry. Various 
technologies, equipment, machinery and imple-
ments related to the production process of this 
sector were also exhibited.

Cuban exhibitors from enterprises and coopera-
tives from all over the country presented over 2 150 
specimens of milk cows, buffalos, horses, sheep, 
goats, rabbits and birds. 
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The promotion of foreign investment, one of 
the purposes of the event, included the presenta-
tion of the export portfolio of opportunities for 
the present year, with over one hundred projects 
in the agricultural and food sector.

The event also included a program of scientific-
technical conferences and workshops, in addition 
to clinics and business rounds.



The investment will produce an increase in the 
current production and will increase the quality of 
the products and the commercialization of juices 
and essential oils of citrus fruits, as well as pulp, 
juice and preserves of other tropical fruits, accord-
ing to the standards demanded by the national and 
foreign markets.

- A governmental delegation from Antigua and 
Barbuda presided over by the Minister of Agriculture, 
and the president of the Empresa Cubana Exporta-
dora y Comercializadora Agropecuaria, CATEC signed a 
contract of technical assistance aimed at boosting the 
agricultural development of Antigua and Barbuda.

- The Centro National de Sanidad Agropecuaria 
CENSA, made a presentation on the occasion of its 
50th anniversary. The celebrations culminated with 
the granting of prizes to the winners of a contest 
organized during the week of the event.

- The director of the mercantile society Ga-
nadería S.A. informed the press that six to eight 
joint ventures are to be created in Cuba in 2019 for 
the production of poultry and pork. The Cuban 
business woman said negotiations with Danish 
partners are about to conclude for the establish-
ment of two facilities for the production of pork 
meat in the provinces of Villa Clara and Cienfuegos.

In short, Fiagrop was confirmed as the most 
important showcase of the Cuban agriculture, live-
stock and food sector.

Sources: Newspaper Juventud Rebelde and ACN
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Among the themes that were introduced and 
debated were the use of invasive plants to obtain 
biomass as well as scientific-technical packages 
from research centers such as the Forestry Center 
and the Experimental Fodder Station.

Clinics were carried out on the handling of the 
animal mass during chirurgical and reproductive 
processes.

Sports were also present with the celebration 
of the National Rodeo Contest and an international 
cowboy meeting.

Some Agreements and Moments of Interest at 
Fiagrop

- The Tropical Contramaestre joint venture was 
set up for the industrialization of agricultural prod-
ucts, essentially fruits and vegetables for national 
and international commercialization. The docu-
ment was signed by Ritzi González Miret in repre-
sentation of the Cuban mercantile society Cítricos 
Caribe S.A. and Daniel Rivas, president of Tropical 
Food Investment Caribbean, a company estab-
lished in Panama that supplies technologies and 
industrial equipment. 



It is important to evaluate the possibilities of re-
covering historical productions such as the Califor-
nia pepper, which has specific markets and commit-
ted producers to send products abroad. However, 
the commercializing entity and the state control au-
thority over agricultural productions still have not 
come to an agreement.

Important lines of well-known brands in the inter-
national market such as the Conchita and Guayabita 
del Pinar productions have not been exported for 
more than five years due to technological impair-
ment of their production centers. 

However, it has been possible to rescue the leaf 
tobacco production and the anti-D hyperimmune 
blood plasma as well bee honey by-products such 
as propoforte, wax, and propolis. Huge efforts are 
being made to incorporate four assortments of 
Ron El Valle and to rescue with foreign capital the 
two copper assortments at 18 and 30 %, the pine 
resin with added values of rosin and turpentine, 
and the production of electric energy from the for-
est biomass.

Artemisa
This province is working on the increase of nine 

agricultural assortments as exportable items, with 
possibilities in the short and medium term, such 
as: pepper, hot pepper, carrot, mamey, avocado, 
mango, banana, and passion fruit.

The exporting potential of different territories 
was extensively analyzed during recent visits 

paid by President Miguel Díaz-Canel and vice minis-
ters of foreign trade and foreign investment.

The goal is to increase the income produced by 
traditional exports and those present today in in-
ternational markets, although the promotion of 
new export productions is also a first-rank target.

It was confirmed that the western provinces 
have considerable potential in already established 
export items and others in development, such 
as charcoal in different formats, bee honey, pine 
resin, fish by-products, fruits and vegetables, and 
beverages. 

Starting with this issue, Cuba Foreign Trade will 
include territorial approaches based on informa-
tion supplied by the Mincex territorial delegations, 
in this case the western delegation.

The priority for Mincex at present is to update 
the map of exports of each territory, which makes 
it possible to classify them by categories, namely:

- products already established in the market
- products in development
- products being promoted for export.

This information will continue to be provided in 
future issues.

Pinar del Rio
In this province, 38 assortments have been 

identified with possibilities of being exported, 19 
of them right away.

However, the production chains still show diffi-
culties that hinder the exporting activity, such as 
the lack of integration of essential elements con-
necting the interests of producers and marketers. 

Stability is required in the raw materials supply 
to be able to export the 13 products of Empresa de 
Industrias Locales Varias. 

TERRITORIAL APPROACH

THE WEST
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Isle of Youth
This special municipality is working to recover 

the citrus plantations, especially grapefruit, which 
was their main export item, together with by-prod-
ucts such as grapefruit juice concentrate, essential 
oils, aromas, and orange jams.

The possibility of exporting marble slabs is be-
ing studied. Tomato puree and fruit pulp produc-
tions, currently supplied as raw material for export 
productions, were also targeted.

In addition, considering the strong presence of 
projects with foreign capital input in the territory, 
conditions are being created to obtain goat and 
buffalo milk quantities from Los Naranjos Genetic 
Enterprise for sale in the domestic market, and the 
production of special meat cuts. 

Efforts are likewise being made to rescue the 
traditional wine production and citrus and fishing 
productions.

Mayabeque
In this province there are possibilities for the 

export of more than 14 agricultural products such 
as aloe vera gel, frozen yucca, hot turmeric pepper, 
ginger, charcoal, orange dough sweet potato, and 
guacamole or avocado, and for the evaluation of 
various fruits such as soursop, mango, mamey, and 
others. 

On the other hand, there are industrial capaci-
ties that would make possible, with scheduled fi-
nancing taking into account the possibilities of 
liquidity, the substitution of imports in lines as im-
portant as Vitral paints, electric conductors, fish-
ing, refractories, and furniture for tourist facilities. 

TERRITORIAL APPROACH
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Taking into account the interest of the topic for 
the members of the Chamber of Commerce and 

other readers, Cuba Foreign Trade presents the fol-
lowing explanations of the Legal Director of the 
Chamber, Lic. Natacha Gumá:

Application of the REX System in Cuba 
In 2018, the Swiss authorities informed that the 

beneficiary countries of Switzerland’s generalized 
system of preferences should participate in the Ex-
porter Register System (REX) in order to continue 
benefiting from the preferences under its unilat-
eral scheme. 

Exporter Register System

APPLICATION OF NEW REGISTRATION 
IN CUBA
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Consequently, Cuba informed of its participa-
tion and the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic 
of Cuba has been appointed as the national author-
ity to carry out the registration of Cuban compa-
nies in the REX System. 

What is the REX system?
The Exporter Register System is the new system 

of certification of the origin of products that the 
European Union (EU) is progressively implement-
ing for the purposes of its preferential trade agree-
ments.  It will be applied for the first time to the 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP), through 
which the EU unilaterally grants tariff preferences 
to developing countries.  It will then apply to other 
unilateral EU trade systems and agreements. 
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It is important to note that the REX system is 
expected to be shared with Norway and Switzer-
land, which apply the same GSP rules of origin as 
those of the EU.

The REX system is based on the principle of 
self-certification by economic operators, who will 
extend so-called origin communications. In order 
to have the right to extend a communication on 
origin, the economic operator must be registered 
in a database maintained by the authorities of his 
country.  The economic operator will thus become 
a registered exporter.  

The REX system is based on a computer sys-
tem, consisting essentially of a database in which 
the competent authorities of an exporting entity 
will register those of their exporters who intend to 
export products under a preferential trade agree-
ment, keeping their data up to date. 

The REX system takes the form of a web ap-
plication which will be accessed with a user name 
and password via Internet. Under the GSP, the Eu-
ropean Commission has made its REX application 
available to beneficiary countries so that they do 
not have to create their own registers of registered 
exporters.

The REX system does not affect the rules that 
determine the origin of goods. It only concerns 
the method used to certify the original status of 
goods. In the framework of the REX system, the so-
called communication on origin is a declaration on 
the original status of the goods added by the reg-
istered exporter to the invoice or any other com-
mercial document.

Application for Registration
Exporters shall apply to become registered 

exporters by completing an application form for 
submission to the competent authorities of their 



country. Exporters who submit complete and cor-
rect application forms will be registered in the REX 
system.  

The details to be entered by the exporter on the 
application form are as follows:  

- His name, address and identification number.
- Other contact details (optional); whether the 

exporter is a trader, a producer or both.
- An indicative list of the products that the ex-

porter intends to export under the preferential 
trade agreements.

Permanent updating of the exporter register 
The competent authorities must at all times 

keep an accurate register of registered exporters.
Once registered, an exporter is obliged to no-

tify the competent authorities of any changes in 
his registration details.  Changes to the REX system 
should be made by the competent authorities.  

A registered exporter is removed from the REX 
system if the company ceases to exist or if he com-
mits fraud. Depending on the reason, this will be 
done at the request of the registered exporter 

himself or at the initiative of the competent au-
thorities. 

Publication of registered exporters’ details
The REX system data can be consulted publicly. 

With this information, economic operators with 
origin communications will be able to check the va-
lidity of the registers (REX numbers) of registered 
exporters that have issued such origin communica-
tions.

When entering his details in the register, the 
exporter will decide whether or not to have all 
his registration details published.  If he does not 
authorize the publication of all his recorded data, 
an anonymous subset of recorded data will still be 
published to allow operators to check the validity 
of any registration.  



Cuba Foreign Trade is honored to present this institution, a true jewel of Cuban science to its readers, at 
a time when the role of science is as essential as ever for the development of our livestock and agriculture 
for environmental and economic reasons.

National Center of Agricultural and Livestock Health

IN FAVOR OF ANIMAL, PLANT 
AND HUMAN HEALTH
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Commander Fidel Castro with the Director founder of Censa, Dr. Rosa Elena Simeón



What is CENSA?
The National Center of Agricultural and Live-

stock Health (CENSA) was founded in 1969 as an 
institution of science and technological innova-
tion; therefore, it is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
in 2019. At first it was dedicated to animal health 
care, but later it was extended to plant health and 
still years later to human health.

It is currently a center of excellence dedicated 
to the development of R+D+i systems, with highly 
qualified personnel to carry out its mission both 
nationally and internationally. It has achieved im-
pacting scientific-technical results, aimed at the 
prevention, diagnosis and control of diseases and 
pests, food safety and innocuousness, as well as 
preparation and adaptation to climate change.

CENSA has been appointed FAO Collaborat-
ing Center for the Caribbean in confronting trans 
boundary diseases. It has 40 PhDs in science and 46 
master degrees, including 24 researchers and 12 as-
sistants.

Among its most relevant results are the awards 
from the Cuban Academy of Sciences, such as the 
Carlos J. Finlay Order to the center as a unit with 
three collectives and 36 relevant researchers.  In ad-
dition, it has won four National Innovation Awards 
and two WIPO Gold Medals for patents on SURFA-
CEN® and STABILAK® products. 

CENSA has a Food Safety and Quality Control 
Testing Laboratory (CENLAC) and an accredited OIE 
reference laboratory for the diagnosis of mycoplas-
mas. It is also a collaborating center of the OIE for 
the reduction of risk of sanitary disasters in animal 
health. 

What is the OIE?
It is the former Office International des Epizo-
oties (OIE). In May 2003, the Office became the 
World Organization for Animal Health, but it re-
tains its historical acronym: OIE.
The OIE is the intergovernmental organization 
responsible for improving animal health world-
wide.
The World Trade Organization (WTO) has rec-
ognized the standards laid down by the OIE, 
as world reference standards. The OIE, which 
in 2018 had 182 member countries, maintains 
permanent relations with about 75 other in-
ternational and regional organizations and has 
regional and sub-regional offices in all conti-
nents.FO
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International Collaboration at CENSA
Since its foundation, CENSA has maintained col-

laborative relationships with important entities 
and universities around the world, as well as with 
international organizations such as: the World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
the Caribbean Animal Health Surveillance Network 
(CaribVET), the United Nations Development Pro-
gram (UNDP), the Pan American Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO), the Organization of American Tropical 
Nematologists (ONTA), the American Society of 
Phytopathology (APS), the International Organi-
zation for Biological Control (IOBC), and the Pan 
American Dairy Federation (FEPALE).

It also participates in a new network of OIE col-
laborating centers for veterinary emergency, and 
in the analysis of a research guide on intentional 
outbreaks (bioterrorism). 

Since 2016 and 2017, CENSA has worked on 
south-south cooperation in countries such as Haiti, 
Dominican Republic and Panama for the eradica-
tion of classical swine fever.

Export of Goods and Services
CENSA has had export experience since the end 

of 1990. It is registered in the National Registry of 
Exporters and Importers for the commercializa-
tion abroad of the results of science, technology 
and innovation. CENSA has exported goods, aca-
demic and scientific services, and transferred tech-
nologies for more than 20 years.

The Center develops postgraduate education 
and directs the Master’s Program in Veterinary Mi-
crobiology and the Doctoral Programs in Animal 
and Plant Health, which, together with its highly 
specialized personnel, has enabled it to provide 
academic services to students from Ecuador, Mex-
ico, Angola, Colombia, and Panama, among other 
countries.

Two emblematic products of Cuban science 

SURFACEN®

30
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Natural lung surfactant, registered in Cuba by 
CENSA in 1995, from pig lung.

Its use allows the treatment of respiratory dis-
tress in children and adults and contributes to low-
ering the infant mortality indicator. 

It has the following advantages over the com-
petition: 

- the fact that it is a natural product, 
- its effectiveness at low doses in the treatment 

of Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS), 
- its simple and feasible procurement process, 

which guarantees a stable composition between 
batches.

Production chain: It is produced in coopera-
tion between the National Center for Agricultural 
Health and the National Center for Bioprepara-
tions (BioCen/BioCubaFarma). The active pharma-
ceutical ingredient (IFA) is obtained in CENSA and 
in BioCen’s Parenterales 3 plant, the final product. 
The basic raw material (pork lungs) is obtained in 
Cuban breeding centers.

Therapeutic indications
- It is recommended for replacement therapy 

in conditions of pulmonary surfactant system 
dysfunction, such as newborn respiratory distress 
syndrome (NRDS). It is applied in children with en-
dotracheal intubation and mechanical ventilation 
where the existence of this syndrome has been ra-
diographically proven.

- It can also be used to improve lung function 
in adults with Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome 
(ARDS).

- It has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory ef-
fects. 

- Its antimicrobial effect and as a carrier of mol-
ecules are being studied.

SURFACEN® has hospital use in neonatal, pedi-
atric and adult intensive care wards and is distrib-
uted in Cuba by EMCOMED (BioCubaFarma). In the 
last five years it has been exported to Angola and 

Venezuela through FARMACUBA. It was patented 
in Cuba, Spain, Mexico, Chile and Argentina. 

The SURFACEN® brand was first registered in 
Cuba in 1992, and has been renewed until today. 
Currently the trademark is also registered in Mex-
ico, Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic.

It has won the following awards
- Silver Medal at the 26th Exhibition of Inven-

tions and New Products in 1998 in Geneva, Switzer-
land.

- Gold Medal from the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Office (WIPO) in 2007.

- National Technological Innovation Award in 
1999 (CITMA).

STABILAK®

It is a product registered in Cuba by CENSA in 
1994, whose use allows maintaining the initial qual-
ity of raw milk without refrigeration for a period of 
time, depending on the quality with which it was 
obtained and/or stored and the ambient tempera-
ture. It is an enzymatic activator of the lactoper-
oxidase system, which retards the acidification of 
milk, and is used in situations such as: lack of refrig-
eration, transportation over long distances and dif-
ficult access, cold storage for prolonged time and 
other conditions.
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It has many advantages, among them: 

- it is an effective, simple and flexible product
- it is not an additive 
- it is harmless to human health 
- it does not affect milk or milk products. 
- it has a simple and feasible procurement pro-

cess that guarantees the stable composition of 
batches.

STABILAK® is currently registered in El Salvador 
and Bolivia, and has been approved by the Codex Ali-
mentarius and the Ministry of Public Health of Cuba. 
It is distributed in Cuba by CENSA and LABIOFAM and 
in the last five years has been exported to El Salva-
dor, Bolivia and Dominican Republic. It is patented 
in Cuba, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Mexico, 
Argentina and Guatemala, and its effectiveness 
has been evaluated in several countries in Latin 
America, Africa and Asia, including Bolivia, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Dominican 
Republic and Venezuela. 

It has obtained the following awards
- Gold Medal at the 24th Exhibition of New Tech-

niques and Inventions held in Geneva, Switzerland, 
1996

- First prize for the Ecological Product awarded 
by the Government of Geneva, Switzerland, 1996

- Gold Medal of the World Intellectual Property 
Office (WIPO) in 2002

- National Prize for Technological Innovation in 
2004 (CITMA)

Source: Information provided by CENSA





Last January, the Cuban Vice-President Ricardo 
Cabrisas Ruiz traveled to several European coun-

tries. During his journey important results on the 
multinational cooperation were confirmed and in-
teresting economic perspectives were established. 
This trip has been adequately reflected by the Cu-
ban media and now Cuba Foreign Trade summa-
rizes it to highlight its importance.

France

Vice-President Cabrisas met in Paris with Jean 
Baptiste Lemoyne, Secretary of State at the French 
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, in charge 
of Foreign Trade and Tourism. The progress of the 
bilateral economic agenda was reviewed and they 
spoke of the 18% increase in trade between the two 

Journey of Cuban Vice-President Ricardo Cabrisas

FACTS AND PROSPECTS
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nations in 2018. They also discussed the existing 
potential to continue expanding trade, investment 
and cooperation in different sectors of common in-
terest. 

During the first day of work in France, Cabrisas 
also made a presentation to about 50 representa-
tives of French companies that actively participate 
in the economic and social development plans of 
Cuba. The vice-president presented the opportuni-
ties for business and investment on the island at 
the headquarters of the Movement of Entrepre-
neurs and Enterprises of France, where he was re-
ceived by Christophe Fontaine and Philippe Gautier, 
president and CEO, respectively.

The Cuban vice-minister was received by Mr. 
Gérald Darmanin, Minister of Action and Public Ac-
counts. Both parties confirmed the will and inter-
est to continue and deepen the positive relations, 
particularly in the trade, investment, and coopera-
tion sectors.
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Cabrisas also had a meeting with Mrs. Marie 
Anne Barbat Layani, Director General of the French 
Banking Federation, with whom he exchanged in-
formation on relations between French and Cuban 
financial institutions.

During the third and final day of work in Paris, 
the Cuban delegation headed by the Vice President 
of the Council of Ministers, Ricardo Cabrisas held 
a meeting with Mr. Remy Rioux, Director General 
of the French Development Agency (AFD), which 
opened its office in Havana two years ago, during 
which time bilateral projects were signed in the ag-
ricultural, transport, hydraulic and health sectors, 
among others. Both parties confirmed their will-
ingness to continue broadening the positive rela-
tions and exploring new sectors of mutual interest 
in order to increase bilateral cooperation. 

Before ending his program in France, the Cuban 
Vice President met with Mrs. Odile Renaud Basso, 
Director General of the Treasury of the French Min-
istry of Economy and Finance and President of 
the Paris Club. He also met with Mr. Augustin de 
Romanet, President and CEO of Paris Airports, a 
company that, together with the Bouygues Group, 
participates in the modernization and operation of 
Havana’s airports. The Cuban delegation was also 
integrated by Elio Rodríguez Perdomo, Cuban am-
bassador to France, and other high officials of the 
Cuban government.

Russian Federation

The governments of Cuba and Russia signed 
several relevant agreements on the occasion of the 
meeting in Moscow of the co-chairs of the Inter-
governmental Commission for Economic-Commer-
cial and Scientific-Technical Cooperation, Ricardo 
Cabrisas, vice-president of the Council of Ministers 
of Cuba, and Mr. Yuri Borisov, Russian deputy prime 
minister.

Both countries will develop several cooperation 
projects to ensure Russia’s effective participation 
in the island’s social and economic development 
program until 2030.

The meeting reviewed different projects agreed 
in Havana during the 16th session of the Intergov-
ernmental Commission last October, including sec-
tors such as transport, energy, trade and finance.

The two parties will work together to modern-
ize the island’s rail network with an estimated in-
vestment of two billion euros as part of a seven-
year, two-stage project.

Russia will also support the modernization of 
Cuba’s energy infrastructure through a long-term 
program for the construction of blocks for ther-
moelectric power stations with the aim of making 
energy generation more effective and reducing de-
pendence on oil supplies.

Another result was the agreement to re-estab-
lish the Cuban aircraft fleet, including the creation 
of a service center in Cuba dedicated to its opera-
tion and repair work on the island. The scope, re-
pair period and quantity of aircraft spare parts 
have been determined, and agreements and con-
tracts have been drawn up in order to restore the 
fleet this year.

Cabrisas and Borisov signed the Final Act of the 
16th session of the Intergovernmental Commission 
and attended the initialing of the Protocol for the 
introduction of amendments to the Convention 
between Russia and Cuba on Commercial Air Traffic 
from November 3, 1992.

Slovakia
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As part of the intense program developed in 
this Central European country, the vice-president 
of the Council of Ministers of Cuba Ricardo Cabri-
sas Ruiz met in Bratislava with the vice-premier and 
Minister of Finance, Mr. Peter Kazimir; the Minister 
of Health, Mrs. Andrea Kalaska; the secretaries of 
state of the Ministries of Finance, Economy and 
Health, as well as with the general director of Ex-
imbanka, Mrs. Mónika Kohutova and several busi-
nessmen linked to projects in progress between 
Cuba and the Slovak Republic. He also had a meet-
ing with the President of the Smer/SD Government 
Party, Mr. Robert Fico.

Finally, the Prime Minister of the Slovak Re-
public, Mr. Peter Pellegrini received Vice-President 
Cabrisas at the Government Palace during the last 
day of the Cuban leader’s work visit to this coun-
try. Vice-Premier Richard Rasi and the Secretary 
of State of the Ministry of Finance, Radko Kuruc 
participated in the meeting. The positive state of 
bilateral relations and the will to continue advanc-
ing in different spheres of cooperation, especially 
in energy and public health, were ratified. 

The Cuban ambassador to the Slovak Republic, 
Yamila Pita Montes, was present at the meetings, 
along with the rest of the delegation of officials 
from several ministries and agencies.

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (Opep)

The Vice-president of the Council of Ministers of 
Cuba and His Excellency, Dr. Abdulhamid Alkhalifa, 
Director General of the Opep Fund for International 
Development (Ofid), signed in Vienna a Loan Agree-
ment by which Cuba will be granted a soft loan of 
25 million US dollars to contribute to the financing 
of the “Sanitation and Water Supply System in the 
Province of Las Tunas, Phase II” project.

Cabrisas highlighted the importance of the new 
agreement that will ensure the continuation of the 
ongoing works for the rehabilitation and expan-
sion of the water supply system in the cities of Las 
Tunas and Puerto Padre, as well as in the towns of 
Menéndez and Delicias. The project also foresees 
the execution of works to improve the sewage and 
drainage system of the city of Las Tunas, including 
the construction of two new residual pumping sta-
tions with a nominal capacity of at least 35 liters 
per second.

The Cuban vice-president explained that the Las 
Tunas project, as well as those also executed with 
Ofid’s contribution in Trinidad, Bayamo, Guantána-
mo, and Palma Soriano, are part of the vast hydrau-
lic program being developed in Cuba. 

Both parties expressed their willingness to 
continue strengthening the cooperation that has 
existed between Cuba and Ofid for two decades, 
expressed satisfaction at the signing of the four-
teenth loan agreement, and mentioned that the 
projects already executed and those underway 
have benefited the agriculture, the rehabilitation 
of both electricity networks and aqueduct and 
sewerage systems, and the renewable energy (so-
lar energy).

Ofid is the financial institution for development 
created in 1976 by the Opep member states to help 
stimulate economic growth in developing coun-
tries and alleviate poverty in disadvantaged world 
regions.
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Spain
As part of his work visit to Spain, Vice President 

Cabrisas had meetings with:

- the Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tour-
ism, Mrs. Reyes Montoro, with whom he exchanged 
views on the development of direct investment 
projects in Cuba and the increase in current trade, 
with emphasis on the promotion of exports of Cu-
ban products;

- the Minister of Economy and Business, Mrs. Na-
dia Calviño, addressing issues related to the prog-
ress of bilateral economic relations and, in partic-
ular, to the functioning of the programs derived 
from the bilateral debt reorganization process and 
its mechanisms, which favor the intensification of 
efforts to achieve a greater participation of Span-
ish businessmen in Cuba’s economic development.

- the Minister of Development, Mr. José Luis 
Ábalos, with whom areas of interest for the devel-
opment of cooperation were identified; and 

- the presidents of the Spanish Chamber of Com-
merce, Mr. José Luis Bonet, and of the Spanish Sec-
tion of the Hispanic-Cuban Business Committee, 
Mr. Jaime García Legaz, where they confirmed the 
interest of Spanish companies in the Cuban market 
and the role of this Committee as facilitator and 
promoter of trade and investment.

In all his meetings, the Cuban leader provided a 
detailed explanation of Cuba’s economic and social 
evolution, of the efforts being made to advance in 
the country’s development, as well as of the cur-
rent economic tensions caused by the impact of 
climate change and the effects of the tightening of 
the economic, commercial and financial blockade 
of the United States.

Sources: Cubaminrex, PL, ACN and Digital Granma





Belgian Officials
- The Cuban Minister of Foreign Trade and In-

vestment examined the progress of the bilateral 
economic relations with Belgian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Kris Peeters, who is also federal minister of 
Finances and Employment.

- The intense work agenda included a meeting 
with the president of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Belgium, Bernard de Gerlache, followed by a dia-
logue with Belgian businessmen to promote invest-
ments in Cuba.

Entrepreneurs
- Minister Malmierca also met with distributors 

of Habanos S.A. in Europe, praising the over fulfill-
ment of their 2018 export plan to Belgium, Luxem-
bourg and the Netherlands and describing as cen-
ters of excellence the Casa del Habano in Brussels 
and Cohiba Atmosphere in Antwerp, second city of 
the country.

Davos, Switzerland
The World Economic Forum (WEF) held in Janu-

ary in the Swiss city of Davos brought together 
some 3,000 participants, according to its organiz-
ers, including more than 60 heads of state and gov-
ernment, 100 ministerial authorities and hundreds 
of leaders of the most influential companies in 
some 20 industries.

The Cuban minister of Foreign Trade and Invest-
ment, who attended the 49th edition of the WEF, 
previously participated in a panel on technological 
development where he explained Cuba’s strategy 
to attract foreign investment into this sphere.

The Minister highlighted the Tarea Vida (Life 
Task) project, the Cuban government’s plan to 

The visit to Europe during the month of January 
is summarized in the following pages to enable 

Cuba Foreign Trade readers to appreciate its rel-
evance.

Brussels, Belgium

Cuba’s Minister of Foreign Trade and Invest-
ment, Rodrigo Malmierca Díaz, paid a three-day 
visit to Belgium to strengthen trade, investment 
and cooperation ties. During his stay, the minister 
held meetings with personalities from European 
institutions based in Brussels, Belgian officials and 
businessmen.

European Institutions
 - Malmierca described as useful the meetings 

with the European Commissioners Neven Mimica 
and Christos Stylianides, in charge of International 
Cooperation and Development, and Humanitarian 
Aid and Crisis Management, respectively, and con-
firmed a dialogue meeting on sustainable develop-
ment in Havana in March this year.

- The Cuban Minister met with Stefano Manser-
visi, Director General of International Cooperation 
and Development of the European Commission, 
with whom he analyzed the feasibility of several 
new projects, especially those linked to the 500 
years of the Cuban capital.

- Trade and political dialogue links between the 
European Union (EU) and Cuba have expanded in 
recent years as part of a process that had one of 
its important moments in May 2018 with the first 
session of the EU-Cuba Joint Council, as part of the 
implementation of the document on Political Dia-
logue and Cooperation between the two parties.

Minister Malmierca Visits Europe

STRENGTHENING LINKS
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tackle climate change. The updating of the tech-
nology through the use of renewable sources for 
power generation and the recycling in all areas are 
other work lines to achieve sustainable develop-
ment, he also explained.

He also commented that the nation promotes 
projects for garbage recycling as one of the ways 
to improve the environment.

At another moment he held a work meeting 
with Ms. Marisol Argueta, executive director for 
Latin America of the World Economic Forum, in 

which they exchanged views on the economic situ-
ation in the region.

He also had a meeting with Ms. Alicia Bárcena, 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). The 
meeting was fruitful and in it they coordinated the 
forthcoming activities of ECLAC, whose pro tem-
pore presidency is held by Cuba.

Sources: Prensa Latina and Cuban News Agency
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A delegation from the Eurasian Economic Com-
mission (EEC) visited Havana on February 6-8 

with the main objective of strengthening bilateral 
ties. 

During the opening of the Business Forum, held 
in the Taganana Hall of  Hotel Nacional de Cuba, 
the president of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
Republic of Cuba, Orlando Hernández Guillén pro-
nounced words of welcome in the course of which 
he confirmed the purpose of the meeting.

In turn, the Minister of Integration and Mac-
roeconomics of the EEC, Mrs. Tatiana D. Valovaya 
highlighted the interest in exchanges, especially in 
science, technology, education and energy, as well 
as in having greater presence in Latin America, in 
which purpose Cuba can play an important role.

Cuba and the EEC also held the first session of 
the Joint Commission for Collaboration between 
the Government of Cuba and the EEC.

As culminating point of the visit, the Cuban 
Minister of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment 
(Mincex), Rodrigo Malmierca Díaz, and Minister 
Valovaya signed a joint Action Plan for 2019, which 

Eurasian Economic Commission

POTENTIAL TO STRENGTHEN 
BONDS
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will allow the execution of the Memorandum of 
Understanding signed in 2018. The Minutes of the 
first meeting of the Joint Commission added to this 
document.

Prior to the signing of the documents, Minis-
ter Malmierca met with the president of the EEC 
College, Mr. Tigran Sargsyan. Malmierca stated 
that Cuba seeks to diversify its foreign trade and 
promote direct foreign investment, and Sargsyan 
explained that the EEC, as supranational organiza-
tion, can offer Cuba advantageous conditions in 
trade related matters such as customs regulations.

Both sides agreed that there is potential for fur-
ther deepening of the relations established so far 
and for cooperation with the member states of the 
organization.

The Eurasian Economic Commission – whose 
members are Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Arme-
nia, and Kyrgyzstan - is an economic bloc created 
on January 1, 2015. 

Source: Prensa Latina



The fourth follow-up meeting between the Min-
istry of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment 

(Mincex) of Cuba and the Ministry of Trade of Tur-
key was held last February in Havana. During the 
closing meeting, two important agreements were 
signed to strengthen economic and trade relations 
between the two countries.

The first of them is an action plan on tourism co-
operation between the Ministry of Tourism of Cuba 
and the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Turkey. 
The second one was the minutes of the aforemen-
tioned follow-up meeting.

In the closing ceremony, deputy minister of 
Mincex Ileana Núñez Mordoche highlighted the 
successful development of the sessions with the 
Turkish officials, which evidenced the existing po-
tentialities in areas such as health, agriculture, con-
struction, industry, transport, tourism, finances 
and biotechnology, among others.

In turn, the Turkish Vice-Minister, Mrs. Gonca 
Yilmaz Batur, also commented that the meetings 
were very fruitful. “They are eager to improve 
economic and commercial relations with Cuba”, 
she said, and mentioned that the signing of docu-
ments summarizes all that has been advanced in 
these days. Nevertheless, they are interested not 
only in signing the documents, but also in putting 
them into practice in order to achieve a better rap-
prochement between the two nations, she added.

The first session of the Cuba-Turkey Business 
Committee was held in the context of the official 

Agreements of the Cuba-Turkey Meeting
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visit of the Turkish business delegation to the Is-
land, with exchanges between businessmen from 
the energy, mining, agriculture, trade, cargo and 
passenger maritime transport, biotechnology, and 
health sectors.

The schedule of activities included a presenta-
tion of the Mariel Special Development Zone and 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the BioCubaFarma Business Group and 
the Association of Pharmacists of Turkey, with a 
view to establishing research and development col-
laboration in new products and the introduction 
of Cuban pharmaceutical products in the Turkish 
market, among other objectives. The Action Plan 
of the Cuba-Turkey Business Committee for the pe-
riod 2019-2020 was also signed.

Source: ACN



The Special Development Zone of Mariel (ZED 
Mariel) has informed that WYM Group, Inc., es-

tablished in the Canadian province of Quebec, has 
been authorized to operate in Cuba for a period of 
25 years.

According to the agreement, it will be dedicat-
ed to the production and marketing of tissue pa-
per and cleaning products, which includes napkins, 
disposable tissues, kitchen paper and liquid deter-
gents for domestic and commercial use.

In that way, this company becomes the first 
one with Quebec capital to be established in ZED 
Mariel.

The plant, which will be located in Sector A, will 
have high-tech equipment and will be able to gen-
erate part of the electrical energy by means of so-
lar panels on its roof. Its productions will have high 

Quebec Company in Mariel

FIRST WITH CAPITAL FROM QUEBEC IN ZED MARIEL
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quality standards and will be destined for export 
and the domestic market.

In line with the Zone’s development strategy, it 
has been foreseen that the factory will obtain part 
of its raw materials in Cuba, strengthening the pro-
ductive chains with the rest of the Cuban economy.

Wym Group Inc. is dedicated to international 
development, project management, and the man-
ufacture of sanitary products, a sector to which it 
has been linked since 1998.

Source: ACN



The 21st Habano Festival celebrated its gala night 
on February 22ndat the Havana fairgrounds of 

Pabexpo.
For one week, more than 2,200 fans of the 

world’s best premium cigars (hand rolled), from 
around 70 countries got to know and enjoyed one 
of the most traditional and genuine Cuban export 
products.

Habano Festival

GALA NIGHT
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The auction of seven beautiful humidors at the 
Festival raised more than 1,500,000 euros, which 
were donated to Cuba’s national public health sys-
tem.

In a tribute to the five centuries of the founda-
tion of the Cuban capital, to which the Festival paid 
tribute, the San Cristóbal de La Habana humidor 
with its valuable cargo of 500 cigars was auctioned 
off at 175,000 euros.
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The auction was followed with expectation by 
the 1,200 guests of the evening, among whom was 
the well-known Mexican actor Gael García Bernal, 
Golden Globe winner for his performance in the 
‘Mozart in the Jungle’ television series.

Another highlight of the gala night was the pre-
sentation of the Habano Awards of the Year. 

Combined with the best cuisine, the evening 
was complemented by the outstanding perfor-
mances of Gilberto Santa Rosa, “El Caballero de 
la Salsa”, from Puerto Rico; Mexican singer-song-
writer and music producer Armando Manzanero, 
Grammy Award winner; and renowned film and 
television composer from New York Charles Fox, 
also a Grammy winner.

 The closing of the Festival’ trade fair had previ-
ously taken place at the Havana Convention Center 
attended by 260 exhibitors from 12 countries, ex-
ceeding he figures of previous editions.

Source: Granma



The associate members of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the Republic of Cuba were informed 

last February 21 on the new trade agreement be-
tween Cuba and Vietnam, signed in Hanoi on No-
vember 9, 2018 during the official visit to that coun-
try of the President of the Councils of State and 
Ministers, Miguel Díaz-Canel.

The presentation was given by Vilma Sánchez, 
director of Trade Policy with Asia and Oceania of 
the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Foreign Invest-
ment and head of the negotiating team of the Cu-
ban side. Also present were Daillana Barzaga, trade 
policy specialist serving the country; Marta Castillo, 
specialist in International Economic Organizations; 
and Susana Enríquez Domínguez, legal specialist of 
the Cuban Chamber of Commerce.

The signed document replaces and repeals the 
current trade agreement that dates back to 1996. 
Its objective is to consolidate, expand and inten-
sify bilateral trade relations, as well as economic 
cooperation. It consists of 14 chapters and covers 
traditional trade disciplines such as Market Access 
in merchandise trade, Rules of Origin, Trade Facili-
tation, Standards, Technical Regulations and Con-
formity Assessment, Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures, Dispute Settlement and Safeguards. 
The text also includes provisions on future trade in 
services and a chapter on trade and economic co-
operation.

This Agreement grants tariff preferences to 
1 250 items, of which 775 were granted by Cuba, 
while Vietnam offers 475. It should be noted that 
this agreement, unlike others signed by Cuba, 
grants preferences on the basis of applied tariffs 
and with deduction periods of up to four years in 

New Cuba-Vietnam Trade Agreement
The Chamber Today
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the case of Vietnam, and up to five in the case of 
Cuba. Market access offers include products that 
have traditionally been part of bilateral trade, as 
well as those contained in Cuba’s export offer.

It also includes a renewed Regime of Origin, 
which highlights the accumulation of origin from 
third countries based on trade agreements signed 
by both parties. Another novel factor in the Rules 
of Origin are the Specific Requirements of Origin 
applicable to 911 items and that take precedence 
over the General Regime.

The Cuba-Vietnam Trade Agreement is an im-
portant instrument towards progress in trade and 
cooperation relations between the two countries. 
It is currently undergoing a process of legal intern-
ment in both countries. Once this stage is conclud-
ed, its entry into force will be officially notified and 
it will be published in the Official Gazette of the Re-
public of Cuba.






