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Message from the President

Orlando Hernández Guillén

This special edition of Cuba Foreign Trade focuses on ExpoCaribe, which after several years successfully took 
place in Santiago de Cuba in a markedly Caribbean and entrepreneurial atmosphere of optimism and develop-

ment of new links. 
In this issue you will also learn about the activities, meetings and other initiatives carried out in our country to 

confront the US blockade and the application of Title III of the Helms-Burton Act as expression of the sharpened 
aggressiveness of the Trump Administration towards Cuba.

It will be interesting to read the full text of Law 80 on the Reaffirmation of Cuban Dignity and Sovereignty ap-
proved in 1996 and in force as a symbol of the position of the nation, its authorities, businessmen and citizens.

Also summarized is a great deal of information generated in and about Cuba during this period in relation to the 
world of business, the economy and trade. 

Thus, the following pages present a series of visits by Cuban leaders to trade partners and countries and vice 
versa, signs of a process that can be followed here. There is also the presentation of one of the new joint ventures 
that continue to rise and the letter of introduction of a provincial enterprise very active within and beyond its ter-
ritorial scope.

A section begins with the presentation of new products for export with competitive quality and attractive de-
sign. New offers will be added in following issues.

On behalf of the Chamber of Commerce of de Republic of Cuba and its associates, we extend a cordial 
greeting to all businessmen, suppliers, importers, and investors who accompany our country and ratify their 
confidence and commitment in this context, as well as to the new partners who will undertake mutually 
profitable business.
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COUNTERMEASURES AGAINST 
THE TIGHTENING OF THE BLOCKADE

BLOCKADE AND COUNTERMEASURES
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Thought is the greatest war waged against us: 
Let us win it with thought.

José Martí . Letter to Benjamín Guerra and Gon-
zalo de Quesada.

Cabo Haitiano, April 10, 1895.*

Numerous reactions have taken place all over 
the world to the criminal intensification of the 

blockade implemented by the authorities of the 
United States against Cuba. They have included 
meetings, declarations, actions in solidarity, agree-
ments and countermeasures, among others.   

In order to attempt a chronological order, we 
present here regulations and laws known as anti-
dotes that have been in force since the Helms Bur-
ton Act came into force in 1996. In the first place 
we present the full text of the law adopted by 
Cuba at that time, that is to say, the 

Law on the Reaffirmation of Cuban Dignity and 
Sovereignty, Law No. 80.

However, we first mention other legislation 
passed in third countries motivated by the extrater-
ritorial nature of the Helms Burton Act and above 
all by its Title III.

- The Blockade Statute: law adopted in 1996 by 
the European Union (EU) member countries to pro-
tect themselves from the extraterritorial effects of 
the Helms-Burton Act.

- Canada’s Foreign Extraterritorial Measures 
Act (FEMA): In 1996, the Canadian government 
amended FEMA to mitigate the specific effects of 
the Helms-Burton Act.

- Mexico’s Trade and Investment Protection of 
Foreign Regulations Contravening International 
Law Act: The Mexican antidote legislation entered 
into force on October 23, 1996.

* José Martí, Obras Completas, Vol.4, Editorial Nacional de 
Cuba, Havana, 1963, p.121.



LAW OF REAFFIRMATION OF CUBAN 
DIGNITY AND SOVEREIGNTY

(LAW No. 80)
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RICARDO ALARCÓN DE QUESADA, president of 
the National Assembly of People’s Power of the 

Republic of Cuba

LET IT BE KNOWN: That the National Assembly 
of People’s Power, in its session on December 24, 
1996, Centennial Year of the Death in Combat of 
Antonio Maceo, corresponding to the 7th Regular 
Session of the 4th Legislature, has approved the 
following:

WHEREAS: In the United States of America, the 
Helms-Burton Act, which has as its objective the 
colonial reabsorption of the Republic of Cuba, has 
been put into effect.

WHEREAS: Cuba has long suffered the imperialist 
policies of the United States of America designed 
to take control of Cuba through different means, 
starting with the attempts to buy the island from 
Spain, through the application of its ideas of Mani-
fest Destiny and the concept that Cuba is a ripe 
apple which will fall into U.S. hands, and the result-
ing Monroe Doctrine, attempting to systematically 
impede our struggles for national liberation, to the 
1898 intervention which thwarted the indepen-
dence for which the Cubans had been fighting with 
machetes, courage, intelligence, and audacity, thus 
converting Cuba into its colony.

BLOCKADE AND COUNTERMEASURES



WHEREAS: Through the Platt Amendment and 
its continued intervention and meddling in the in-
ternal affairs of the country, the United States of 
America usurped part of the national territory by 
installing the Guantánamo naval base, imposed 
corrupt and despotic regimes, including the igno-
minious and bloody tyrannies of Machado and Ba-
tista, and since 1959 has systematically attacked 
Cuba with the declared objective of putting an end 
to its independence, eliminating Cuban nationality, 
and forcing the population into servitude.

WHEREAS: The Cuban people, faithful bearers 
of the independence legacy of the Liberation Army 
fighters, of the workers, peasants, students, and 
intellectuals who have fought and will continue 
to fight the pretensions of their enemy of over a 
century, are prepared to undertake the greatest 
efforts and sacrifices to maintain the sovereignty, 
independence and freedom that they won forever 
on January 1, 1959.

WHEREAS: The process of nationalizing the 
riches and the natural resources of the Nation, car-
ried out by the Revolutionary Government in the 
name of the Cuban people, was put into effect in 
accordance with the Constitution, existing laws 
and international law, without discrimination, 
with the objective of public benefit, making avail-
able adequate compensations, which were agreed 
upon through bilateral negotiations with all the 
governments involved, with the exception of the 
United States of America, which refused it because 
of its policy of blockade and aggression, gravely 
damaging is own citizens with its actions.

WHEREAS: The Cuban people will never permit 
their country’s destiny to be determined by laws 
dictated by any foreign power.

WHEREAS: The Helms-Burton Act has been al-
most unanimously rejected by the international 
community, due to its violation of the principles 
of international law, recognized in the United Na-
tions Charter, as well as for its extraterritorial ap-
plication which contradicts international norms, 
attempting to arbitrarily and illegally dictate rules 
to be followed by other states.

WHEREAS: An important number of foreign 
businesspeople have demonstrated their confi-
dence in Cuba by investing in the country or negoti-
ating possible investments, using all possible legal 
formulas to contribute to the protection of their 
interests.

WHEREAS: The National Assembly of People’s 
Power, as the representative of all the people, re-
pudiates the Helms-Burton Act and declares its 
uncompromising decision to adopt all possible le-
gal formulas as a response to this anti-Cuba legis-
lation, and to demand the compensation to which 
the State and the people of Cuba have a right.

THEREFORE: By the powers granted by Article 75, 
subparagraph b, of the Constitution of the Repub-
lic, the National Assembly of People’s Power has 
adopted the following:

LAW NUMBER 80
THE REAFFIRMATION OF CUBAN DIGNITY AND 

SOVEREIGNTY LAW

Article 1: The Helms Burton Act is declared ille-
gal, inapplicable and without value or legal impact.

Consequently, all claims by persons or corpora-
tions, regardless of citizenship or nationality, on 
the basis of the Helms-Burton Act, shall be consid-
ered null and void.

Article 2: The disposition of the Government of 
the Republic of Cuba, expressed in the nationaliza-
tion laws implemented more than 35 years ago, in 
relation to an adequate and just compensation for 
the expropriated goods of persons and corpora-
tions which had U.S. citizenship or nationality at 
that time, is reaffirmed.

Article 3: The compensation for the U.S. proper-
ties nationalized by virtue of this legitimate pro-
cess, validated by Cuban laws and international 
law, to which the previous article refers, may form 
part of a negotiating process between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and the 
Government of the Republic of Cuba on the basis of 
equality and mutual respect.

The compensation claims for the nationalization 
of said properties should be examined together 
with the compensation to which the Cuban State 
and people have a right, as a result of the damages 
caused by the blockade and all types of aggressions 
for which the government of the United States of 
America is responsible.

Article 4: Any person or corporation of the Unit-
ed States of America that uses the procedures and 
mechanisms of the Helms-Burton Act, seeks its 
protection or tries to employ it in any way shall be 
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excluded from the possible future negotiations re-
ferred to in Articles 2 and 3.

Article 5: The Government of the Republic of 
Cuba is in charge of adopting the provisions, means 
and additional facilities that will be necessary for 
the complete protection of current and potential 
foreign investments in Cuba, and the defense of le-
gitimate interests of the same in the face of actions 
that could derive from the Hems-Burton Act.

Article 6: The Government of the Republic of 
Cuba is charged with applying or authorizing the 
formulas that may be required for the protection 
of foreign investors against the application of the 
Helms-Burton Act, including the transfer of foreign 
investors’ interests to fiduciary companies, finan-
cial units or investment funds.

Article 7: The competent state bodies, as autho-
rized by the Government of the Republic of Cuba, in 
accordance with the provisions of the legal regula-
tions in force, shall provide foreign investors who 
request them with all available information and 
documentation necessary for the defense of their 
legitimate interests against the provisions of the 
Helms-Burton Act.

In addition, they shall supply the above-men-
tioned information and documentation to foreign 
investors who request them in order to pursue legal 
action in the courts of their respective countries, 
by authority of legal provisions that protect their 
interests or that have been established to prevent 
or limit the application of the Helms-Burton Act.

Article 8: Any form of collaboration, direct or 
indirect, which favors the application of the Helms-
Burton Act is declared unlawful. Collaboration shall 
be defined, among other acts as:

Seeking information for or supplying informa-
tion to a representative of the Government of the 
United States or any other individual for the pur-
pose of using it directly or indirectly in the possible 
application of that act, or aiding another person in 
seeking or supplying such information.

Requesting, receiving, accepting or facilitating 
the distribution of or benefiting in any way from 
financial, material or other forms of resources is-
sued by the Government of the United States of 
America or channeled by it through its represen-
tatives or through any other means, for purposes 

which would benefit the application of the Helms-
Burton Act.

Divulging, disseminating, or aiding in the distri-
bution of information, publications, documents 
or propagandistic material from the Government 
of the United States of America, its agencies or de-
pendencies or any other source, with the purpose 
of facilitating the application of the Helms-Burton 
Act.

Collaborating in any way with radio or television 
stations or other media or propaganda sources 
with the purpose of facilitating the application of 
the Helms-Burton Act.

Article 9: The Government of the Republic of 
Cuba shall present the National Assembly of Peo-
ple’s Power or the Council of State, depending on 
the jurisdiction involved, with the draft legislation 
necessary for imposing sanctions for all actions 
which in one way or another involve collaboration 
with the objectives of the Helms-Burton Act.

Article 10: It is hereby ratified that monetary re-
mittances sent by persons of Cuban origin resident 
abroad to family members residing in Cuba shall 
not be subject to taxes of any kind. The Govern-
ment of the Republic of Cuba shall adopt all mea-
sures deemed necessary to facilitate such remit-
tances.

Persons of Cuban origin resident abroad shall be 
permitted to hold bank accounts in freely convert-
ible currency or in Cuban pesos in Cuban banks, 
and the interest accruing on these accounts shall 
not be subject to taxes of any kind.

In addition, it shall be permitted for insurance 
policies to be taken out naming permanent resi-
dents of Cuba as beneficiaries. 

The beneficiaries shall be allowed to freely col-
lect the corresponding payments without paying 
taxes of any kind. 

Article 11: The Government of the Republic of 
Cuba shall maintain current data on the compensa-
tion owed by the Government of the United States 
of America as a consequence of the effects of the 
economic, trade and financial blockade and its ag-
gressions against the country, and shall add to these 
claims the damages and losses caused by thieves, 
embezzlers, corrupt politicians and mafiosos, as 
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well as the torturers and murderers who were part 
of the Batista dictatorship, for whose actions the 
Government of the United States has taken respon-
sibility by approving the Helms-Burton Act.

Article 12: Individuals who themselves or whose 
family members have been the victims of personal 
injury or material damage as the result of the ac-
tions sponsored or supported by the Government 
of the United States of America referred to in the 
following paragraph shall be able to file claims 
for the corresponding compensation before the 
Claims Commissions that shall be created and or-
ganized by the Ministry of Justice of the Republic 
of Cuba, and which shall be authorized to decide 
upon the validity of these claims, as well as upon its 
amount and the responsibility of the United States 
of America.

The actions referred to in the preceding para-
graph shall include death, injury or economic loss-
es caused by the torturers and murderers of the 
Batista dictatorship, as well as by saboteurs and 
criminals in the service of U.S. imperialism against 
the Cuban nation since January 1, 1959.

The Ministry of Justice shall be authorized to 
regulate the procedures involved in filing the claims 
referred to in this article and to issue any further 
resolutions for this purpose.

Article 13: The National Assembly of People’s 
Power and the Government of the Republic of Cuba 
shall cooperate and work in coordination with 
other parliaments, governments and international 
agencies, with the aim of promoting any actions 
deemed necessary to block the application of the 
Helms-Burton Act.

Article 14: The people of Cuba as a whole are 
called upon to continue the profound and system-
atic examination of the annexationist and colonial-
ist plans of the Government of the United States 
of America included in the Helms-Burton Act, as a 
means of ensuring that in every territory, commu-
nity, workplace, educational institution and mili-
tary unit there is full knowledge of the specific con-
sequences that the execution of these plans would 
entail for each and every citizen, and to guarantee 
everyone’s active and conscientious participation 
in the measures needed to defeat hem.

FINAL PROVISIONS

FIRST: The Government of the Republic of Cuba 
and the appropriate state agencies shall be autho-
rized to issue any resolutions deemed necessary for 
the fulfillment of the provisions of the present Law.

SECOND: Any laws or regulations contrary to the 
present Law shall be rendered null and void when 
this law enters into effect, upon publication in the 
Official Gazette of the Republic.

ISSUED in the session hall of the National Assem-
bly of People’s Power at the International Confer-
ence Center in the city of Havana, on the twenty-
fourth day of December of nineteen hundred and 
ninety-six.

Non-official translation taken from CFT No 1/1997 and re-
viewed for publication in this issue. 
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Among the international meetings aimed at 
confronting the consequences of the most 

recent measures adopted by the US authorities 
against Cuba, one of the most significant has been 
the Cuba Business Forum, which took place in Ha-
vana at the end of June, convened by the Chamber 
of Commerce with the co-sponsorship of the Eu-
ropean Union and the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

The Forum was a scenario to analyze the current 
situation of the tightening of the blockade on Cuba 
and the negative consequences for relations with 
the rest of the world, given the extraterritoriality 
of the measures imposed by Washington and the 
activation of Title III of the Helms Burton Act.

Some 120 businessmen, academics, jurists, and 
scholars of international trade and economy from 
the United States, Spain and Canada participated, 
as well as a representation of Cuban businessmen.

Cuba Business Forum

MEETING AGAINST THE BLOCKADE 
IN HAVANA

BLOCKADE AND COUNTERMEASURES

The Cuba Business Forum was organized in four 
panels that addressed relevant current issues re-
lated to business opportunities in Cuba, their de-
velopment and the main challenges it faces today, 
marked by the growing hostility of the U.S. govern-
ment with emphasis on the activation of Title III of 
the Helms-Burton Act.

During the Forum, Orlando Hernández Guil-
lén, president of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Cuba, thanked the confidence of foreign business-
men despite the difficult economic situation that 
the island is going through and the worsening of 
the measures of the Trump administration. “The 
Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba will 
continue to support its associate members and for-
eign counterparts in the search for new mutually 
beneficial businesses and the protection of the ex-
isting ones,” he reaffirmed.
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In turn, Hugo Bebeta, director of ECLAC’s region-
al headquarters in Mexico, referred to the role of 
multilateralism in limiting the unilateral power of 
the strongest ones. He said, however, that the U.S. 
trend is to impose its law on the entire world by 
adopting measures based on military, market or 
political force.

He argued that the Helms-Burton Act violates 
the authority of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and violates the principles of international 
law and treaties signed by the U.S. itself. “It doesn’t 
just affect Cuba, it affects us all”, he said.

Among other participants were three personali-
ties from the United States: Robert Muse, a lawyer 
at a major law firm; Carlos Gutiérrez, president of 
the U.S.-Cuba Business Council; and Phil Peter, pres-
ident of the Cuba Research Center and partner of 
Focus Cuba Consulting.

European Union expands cooperation with Cuba 
An important presence was that of the Commis-

sioner for International Cooperation and Develop-
ment of the European Union, Neven Mimica, who 
stated:

“The European Union strongly condemns uni-
lateral measures related to Cuba that are contrary 
to international law. We are concerned about the 
negative impact of the tightening of the U.S. block-
ade and the recent travel restrictions that impact 
the Cuban economy and the living conditions of 
Cubans.”

He highlighted the commitment to support in-
vestments and encourage economic and financial 
agents of the European Union to explore joint ini-
tiatives in the main priority development sectors 
of Cuba. 

He also announced the donation of nearly four 
million Euros, which expands the cooperation for 
the economic modernization of Cuba. He stressed 
that the use of these monies includes the develop-
ment of a single window to facilitate trade and in-
vestment with the island.

The Commissioner stressed his interest in re-
viewing the state of the EU cooperation with Cuba: 
“We want to better understand the socio-econom-
ic challenges and explore future prospects and op-
portunities for greater impact on development,” 
he added.
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Sr. Neven Mimica, Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development of the European Union

BLOCKADE AND COUNTERMEASURES

He said the EU’s cooperation with Cuba has 
gained in depth in sectorial dialogues, especially 
in the fields of agriculture, renewable energy, eco-
nomic modernization, climate change, and culture.

The Commissioner indicated that he would hold 
bilateral meetings with members of the island’s 
government and with ambassadors of EU member 
states.

He also stressed that since the signing of the 
Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement be-
tween the European Union and Cuba, five dialogues 
have been held “in the field of human rights, unilat-
eral coercive measures, conventional arms control, 
non-proliferation of mass destruction weapons 
and Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. At 
the same time, our cooperation with Cuba has in-
creased to more than 100 million Euros so far this 
year.”

Cuba’s Minister of Foreign Trade and Investment 
Rodrigo Malmierca delivered the opening address 
of the event, the full text of which is presented be-
low.

Minister Malmierca’s speech at the opening of 
the Forum

With warm greetings we begin this event, which 
has been convened by the Chamber of Commerce 
of the Republic of Cuba with the support of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) and the European Commission. 
In a special way, we welcome the foreign visitors 
who are with us this morning.

As is well known, there has been a profound 
setback in the relations with the United States of 
America and the blockade against Cuba has been 
tightened. Because of the extraterritorial nature 
of this policy, its impact is not limited to links with 
that country, but has negative consequences for 
our economic, commercial and financial relations 
with the rest of the world.

We are living in a moment of singular aggressive-
ness on the part of the U.S. administration towards 
Cuba. Among its most significant expressions is the 
decision to allow action to be taken in U.S. courts 
against Cuban and foreign entities outside the 
jurisdiction of that country, under Title III of the 
Helms Burton Act.

It is not necessary to make the history of this leg-
islative spawn that has a clear purpose: to frighten 
the international community in order to dissuade 
it from doing business with Cuba.

As if there were no limits to the arrogance of 
the current U.S. government, on June 4 they an-
nounced new regulations that further reinforce 
the harsh restrictions already suffered by U.S. citi-
zens to travel to Cuba, add prohibitions on aircraft 
and vessel operations, and prevent cruise ships 
from visiting our country.

These measures ignore the demands of many 
U.S. sectors that want the elimination of travel 
restrictions and attack the fundamental rights of 
their citizens.
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At this juncture, the contradictions between the 
facts and the U.S. discourse are reinforced, suppos-
edly in favor of individual liberties and for the de-
velopment of the private sector in Cuba.

Why this obsession with limiting the relationship 
between Cubans and Americans and preventing 
the people of the United States from knowing the 
reality of Cuba, instead of the fabricated and ma-
nipulated ideas that are constructed from outside 
for political ends?

What are the true intentions of these measures 
that have a direct effect on the private businesses 
that benefited from the flow of cruise ships and 
visitors under the licenses granted for people-to-
people exchange?

They seek to suffocate the economy and damage 
the standard of living of Cubans in order to wrest 
political concessions from us that we will never ac-
cept.

Every year the international community almost 
unanimously condemns the blockade against Cuba 
in the United Nations.

There are numerous voices from various parts of 
the world, including within the United States that 
have reproached the activation of Title III of the 
Helms-Burton Act. Governments of various coun-
tries and regional integration mechanisms, such as 
the European Union, have expressed their strong 
rejection and determination to adopt measures to 
protect their nationals.

The recent measures adopted at the beginning 
of June have also been criticized by many sectors of 
the United States society, and in particular by the 
business community.

This event, and others that have taken place this 
week such as the Business Forum of the Cuba Initia-
tive for relations with the United Kingdom and the 
16th Expocaribe International Fair, which is held in 
the city of Santiago de Cuba, are new examples of 
the failure of the U.S. policy against our country.

What was conceived to alienate and isolate Cuba 
has just the opposite effect. It brings us even clos-
er, in the firm purpose of defending our legitimate 
common interests.  

We ratify our Government’s firm opposition to 
these new measures of the U.S. Administration and 
we assure that the guarantees contemplated in the 
current legal framework will be applied to protect 
foreign companies doing business with our country. 

Cuba will not be intimidated or distracted by 
new threats and restrictions.

We will continue to move forward with determi-
nation in the process of updating our model of eco-
nomic and social development, which has among 
its essential components the diversification of eco-
nomic relations abroad and the recognition of the 
essential role of foreign investment.

Despite the efforts of the U.S. government to 
block the development of Cuba, today we can af-
firm that the process of attracting foreign invest-
ment has not stopped.

In the last two years, businesses with investment 
commitments of more than 4.5 million US dollars 
have been approved, and so far in 2019, associa-
tions valued at over 1.3 million dollars have already 
been approved. Although the realization of some 
of these projects has been affected by the effects 
of the blockade and the U.S. financial persecution, 
the prospects for agreement in other ongoing ne-
gotiations are promising. 

We are aware of the existence of dissatisfac-
tion on the part of some foreign businessmen due 
to difficulties and delays in settling in Cuba. The 
president of the Councils of State and Ministers 
has pronounced himself on the need to eliminate 
the existing obstacles. We have been taking steps 
to simplify the documentation that investors must 
present and we are working on the creation of a 
Single Window that will come into operation at the 
beginning of next year, to facilitate foreign invest-
ment in the country.

We have also witnessed attempts to manipulate 
public opinion by claiming that Cuba limits the in-
vestment of Cubans living abroad.

As we have explained before, the Cuban law 
does not discriminate any entrepreneur on the ba-
sis of the origin of capital. Not only do we ratify this 
position, but we open the doors to interested par-
ties to provide them the same support as the rest 
of foreign investors.

Today there will be four panels, which will be 
attended by distinguished representatives of in-
ternational and regional organizations, jurists, 
experts and businessmen from different parts of 
the world. Our intention is to generate a space for 
debate on these issues, exchange information and 
jointly evaluate new ways to foster Cuba’s econom-
ic relations with the outside world. We hope that 
you will also feel it as an opportunity to provide 
feedback to each other. We are sure that this will 
be a fruitful day for everyone. 
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Cuba, its businessmen, its people and its govern-
ment, will be at all times with those who bet on 
making this country, sovereign and free, the place 
where to develop their businesses.

We thank you for your presence and leave the 
doors open for future exchanges like this one. Feel 
the respect and appreciation on our part, for the 
trust and commitment you have shown to our 
country. 

President Diaz-Canel received the European 
Commissioner

The President of the Councils of State and Minis-
ters, Miguel Díaz-Canel, received the Commissioner 
for International Cooperation and Development of 
the European Commission, Mr. Neven Mimica.

In a cordial meeting, they noted the good state 
of political and economic relations between Cuba 
and the European Union, to which the implemen-
tation of the Political Dialogue and Cooperation 
Agreement, signed in 2016, has contributed. 

They also exchanged views on the progress of 
bilateral cooperation programs in sectors such as 
renewable energies, agriculture, climate change 
and institutional strengthening. 

The European Union’s willingness to continue in-
creasing funds for cooperation with the Island was 
also ratified.

The European Commissioner reiterated his rejec-
tion of the measures to tighten the economic, com-
mercial and financial blockade against Cuba and in 
particular the activation of Title III of the Helms 
Burton Act.

The distinguished visitor was accompanied by Al-
berto Navarro, Ambassador of the European Union 
to Cuba, and Mrs. Jolita Butkeviciene, Director for 
Latin America and the Caribbean of the Director-
ate General for Cooperation and Development of 
the European Commission.

Also present on the Cuban side were the vice-
president of the Council of Ministers, Ricardo Cabri-
sas; the Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla; 
and the minister of Foreign Trade and Foreign In-
vestment, Rodrigo Malmierca.

Sources: Cubadebate, Prensa Latina, ACN, www.presidencia.
gob.cu
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After 11 years of recess, Expocaribe 2019 has sur-
passed the expectations raised by its resump-

tion.
Professional visits, business forums and rounds, 

and bilateral and multilateral exchanges multiplied 
during the event. The participants also introduced 
different approaches to common problems such as 
the economic crisis, epidemics, natural disasters, 
and climate change.

The work target of this event is to present the 
region to the world as a geographical, socio-eco-
nomic, ideologically rich and diverse unit, in which 
business and tourism are based on the principles of 
sustainable development.

Expocaribe 2019

BOOSTING THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE GREATER CARIBBEAN

Key moments

Inauguration
The opening ceremony on June 19 in the main 

hall of Heredia Convention Center was presided 
over by Cuban leaders Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz, vice- 
president of the Council of Ministers of the Repub-
lic of Cuba, Lázaro Expósito  Canto, First Secretary 
of the Communist Party in the province of Santiago 
de Cuba; Beatriz Johnson Urrutia, vice-president of 
the Council of State and president of the Provincial 
Assembly of Santiago de Cuba, and Antonio Luis 
Carricarte Corona, first vice-minister of Foreign 
Trade and Investment (MINCEX).
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Vice-President Cabrisas and Mrs. June Soomer opening Expocaribe 2019

In addition to Mrs. June Soomer, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), 
the following foreign personalities attended the 
Fair:

- Stephen Tsang, Minister of Commerce, Industry 
and Tourism of Suriname

- Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon, Senator and Minister 
of Trade and Industry of Trinidad and Tobago

- Félix Bradley, Minister for Trade, Industry, In-
vestment, Business Development and Consumer 
Affairs of Saint Lucia

- José de Jesús Bermúdez Carvajal, Deputy Min-
ister of Development, Industry and Trade of Nica-
ragua

- Julio Enrique Dougherty Monroy, Vice-Minister 
of Integration and Foreign Trade of the Ministry of 
Economy of Guatemala.

The Chamber of Commerce was represented by 
its vice-president, Rubén Ramos. 

The main speeches were delivered by Beatriz 
Johnson Urrutia, Antonio Luis Carricarte, who read 
the speech of Vice-President Ricardo Cabrisas and 
Mrs. June Soomer, in her capacity as Secretary Gen-
eral of the ACS. 
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ACS XII Business Forum 
The Forum took place on June 19 and 20. The 

speakers at the opening ceremony in the Antonio 
Maceo Revolution Square were Mrs. June Soomer, 
Minister Tsang of Suriname and Vice Minister Car-
ricarte.

Meetings with Vice-President Cabrisas
Vice-President Cabrisas met with June Soomer 

on June 19 and with Senator Gopee-Scoon of Trini-
dad and Tobago on June 20.

ECLAC Event “Caribbean First” 
This event organized by the Economic Commis-

sion for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
developed successfully at the Meliá Santiago de 
Cuba Hotel on June 20, with key remarks by First 
Deputy Minister Carricarte and Raúl Buchaca, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

Forum of Trade Promotion Organizations of 
the Greater Caribbean

This meeting, organized by the Center for the 
Promotion of Foreign Trade and Foreign Invest-
ment of Cuba (ProCuba) and the ACS, took place 
in the Meliá Santiago de Cuba Hotel on June 21 
with participation of Mrs. June Soomer, First Vice-
Minister Carricarte, Roberto Verrier, director of 
ProCuba, and guest ministers.

Representatives of the promotion agencies of 
Trinidad and Tobago (ExporTT), Jamaica (Jampro), 
Venezuela (Bancoex), and the Organization of East-
ern Caribbean States also participated.

The meeting aimed at exchanging experiences, 
strategies, and good practices in their work.
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Visit of Vice-President Ramiro Valdés
ExpoCaribe 2019 was visited on June 21 by Ramiro 

Valdés Menéndez, Commander of the Revolution 
and vice-president of the Councils of State and Min-
isters, accompanied by the main government au-
thorities in the province. He focused his interest in 
the various exhibits of the Union of Military Indus-
tries, in several agricultural companies, the mining 
company Geominera Oriente, and the stand of the 
Cuban computer services company DeSoft. He also 
visited the areas of the Trinidad and Tobago exhibi-
tion, with one of the most numerous delegations.

Cuba-Mexico Business Committee
The boards of the Cuba-Mexico Business Com-

mittee had a meeting with participation of Rubén 
Ramos, vice-president of the Chamber of Com-
merce of the Republic of Cuba and the directives of 

the Cuban Section and Cuba Ron and Canec enter-
prises. Directives from the Section took part on the 
Mexican side. The 2019-2020 Action Plan was signed 
by both sections.

Closing
The meeting of the Administrative Commission 

of the Cuba-Guatemala Partial Scope Agreement 
and the 20th Session of the Cuba-Mexico Commit-
tee were celebrated on the last day of the Fair. 
The closing ceremony was attended by Mrs. June 
Soomer and Chamber vice-president Rubén Ramos. 
On that occasion it was announced that Expocaribe 
will hereafter have a biennial frequency.

Sources: ACN, Granma newspaper, weekly magazine Opcio-
nes and Final report by the MINCEX delegation, Eastern ter-
ritory  

ExpoCaribe in figures
Cuban enterprises: 201
Foreign companies: 71
Foreign participants: 326
Total participants: 6,066
Total countries: 25
Official delegations: 20, with 59 participants
Chambers of Commerce, Promotion Agen-
cies: 11
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UNITY, INTEGRATION, AND 
SOLIDARITY SHOULD BE 
ESSENTIAL PRINCIPLES

Address by the Vice-President of the Council of 
Ministers Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz at the inaugura-
tion of the 16th ExpoCaribe Fair and the 12th Busi-
ness Forum of the Greater Caribbean. Santiago de 
Cuba, June 19, 2019

H.E. Beatriz Johnson Urrutia, Vice-President of 
the State Council of the Republic of Cuba and Presi-
dent of the Provincial Assembly of People’s Power 
of Santiago de Cuba,

H.E. Ambassador June Soomer, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Association of Caribbean States,

Dear ministers and heads of delegations,
Distinguished businessmen, ladies and gentlemen:
Welcome to the heroic city of Santiago de Cuba, 

cradle of the Cuban Revolution!
On the occasion of the inauguration of the 16th 

edition of ExpoCaribe and after a break of almost 
eleven years, do receive our affectionate greetings, 
which together with the traditional hospitality and 
joy of the people and authorities of Santiago will 
complement our efforts to achieve the success of 
our event.

We highly appreciate the presence of the Sec-
retary General of the Association of Caribbean 
States, Dr.(Mrs.) June Soomer, of 18 official del-
egations headed by ministers from Jamaica, Saint 
Lucia, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago, deputy 
ministers from Guatemala, Nicaragua and Venezu-
ela, as well as officials from Banco Exterior de Ven-
ezuela and ECLAC.

“In the scale pointer of America are 
the Antilles”. 

José Martí

Likewise, the participation of around 80 compa-
nies from 25 countries, of chambers of commerce 
and trade promoters from eight Caribbean coun-
tries and of more than 300 exhibitors in a 3,000 
square meter area, shows the importance we at-
tach to this event that will now take place every 
two years, at a time when the world is divided 
into large trading blocs, wars are waged for mar-
kets and the gap between rich and poor countries 
overwhelmed by their social problems is widening 
every day.

Dear friends:
“In the scale pointer of America are the Antilles” 

wrote José Martí more than a century ago. Unity, 
integration and solidarity must be essential prin-
ciples for all members of the Association of Carib-
bean States in the great challenge we face to forge 
a common destiny for our nations, regardless of 
their differences.

Along the 25 years elapsed since the ACS founda-
tion, Cuba has watched over the fulfillment of the 
purposes expressed by our Commander in Chief, 
Fidel Castro Ruz, and I quote: “Our condition as 
Caribbean people precisely endowed us with an 
entrepreneurial, spontaneous and open temper 
that resembles our nature. In our peoples, that ir-
replaceable resource, lie our main wealth and best 
trump card in the struggle for development and to 
occupy a dignified place in tomorrow’s world.

We will maintain our commitment to strength-
en this Association and its objectives of turning the 
Greater Caribbean into a “shared space of devel-
opment.”  In this regard, and in close cooperation 
with the General Secretariat of the Association of 
Caribbean States, we will celebrate in this context 
the 12th Business Forum of the Greater Caribbean, 
an important moment for greater exchange and 
knowledge about the trade and business oppor-
tunities that we can develop among Caribbean 
people.

It is decisive, in accordance with the common ob-
jectives we pursue in this Forum, that we deepen 
in a transparent manner and perspective those as-
pects to be identified and developed together in 
order to overcome difficulties and advance in the 
desired direction with a vision for the future.

In the context of updating the economic and 
social model that we have proposed to ourselves, 
Cuba projects the fundamental participation of 
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foreign investment in the Economic and Social De-
velopment Plan towards 2030, which includes the 
countries of the Greater Caribbean not only as ori-
gin of our imports, but also as destination for the 
traditional and non-traditional goods of our export 
offer, as well as of services in the areas of health, 
education, civil defense –in a coordinated and soli-
dary effort to face the impact of climate change in 
our region– and in other sectors that also benefit 
the development plans of the Caribbean countries.

By the end of 2018, our trade with the Greater 
Caribbean accounted for almost 16% of Cuba’s trade 
with the world, influenced by trade flows with Ven-
ezuela and Mexico, which are among our top ten 
trading partners. 

Among CARICOM countries stand out Trinidad 
and Tobago and Jamaica. At the VI CARICOM-Cuba 
Ministerial Meeting held in Georgetown, Guyana, 
last June 14, both parties ratified their will and 
commitment to continue strengthening economic-
commercial and cooperation relations.

We will continue to move forward even though 
the United States not only maintains the econom-
ic, commercial and financial blockade, but has re-
cently tightened it with the activation of Title III of 
the Helms Burton Act of an extraterritorial nature, 
which has become a persecution of our actions 
with any country. We thank all Caribbean countries 
for their unrestricted support and solidarity with 
Cuba in our struggle to demand the end of the 
blockade.

Organized jointly with ECLAC, the “Caribbean 
First” event is a commitment to this sub-region, 
which we must support in the implementation of 
Agenda 2030 to achieve the objectives of sustain-
able development and true integration.

Faithful to what was expressed by the First Sec-
retary of the Communist Party of Cuba, Army Gen-
eral Raúl Castro Ruz, of “defending unity in diver-
sity”, we will be able to advance in the Caribbean 
to achieve our objective of establishing a space 
for peace and development for the benefit of our 
peoples.

The reinstatement of the Monroe Doctrine by 
the President of the United States is an open chal-
lenge to the Proclamation of Latin America and the 
Caribbean as a Zone of Peace, signed by the Heads 

of State and Government on the occasion of the II 
CELAC Summit, in January 2014, in Havana.

Therefore, we ratify our policy of peaceful set-
tlement of disputes in order to ban forever the use 
of force and threats in this region, the obligation 
not to intervene directly or indirectly in the inter-
nal affairs of any other State and to foster friendly 
relations and cooperation among all, regardless 
of differences in political, economic and social sys-
tems or levels of development.

At the 8th Meeting of the Association of Caribbe-
an States held in March this year in Nicaragua, our 
President, comrade Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, 
stressed: “Our Association must continue to be a 
cornerstone in the unity of the Greater Caribbean, 
which is the only alternative in the face of the enor-
mous challenges we face.”

We are grateful for the trust and support to 
Cuba that you transmit to us with your presence. 
We know that in the current complex circumstanc-
es we are going through, it is yet another example 
of the brotherhood and solidarity of the Greater 
Caribbean with my country.

I call upon you to continue working to strength-
en our economic, commercial, financial and coop-
eration ties, for solidarity and unity, in order to 
achieve the objective of creating a shared and sus-
tainable development space in the Greater Carib-
bean.

I take this opportunity to invite you to join us 
again at the 37th edition of the International Fair of 
Havana, which will be held from November 4-8 of 
this year at the EXPOCUBA fairgrounds in Havana.

Before concluding, I would like to express our 
congratulations to the authorities and workers of 
Santiago de Cuba, the eastern provinces, and all 
Cuban organizations and companies, for the effort 
made in organizing these events.

I reiterate my gratitude to Dr. June Soomer, 
Secretary General of the Association of Caribbean 
States, for her support and backing for the holding 
of the Business Forum of the Greater Caribbean.

I wish all participants every success.
Thank you very much.

We will maintain our commitment to 
strengthen this Association and its objec-
tives of turning the Greater Caribbean into a 
“shared space of development.”  
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SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS

SAINT LUCIA

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRA-
NADINES

 SURINAME

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

VENEZUELA

GUYANA

JAMAICA

MARTINIQUE

MEXICO

NICARAGUA

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

OFFICIAL DELEGATIONS WELCOMED

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

ARGENTINA

BARBADOS

DOMINICA

GRENADA

GUATEMALA
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Venue: Heredia Convention Center, Santiago de 
Cuba

The following summary was prepared with in-
formation published in Cuba Foreign Trade maga-
zines of the respective years. However, the maga-
zines containing the reports on the first three fairs 
(1992, 1993 and 1994) were no longer available, and 
therefore the information was taken from com-
mentaries published in subsequent CFT editions .

CFT 1992
First  Expocaribe fair 
Inaugural speech by Ricardo Cabrisas, minister 

of Mincex. 
“History tells us that the eastern territories have 

projected themselves toward the Caribbean, not 
only culturally, but also economically.”

CFT 1993
2nd Expocaribe fair
“It set standards for future meetings”

CFT 1994
- 3rd Expocaribe fair
- Second Meeting of Caribbean Businessmen
- Guest of honor: the late Michael Manley, for-

mer Prime Minister of Jamaica and great friend of 
Cuba and of Commander in Chief Fidel Castro

EXPOCARIBE IN CFT
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No. 2/1995
4th Expocaribe Fair
June 26-July 2
“Opening Roads for Caribbean Trade”
Inaugural speech by Ricardo Cabrisas, minister 

of Mincex
3rd Meeting of Caribbean Businessmen

No. 4/1996
5th Expocaribe Fair
June 24-30
“A Business Market with a Future”
Meetings with representatives from the Asso-

ciation of Caribbean States (ACS), the Caribbean 
Association of Industry and Commerce (Caic), the 
European Union and WTCA

No. 4/1997
6th Expocaribe Fair
June 23-29 
“Expocaribe Grows”
It went up from 20 Cuban exhibitors in 1992 to 

551 companies from 39 countries, in addition to 337 
Cuban enterprises.

Inaugural speech by Ricardo Cabrisas, minister 
of Mincex

Conference by the executive director of CAIC

No. 3/1998
7th Expocaribe Fair
Dates not available
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“A Successful Business Meeting in the Heart of 
the Caribbean”

No. 3/1999
8th Expocaribe Fair
June 20-27
“Vocation for Integration”

No. 3/2000
9th Expocaribe Fair
June 18-25 
“The Fair of Cuban Entrepreneurs”

No. 3/2001
10th Expocaribe Fair
June 17-22 
10th anniversary
Government Minister Ricardo Cabrisas toured 

the Fair.
Speech by Raúl de la Nuez, minister of Mincex
Baroness Janet Mary Young, co-President of the 

Cuba Initiative was the most distinguished guest.
Attendance of several ministers and leading of-

ficials of Caribbean chambers
Participation of the Caribbean Export Develop-

ment Agency (Ceda)

No. 3/2002
11th Expocaribe Fair
June 9-14 
“Stimulus to Entrepreneurial Culture”
Inaugural speech by Raúl de la Nuez, minister of 

Mincex
Participation of Ceda
It was visited by nearly 50 French businessmen 

headed by the General Director of Medef.

No. 3/2003
12th Expocaribe Fair
June 8-13
“For Caribbean Trade Integration”
Inaugural speech by Raúl de la Nuez, minister of 

Mincex
Special intervention by Norman Girvan, Secre-

tary General of the ACS
Three meetings of the Great Caribbean spon-

sored by the ACS:
1) Business Forum of the Great Caribbean
2) Forum of the trade promotion organizations
3) Meeting of the ACS Special Committee for the 

Development of Foreign Economic Relations

No. 3/2005
13th Expocaribe Fair
June 18-24
“Open to the Caribbean and the World”
Inaugural speech by Raúl de la Nuez, minister of 

Mincex
Participation of a delegation from the Chinese 

Council for the Promotion of International Trade 
(CCPIT)

No. 3/2006
14th Expocaribe Fair
Dates not available
“What happened this year in Santiago?”
Inaugural speech by Raúl de la Nuez, minister of 

Mincex
15th anniversary of Heredia Theater
Distinguished visitor: Mr. Manuel Madriz, Gen-

eral Director for Foreign Relations of the ACS
Interview with the Chamber of Commerce del-

egate in Santiago de Cuba

No. 4/2008
15th Expocaribe Fair
June 1-6
15th anniversary: Celebration in Santiago
Inaugural speech by Raúl de la Nuez, minister of 

Mincex
Session of the Cuba-CARICOM Business Committee
6th Meeting of Rum Manufacturers from the Ca-

ribbean
Personalities: the president of CAIC and the 

trade director of the ACS.

Baroness Janet Mary Young
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EXCELLENCE IN PINAR DEL RÍO 
ARCHITECTURE HAS A NAME:

GENESIS
By: Ramón Crespo Hernández

In constant evolution since it was created on De-
cember 17, 1976, the Architecture and Engineering 

Projects Enterprise of Pinar del Rio is leader of the 
sector in the western region of the country, sup-
ported by the creativity and experience of its spe-
cialists and technicians.

The company has a patrimony of more than four 
thousand projects that cover all spheres of soci-
ety, standing out in the conception of urbaniza-
tions and housing, design of highways, educational 
works, health, tourism, renewable energies and 
infrastructure.

Premises such as the emblematic La Ermita, Los 
Jazmines and Rancho San Vicente hotels, in Viñales, 
or the Moka, in Las Terrazas, bear its seal. Likewise, 
works such as the embankment to Cayo Jutía, the 
Abel Santamaría provincial hospital, and the cen-
tral mountain road are among the main Genesis 
projects. 

More recently, the Central Hotel in Viñales, the 
road access to the city of Artemisa, and bases of 
warehouses and facilities for the Mariel Special 
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Development Zone, among other works, have 
been added to this list.

A Brand for the Future
Celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2017, the com-

pany decided to launch a new trade name that 
would allow a renewed image, in tune with the 
current context and with greater visibility in the 
market. 

After a process that involved all the workers, 
according to its general manager, architect Alain 
Goñiz Jaime, the name Genesis was selected, “be-
cause design is the origin of all investments.”

Through promotion and marketing activities at 
the Havana International Fair, presentations at Ex-
pocuba, publications in specialized magazines, so-
cial networks and other spaces, the brand began 
to gain impact. 

Thus, the advertising campaign “Súmate a la Gé-
nesis” (Join the Genesis) made it possible to attract 
new customers in the provinces of Artemisa and 
Mayabeque, and in ZED Mariel, backed by a highly 
efficient performance. 



Ceremonia de entrega del Premio Ocpi 2018 a Génesis / OCPI 2018 Genesis Award Ceremony
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After only two years of its con-
ception and implementation, it 
now received the National Prize 
for Creativity and Technological 
Innovation 2018 from the Cuban 
Office of Industrial Property 
(OCPI), in the category of trade-
marks and other distinctive 
signs.

The award praises the com-
pany’s management of intan-
gible assets, which also includes 
the relevance given to the areas 
of communication and informa-
tion.

“It is a reward to talent and 
the sense of belonging, because the name has not 
been imposed, but emerged from us and for us,” 
says Goñiz Jaime.

“In addition to the visibility achieved in different 
media, such as leaflets, the web, business stands 
and others, the most important thing is the per-
sonalized seal now carried by our plans, which ul-
timately represent us more faithfully,” he explains.

“We believe that the award marks a milestone 
for the province, winner of this award that will be 
a stimulus for other organizations to develop their 
brands,” said MSc. Aimeé Macola Estrada, deputy 
director of the OCPI.

Quality and Innovation as 
Premises

Pillars for the growth of Gene-
sis are the permanent search for 
excellence through the imple-
mentation of an Integrated Sys-
tem of Quality Management and 
Occupational Safety and Health 
that satisfies the requirements 
established in the standards NC 
ISO 9001: 2015 and NC 18001: 2015. 
This represents a scope to the 
“Design of works of architecture 
and engineering, topography 
services, survey to buildings and 
services of technical preparation 

to investments”, with certification renewed by the 
National Office of Standardization (ONN) through 
certificates accrediting conformity and to promote 
innovation and industrial property.

Previously, the company had obtained a men-
tion in the 2010 edition of the award, and is the 
only entity in the sector that has the registration of 
an Industrial Model for a Construction System, by 
architect Eloy Pestano Rivera.

The knowledge and passion they put into their 
projects have been recognized on two occasions 
with the Provincial Quality Award, granted by the 



Entre los principales proyectos de Génesis destacan los hoteles de Viñales / The hotels in Viñales stand out among the main 
Genesis projects
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Board of Directors in Pinar del Río, and the National 
Quality Award of the Ministry of Construction.

They also participated, through their designs or 
professionals, in events, conventions and contests 
where they won the First Prize in the 5th Biennial of 
Caribbean Architecture, and the First Prize in the 
3rd National Salon of Cuban Architecture.  

More than twenty countries have received their 
advice and courses, particularly the collaboration 
with the Pan American and World Health Organiza-
tions in the area of architectural accessibility.

It has a Center for Scientific and Technical Infor-
mation, which provides services to the construction 
system in the territory, and also exhibits 28 provin-
cial awards for technological innovation, four pro-
vincial awards from the Cuban Academy of Sciences 
and the status of Innovative Company of the Repub-
lic of Cuba, for twelve consecutive years.



Cuba-UK Business Forum in Havana

RE-LAUNCH 
OF THE CUBA INITIATIVE

The Cuba-United Kingdom Business Forum was 
held in Havana on June 17 and 18. 

The opening session was attended by President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel, Vice-President of the Council 
of Ministers Ricardo Cabrisas, and the Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment (MINCEX), 
Rodrigo Malmierca, co-chair of the Cuba Initiative. 

Lord David Triesman, member of the House 
of Lords and co-chairman of the Cuba Initiative, 
chaired the delegation on behalf of the United 
Kingdom.

Orlando Hernández Guillén, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba, 
also attended the inauguration.

Vice President Cabrisas officially welcomed Lord 
David Triesman and his accompanying delegation 
of businessmen from the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Minister Malmierca highlighted the presence of 
the British businessmen in priority sectors such as 
tourism and renewable energies. He was also op-
timistic that the meeting would make it possible 
to identify new products and services that would 
stimulate an increase in trade flows between the 
two nations.

Malmierca stated that the re-launching of the 
Cuba Initiative is a historic moment for relations 
between the two countries.
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Statements by Lord Triesman
The representative of the United Kingdom as-

serted that this is indeed a relaunch, because 
they arrive with new energies and intentions. He 
stressed that they can operate in all strategic sec-
tors if the project is properly developed and differ-
ent methods and paths are sought.

Lord David Triesman
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During the opening of the event, Lord Triesman 
deplored the tightening of the economic, financial 
and commercial blockade that the United States 
maintains on Cuba. He also defended the possi-
bility of establishing a greater exchange between 
both countries in areas such as energy, food secu-
rity and tourism, among others.

The Opportunities Offered by Cuba
The British businessmen received detailed infor-

mation on the development of renewable energy 
in Cuba, the current situation of banking, biotech-
nology, agriculture, and food production.

 Renewable Energy
A presentation was made on the development 

of renewable energy and business opportunities in 
this sector.

In her speech at the forum, Tatiana Amaran 
Bogachova, Director General of Electricity of the 
Ministry of Energy and Mines, reported that since 
2005 the country has been implementing a change 
in the energy matrix in order to reduce financial 
costs and generate energy with cleaner, more en-
vironmentally friendly sources that use less fossil 
resources.

“Today we have 57 sugar plants in operation in 
the country with 470 installed megawatts (MW) 
produced from sugarcane biomass and delivering 
the excess energy to the national power grid. We 
have four wind farms that generate 11.8 MW and 65 
photovoltaic solar parks with a total power of 152 
MW, in addition to solar panels in rural areas and 
others of difficult access, mainly in schools, clinics 
and community homes.

She assured that 100% of the population has ac-
cess to electrical services by different ways, mostly 
through the national power grid, and several com-
munities receive it by diesel engines, others with 
generators, and the most isolated with photovol-
taic solar panels. There are also 147 hydroelectric 
plants, five biogas plants, 2,288 bio-digesters and 
four sugarcane biomass plants.

The projection until 2030 plans to increase these 
sources to replace 1.75 million tons of fossil fuels 
per year and will stop emitting more than 6 million 
tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. The 
participation of renewable energy sources in gen-
eration is 6%, and the policy is to increase it to 24%, 
according to studies and evaluations of territorial 
potentialities, said the official.

 Production and Marketing of Medicines
Normando Iznaga Escobar, Business Director of 

BioCubaFarma, explained that this organization, 
made up of 32 enterprises, owns more than 160 
patents and markets its products in 43 countries. 
There are ample possibilities for joint ventures, 
while there are 450 projects identified in its port-
folio.

He also highlighted that its more than 20,000 
workers have created drugs, diagnostic equipment 
and high-tech services aimed at improving human 
health, food production with advanced technolo-
gies, and for crops and livestock.

He mentioned several vaccines such as the thera-
peutic and prophylactic vaccine against hepatitis B, 
and those designed to reduce the tumor mass in dif-
ferent types of cancer, mainly lung cancer of rapid 
growth. They also developed Heberprot-P to heal 
complex wounds and diabetic foot ulcers, Heber-
feron against skin cancer, especially vessel-cellular 
cancer, and others that benefit Cuban patients.

Agriculture and Food Production
Ydael Pérez Brito, First Deputy Minister of Agri-

culture, described the Cuban situation in this sec-
tor and the projects and programs they carry out, 
where the different existing productive forms are 
charged with producing food for the country and 
also open up business possibilities.

Cuba, a Safe Place for Investments
The British side presented experiences of their 

stay in Cuba and, together with the benefits of-
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fered by the country for the establishment of eco-
nomic and commercial relations, pointed out some 
aspects that must be improved, such as the agility 
in the approvals of new investments and the neces-
sary procedures for them.

Cuba is a safe place to establish business, said 
the representatives of 28 companies from the 
United Kingdom who participated in the Business 
Forum held at Hotel Nacional in Havana.

The British side reported results of its business 
presence in the country.

Both Andrew MacDonald, from the renewable 
energy sources sector; Alfonso Segura, from Cas-
trol S.A., and Gregory Biniowsky, from Gowling 
WLG, agreed when they said that Cuba has con-
ditions that favor commercial relations, such as 
stability in political management, low corruption 
rates with respect to other countries, and diversity 
in the economic spectrum, even without having ex-
ploited all of its possibilities.

Some other companies that participated in this 
forum are De La Rue Currency, Bird and Bird, Sala-
manca Investment Group, Future Fuel, and Virgin 
Atlantic.

The Hurdles of the Criminal Blockade
The British also made reference to the hurdles 

created by the criminal economic, commercial and 
financial blockade, which has now been tightened 
with the activation of Title III of the Helms-Burton 
Act, is intended to frighten those who wish to in-
vest in the Island.

Other Activities
Triesman’s work program included meetings 

with leaders from a dozen ministries, including 
those of Energy and Mines, Transport and Tourism, 
as well as the Central Bank of Cuba.

He also visited the facilities of the BioCubaFarma 
Business Group and the Mariel Special Develop-
ment Zone (ZED Mariel).

Opening Address by Minister Malmierca
H.E. Lord David Triesman, Member of the House 

of Lords and Co-Chairman of the Cuba Initiative,
H.E. Mr. Antony Stokes, Ambassador of the Unit-

ed Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
Distinguished members of the Cuba Initiative 

and representatives of Cuban entities present,
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great honor for me to welcome you to our 

country and to this business forum, which confirms 
the determination of our respective governments 
to promote economic and trade relations between 
Cuba and the United Kingdom.

On this special occasion we have the privilege of 
attending the re-launch of the Cuba Initiative, in 
accordance with the will expressed during the visit 
to London of President Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermú-
dez in November last year and ratified in Havana by 
Their Royal Highnesses, the Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwall.

Some of the British friends who accompany us 
in this event have had many years of relations with 
Cuba. Others are approaching our country for the 
first time. To all of them we extend an affectionate 
greeting, full of the warmth of this people, which 
welcomes them with its traditional hospitality.

It is well known that the Cuban economy is fac-
ing a difficult situation, fundamentally motivated 
by the tightening of the economic, commercial and 
financial blockade of the United States. Without a 
doubt, this continues to be the main obstacle to 
the development of our country.

The recent decision of the United States Admin-
istration to fully implement Title III of the Helms-
Burton Act, a measure that we strongly condemn 
and reject, reinforces the intention to discourage 
Cuba’s economic relations with other countries. 
Your presence at this event is yet another sign of 
the failure of that U.S. policy.

Despite pressures from our northern neighbor 
and other difficulties such as the effects of climate 
change that we have had to face more forcefully in 
recent years, Cuba is determined to move forward.

To this end, we continue to move forward in 
the process of updating our model of economic 
and social development, which has three program-
matic documents widely debated by the people 
and approved by our Parliament. I am referring to 
the Economic and Social Policy Guidelines, the Con-
ceptualization of the Model and the Bases of the 
National Development Plan until 2030.

Recently, after a democratic process of popular 
participation, we held a referendum to adopt a 
new Constitution, which was proclaimed last April 
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10. The new constitution provides legal support to 
this transformation process.

In these documents you will be able to find the 
vision of Cuba that we are constructing with deter-
mination, to achieve the socialist model of prosper-
ous and sustainable economic and social develop-
ment to which we aspire.

Among the essential components of this process 
of updating the Cuban economy are the diversifica-
tion of economic relations abroad and the recogni-
tion of the essential role of foreign investment for 
the development of the country.

The activities that we have identified as priori-
tized for foreign capital correspond to the strate-
gic sectors defined in the development program 
and include, among others, tourism, biotechnol-
ogy and pharmaceutical industries, food produc-
tion, construction, and the electro-energy sector, 
with emphasis on increasing the use of renewable 
energy sources.

In order to favor the attraction of foreign invest-
ment, in 2014 we renewed its regulatory frame-
work, offering with a new law more guarantees 
and incentives to investors. Another important 
step was the creation of the Mariel Special Devel-
opment Zone, with additional attractions, a new 
port and a modern container terminal.

I inform you that we will continue to take steps 
to facilitate and support the establishment in Cuba 
of foreign investors that, in addition to providing 
capital, may allow us to access advanced technolo-
gies, capture efficient management methods, as 
well as diversify and expand our export markets.

In line with the aforementioned priorities and 
objectives, we are pleased to know that we already 
have British companies incorporated into invest-
ment projects in Cuba, linked to the tourism and 
renewable energy sectors. We see great potential 
to continue generating mutually advantageous 
partnerships and we hope that during your stay in 
our country new interests will be forged.

In terms of bilateral trade, we believe that the 
current levels of trade are far below potential and 
that we have opportunities to increase the flow in 
both directions.

We offer you a portfolio of Cuban exportable 
goods and services, which in addition to traditional 
items such as tobacco, rum, coffee, sea products 
and tropical juices and fruits contains other pro-
posals resulting from the scientific development 
achieved by our country in areas such as biotech-
nology. We aspire to establish alliances with British 
companies in this and other sectors in which the 
development of the human capital formed by the 
Revolution represents a competitive advantage. 
The organizers of this event have prepared an in-

teresting program, which will delve into many of 
the issues I have mentioned, and we will have the 
opportunity to exchange on issues relevant to both 
parties. At the same time, I know that the British 
delegation will pay visits to centers of interest, 
which we hope will be useful.

We consider that these activities are an excel-
lent opportunity to deepen the mutual knowledge 
of our markets and foster direct economic links be-
tween companies from both countries.

I convey to you, with sincerity and optimism, our 
confidence that the re-launch of the Cuba Initiative 
is a historic moment for relations between our 
countries. We have the challenge of materializing 
wills to give a real and transcendental impulse to 
these links. On our part, they will have the full sup-
port of the Cuban authorities.

We thank you all for your presence and wish you 
success and a pleasant stay in our country.

Meeting with Vice-President Cabrisas
Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz, vice-president of the 

Council of Ministers, received Lord David Triesman 
on Monday. Vice President Cabrisas pointed out 
the good state of relations between Cuba and the 
United Kingdom, a country that intends to raise its 
economic and commercial relations with ours to a 
higher level through the re-launching of the activi-
ties of the Cuba Initiative. Vice-President Cabrisas 
acknowledged the British Government’s position 
regarding the application of Title III of the Helms-
Burton Act as one of the countries that reject this 
measure within the framework of the European 
Union.

The meeting ratified the mutual will to contin-
ue strengthening bilateral economic relations. As 
part of the actions to be developed between the 
two governments, an action plan is foreseen to 
pay tribute to the fulfillment of the commitments 
reached during the visit.

Lord Triesman’s program for his visit to Cuba 
included meetings with directors of the ministries 
of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, Foreign 
Affairs, Energy and Mines, Transport, Agriculture, 
Tourism, Finance and Prices, Science, Technology 
and Environment, Economy and Planning, as well 
as the Central Bank of Cuba. It also foresaw tours 
through the facilities of the BioCubaFarma Busi-
ness Group and the Mariel Special Development 
Zone.

Lord David Triesman was accompanied by Chris 
Bennet, coordinator of the Cuba Initiative in Lon-
don, Antony Stokes, ambassador of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to 
Cuba, and a group of representatives of companies 
based in Havana.



The Cuba Initiative is an independent, non-
governmental organization that supports pro-
grams that improve the relationship between 
the United Kingdom and Cuba. It was founded 
in 1995 with a particular focus on trade and in-
vestment promotion.

Other participants from the Cuban side were lnal-
vis Bonachea González, Director of European Trade 
Policy at MINCEX and Olena Navas Pérez, Commer-
cial Advisor at the Cuban Embassy in the UK.

President Diaz-Canel Receives Co-Chairman of 
Cuba Initiative

The President of the Councils of State and Min-
isters, Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez received Lord 
David Triesman, co-chairman of the Cuba Initiative.

The meeting confirmed the good state of bilat-
eral economic relations and the commitment of the 
Cuba Initiative to continue working to strengthen it.

Lord Triesman was accompanied by Mr. Antony 
Stokes, United Kingdom Ambassador in Havana and 
Chris Bennett, coordinator of the Cuba Initiative. 

Also participating were Rodrigo Malmierca, Min-
ister of Foreign Trade and Investment, and Marceli-
no Medina, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The visit represented the confirmation of the 
relaunch of the Cuba Initiative, in accordance with 
the will expressed by both parties during the stay 
of President Díaz-Canel in London in November 
2018. 

Sources: PL, ACN, Granma newspaper and ProCuba



Vice-President Cabrisas Received Distinguished French Visitor 

REVIEW OF COMMON INTERESTS

The Vice-President of the Council of Ministers of 
Cuba Ricardo Cabrisas, and the Secretary Gener-

al of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of 
France, Maurice Gourdault-Montagne reviewed the 
bilateral economic agenda on June 14. The French 
leader was in Cuba on an official visit with the pur-
pose of political consultations between the two 
countries.

They reviewed the progress of the agenda and 
the main projects under development, as well as 
their perspectives, and highlighted the positive ad-
vances in economic and trade relations, as well as 
the willingness to work in a coordinated manner to 
continue strengthening ties in those sectors.

Other participants on the French side were the 
Ambassador to Cuba, Patrice Paoli; the head of the 
Secretary General’s office, Jean Christophe Paris; 
the head of the Central America and Caribbean 
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Division of the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Af-
fairs of France, Sebastien Jaunet; and the Director 
of the French Development Agency (AFD) in Cuba, 
Calógero Sciandra, among other officials.

Vice President Cabrisas was accompanied by Ar-
mando Vergara Bueno, acting Director General of 
Bilateral Affairs, and Alba Soto Pimentel, Director 
of Europe and Canada, both from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; Nélida Guerra Moreira, Deputy Di-
rector of European Trade Policy at the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, and other 
officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
MINCEX.

Sources: ACN and Granma newspaper



Vice-President Cabrisas in Russia 

A TIGHT AND FRUITFUL 
WORK SCHEDULE

Ricardo Cabrisas, vice-president of the Cuban 
Council of Ministers, chaired the Cuban delega-

tion to the International Economic Forum in St. 
Petersburg at the beginning of June. The delega-
tion was made up by the minister of Economy and 
Planning, Alejandro Gil Fernández; the minister of 
Industries, Alfredo López Valdés; the ambassador 
in Moscow, Gerardo Peñalver Portal, and directives 
and officials of other institutions.

During its stay in Russia, the delegation devel-
oped a tight work agenda that included: 

The Duma (Parliament) in St. Petersburg
Vice-President Cabrisas held a fraternal meeting 

at the Duma headquarters with Valentina Matvi-
enko, president of the Federation Council or up-
per chamber of the Russian Parliament, who an-
nounced the visit to Cuba of Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev.

The leader of the Upper House confirmed the 
guarantee of favorable conditions for Cuban stu-
dents in this historic city, including payment of sti-
pends and flights to Russia. To this end, an annex 
was signed to the protocol of agreement on coop-
eration in the field of education, which eradicated 
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all pending issues.
Another coordination assumed by the Council 

of the Federation was the restoration of the Capi-
tol building in Havana, especially the repair of its 
dome. 

Transportation
Meeting with the Russian Transport Minister, 

Evgueni Ditrij, during which they discussed the 
implementation of bilateral agreements and pros-
pects for cooperation in this area.

The Russian minister pointed out that during 
this period the protocol on the modification of the 
1992 governmental maritime transport agreement 
was signed, while a bilateral agreement on air navi-
gation was initialed.

In addition, the Russian official referred to the 
progress and positive results of the Commission 
for Maritime and Rail Transport, as well as the reg-
ular meetings of the working groups in the field of 
transport in general.

Agriculture
Meeting with the Minister of Agriculture of Rus-

sia, Dimitri Patrushev, in which they noted the sus-
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tained increase in the participation of this sector 
in bilateral exchange. They agreed to strengthen 
cooperation and trade in the agricultural sphere, 
with greater Russian participation in the supply of 
equipment to the island.

Patrushev expressed his satisfaction for the fact 
that five meat-producing companies from his coun-
try have been approved for work with the island, and 
considered that this opens the way for the participa-
tion of other Russian companies in this activity.

He recalled that since 2016 Russia participates in 
the recovery of the citrus production in the island, 
and said that one of its stages is the supply of ag-
ricultural equipment, including irrigation systems.

In addition, he highlighted the existence of a 
road map, agreed during the session of the joint 
intergovernmental commission last October in Ha-
vana, for cooperation between the Cuban Ministry 
of Agriculture and the Raduga Institute, attached 
to the Russian ministry in charge of that sector.

Vice President of the Government of Russia
A fruitful working session was held at the Gov-

ernment headquarters with Yuri Borisov, Vice-Pres-
ident of the Government of the Russian Federation. 
Cabrisas and Borisov, co-chairs of the Intergovern-
mental Commission for Economic-Commercial and 
Scientific-Technical Collaboration, acknowledged 
the progress made since their last meeting, held at 
the end of January in Moscow. 

The Russian vice-premier was emphatic in re-
jecting the measures of economic, commercial 
and financial blockade of the United States against 
the Island, pointing out that, in these circumstanc-
es, not in the least easy, “Cuba could count on the 
support of Russia.”

Other Meetings
Meeting with Tatiana Valovaya, Minister of In-

tegration and Macroeconomics of the Eurasian 
Union.

Before traveling to Saint Petersburg, Cabrisas 
met with the governor of the Central Bank of Rus-
sia, Mrs. Elvira Nabiullina; the deputy minister of 
Industry and Commerce, Georgui Kalamanov; the 
director of the Ministry of Finance, Konstantin 
Vischkovski, as well as several company directors 
who actively participate in projects with Cuba.

Cabrisas also held meetings with the general di-
rector of the Russian Export Center, Andrei Slepni-
ov; the general director of the Export Insurance 
Agency, Exiar; the vice-president of veb.ru Bank 
(former Vnesheconombank) Dimitri Algulian; the 
vice-president of Promsviazbank, Alexei Tiupanov; 
the general director of Roscosmos Corporation, 
Dimitri Rogozin, as well as the general director of 
the Automotive Gaz Group, Vadim Sorokin.



PROXCOR S.A.

NEW JOINT VENTURE 
FOR CONFECTIONERY

The creation of the Proxcor S.A. joint venture by 
the Slovak group Proxenta and the Cuban com-

pany Corporación Alimentaria S.A. (Coralsa) con-
firms the confidence that Cuba is an attractive and 
safe place for foreign investment. The new com-
pany based in Caibarién, province of Villa Clara, will 
be dedicated to the production of fruit preserves, 
biscuits and sweets.

The planned investment includes the installation 
of modern technology that will allow the delivery 
of products for the Cuban market and for export.
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Once the technological reconversion is complet-
ed, the new factory will have a production capacity 
of more than 12,000 tons per year of sweet biscuits, 
wafers, candies, breakfast cereals and others.

The investment process is planned for the next 
five years in different stages, the first of which will 
produce biscuits and wafers, starting in the last 
quarter of 2020. The remaining productions will 
follow in 2023.

Source: ACN



Vice-president of Vietnam visits Cuba  

HISTORICAL FRIENDSHIP AND 
COOPERATION RELATIONS

Dang Thi Ngoc Thinh, vice-president of the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam completed a five-day of-

ficial visit to Cuba in July as part of frequent politi-
cal, economic and commercial exchanges between 
the two countries. 

Ngoc Thinh thus corresponded to an invita-
tion from the Cuban first vice president, Sal-
vador Valdés, with whom she held talks about 
strengthening the historic relations of friend-
ship and cooperation between the two nations. 
The Vietnamese vice-president has been part of 
the Foreign Relations Committee of the National 
Assembly since 1979.

Visit to the ZED Mariel
As part of her official visit to Cuba, Dang Thi Ngoc 

Thinh visited the Mariel Special Development Zone, 
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where she was informed about the important eco-
nomic projects being carried out there.

The tour included the construction areas of Vi-
mariel industrial park with the presence of the 
ViMariel, S.A. joint venture, a subsidiary of the 
Vietnamese Viglacera Corporation, as developer 
of   approximately 160 hectares in the first conces-
sion granted by the Cuban State to a foreign enter-
prise. Ngoc Thinh learned about the current state 
of constructive actions and their importance for 
the growth of the ZED Mariel, and said she hoped 
that Viglacera will become a locomotive to boost  
its growth and attract foreign investment.

The vice-president of the Viglacera group and 
president of the Vimariel project, Tran Ngoc Anh, 
said that the industrial park is the first large 100% 
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foreign investment project in Cuba and is a symbol 
of the solidarity between the two countries.

Le Quang Hung, vice-minister for Construction 
of Vietnam, ministry wich co-chair the Cuba-Viet-
nam Intergovernmental Commission, highlighted 
his commitment to achieve successful investment 
in Cuba and expressed the intention to invest in a 
new project that will include hotels, golf areas and  
workers’ housing.

ZED Mariel general director Ana Teresa Igarza 
said that experiences from other countries were 
studied when creating the Zone, including those of 
Vietnam.

Vietnam has consolidated as second largest 
trading partner of Cuba in the Asia-Pacific region. 
In 2018 the bilateral trade exchange exceeded 300 
million dollars, and a recent trade agreement fore-
sees to increase that figure to 500 million until 2022. 

Vietnam is also an important investment part-
ner ranking first in that region. In addition to Vi-
glacera is the mixed company Sanvig S.A. for the 
production of ceramic coating and sanitary furni-
ture, while, in March 2016, Thai Binh was the first 
Vietnamese company to establish itself as a 100% 
foreign capital user in the Mariel Special Develop-
ment Zone for the production of sanitary pads and 
disposable diapers. In 2018 it set-up a joint venture 
with Suchel for the production and marketing of 
detergents and other cleaning products, also in the 
ZED Mariel.

Visiting Rice Development Fields in Cuba’s West-
ernmost Province

The vice-president checked the progress of the 
Vietnam-Cuba rice project in the development 
fields south of the municipality of Los Palacios, 
province of Pinar del Río, aimed at yielding approx-
imately 6 tons per hectare. The latest technolo-
gies being introduced in this project will favor the 
growth of production.

During her meeting with executives of the Agro-
industrial Grain Company, the leader praised the 
way in which the program had been conceived and 
celebrated the photos of Ho Chi Minh and Fidel Cas-
tro in the premises.

Visit to the Varadero Tourist Resort
The Vietnamese vice-president Dang Thi Ngoc-

Thinh noted the attractions of the province of 
Matanzas, where she appreciated a significant eco-
nomic boost.
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As part of her official stay she visited Varadero, 
Cuba’s main sun and beach tourist pole, with 52 ho-
tels in operation and more than 21,000 bedrooms.

In the act of welcoming the distinguished visitor 
she was presented with an account of the tourist 
development in Varadero and the projects in the 
coming years, in addition to highlighting some of 
the attractions of the well-known beach, selected 
by Trip Advisor as the world’s second best beach 
in 2019.

The vice- president said that there are ever more 
businessmen in her country with the wish to invest 
abroad, and that they will surely agree to do so in 
Cuba in both   telecommunications and tourist infra-
structure and services, especially in Varadero.

Raúl Castro and Díaz-Canel Received the Vice-
president

Army General Raúl Castro, First Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Cuba, and Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, president 
of the Councils of State and Ministers, received the 
Vietnamese vice president Dang Thi NgocThinh, 
who paid an official visit to our country.

During the friendly meeting they exchanged on 
the close brotherly ties that unite the two peoples, 
parties and governments, as well as on the respec-
tive experiences in the construction of socialism.

Similarly, they discussed the excellent state 
of bilateral relations, the implementation of the 
agreements between Vietnam and Cuba and issues 
of the international agenda.

The distinguished visitor was accompanied by 
Nguyen Quoc Cuong, vice-minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Vietnam, and Nguyen Trung Thanh, ambas-
sador to Cuba. On the Cuban side, Foreign Minister 
Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla and the Ambassador to 
Vietnam, Lianys Torres Rivera, were present.

Source: Prensa Latina
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NEW EXPORT 
OFFERS

The diversification of the items included in the 
country’s export offer is one of the pillars of 

the policy for the development of exports that has 
been repeatedly explained by President Díaz-Canel 
and other authorities and which has been present-
ed in the pages of Cuba Foreign Trade. It is part 
of the Guidelines of the Economic and Social Policy 
approved in 2011 and also of the “Integral Strategy 
for Exports of Goods and Services” approved by 
the Executive Committee of the Council of Minis-
ters on December 27, 2018. It includes both novelty 
items of high added value and traditional items, as 
well as new lines with less added value, identified 
as possible offers. 

In this issue we start publishing a section with 
the list of the new items, which starts with three 
types of products: a) products that were tradi-
tional at some previous stage and have now been 
recovered; b) lines that are offered in the tourist 
market and other hard currency markets within 
frontiers, and c) totally new products identified for 
development and production.

In future CFT issues we will continue enlarging 
this list.

Introduction to the Guidelines of the Eco-
nomic and Social Policy

• To recover the exporting capacity in tra-
ditional products; to increase in sustained 
manner and diversify the exports of goods 
and services.
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Pinar del Río

California Pepper
Guayabita del Pinar Rum
Hyperimmune anti-D blood plasma
Bee honey by-products such as propoforte, wax, 

and propolis
El Valle rum

Artemisa

Pepper
Chilli
Carrot 
Mamey 
Avocado
Mango
Banana 
Passion fruit
(Selling in borders)
Goat and buffalo milk 
Special meat cuts
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Mayabeque

Sábila gel
Frozen yucca
Chilli 
Cúrcuma
Ginger
Charcoal
Sweet potato 
Oranges 
Guacamole or avocado 
The following fruits are being considered for ex-

port:
Custard apple
Mango 
Mamey 

Isle of Youth

Grapefruit juice concentrate
Essential oils
Aromas
Orange jam
Marble slabs
Tomato puree 
Fruit pulp

Santiago de Cuba
(Pescasan enterprise)

Soft water lobster (tail or whole)
Claria (eviscerated and filets)
Golden and red tilapia 
White and stained tench 
Common carp
White amura
Colosoma 
Large oysters
Clams
Crab
Crawfish
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The Chamber Today

Cuba-Italy Business Committee Session

INTEREST AND POTENTIAL 
FOR TRADE AND INVESTMENT

A Cuban business mission visited Italy June 24-28, 
with the purpose of celebrating the 7th Session 

of the Cuba-Italy Business Committee.
The fundamental objectives of the mission, 

which were fulfilled, were:

- To hold the above-mentioned session with a 
view to promoting the Cuban exportable offer and 
the new opportunities for trade and investment, 
as well as to sign the Committee’s Action Plan for 
the period 2019-2020.

- To promote foreign investment projects in 
the chemical, agro-industry and hotel industries, 
containerized cargo services sectors, as well as to 
explore and hold meetings with producers of tech-
nology, machinery, and equipment and suppliers 
of imported products in general.

- To convey the message of the illegality of Title 
III of the Helms-Burton Act.

- To reactivate relations with the Chamber of 
Commerce of Rome.

- To promote the Havana International Fair.
- To hold meetings with the Director General of 

the Rome Fair and with the Italian Agency for For-
eign Trade, ICE.
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- To participate together with the Central Bank 
of Cuba in meetings with banking institutions such 
as the Italian Society for the Promotion of Invest-
ments Abroad (SIMEST) and the insurance compa-
ny SACE. 

The work program was coordinated with Padova 
Promex as the Italian counterpart of the commit-
tee, the Italian section of the business committee, 
the ICE Agency and the Cuban Embassy in Rome.

This program was first developed in the context 
of the Padua International Week, with the follow-
ing objectives:

- To promote the Cuban presence, since this 
Padua event was attended by companies from 14 
countries of sectors such as tourism, gastronomy, 
hotels and services, among others.

- To enrich the international week of Padua with 
the celebration of the 7th Session of the Cuba-Italy 
Business Committee.

-  To include Cuba in the visits to leading Italian 
companies in the agro-industrial, hotel supplies 
and gastronomic equipment sectors, which are 
part of the business of this region.
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The mission was presided over by the President 
of the Chamber of Commerce and integrated by 
the Central Bank of Cuba, the Ministry of Tourism 
and seven enterprises from the agro-industrial sec-
tors and their exports, honey and rum exports, ho-
tel supplies and services, cargo transportation, and 
the chemical industry.

The 7th Session was held at the Padua Convention 
Center during the Cuba Day in that city, with atten-
dance of more than 70 Italian companies.

A presentation was made on the following sub-
jects:

- Counterpart fund on the management of short-
term financing to support import needs in com-
mercial operations in the tourism sector; invest-
ment projects in the chemical industry, logistics 

services in support of merchandise trade, and the 
agro-industrial sector and its investment projec-
tions.

A business meeting was also held with the pres-
ence of new Italian companies interested in the Cu-
ban market.

The mission offered the opportunity to promote 
participation in the 37th edition of the Havana In-
ternational Fair and other fairs to be held in Cuba 
in 2020.

Each of the Cuban companies also developed a 
program according to their interests.

At the end of their stay in Padua, the delegation 
traveled to Rome, where they had fruitful meet-
ings with ICE, SIMEST, the Chamber of Commerce 
of Rome, SACE, MAECI, and the Rome Fair.

The Chamber Today



Algiers International Fair 2019

PROMOTING TRADE AND INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

A business delegation from Cuba, organized by 
the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of 

Cuba, visited Algeria at the end of June to partici-
pate in the Algiers International Fair and promote 
trade and investment relations with that country.

The mission was headed by the Secretary Gen-
eral of the Chamber, Omar de J. Fernández, and 
included representatives of 20 companies from 
sectors such as the biopharmaceutical, agro-food, 
telecommunications and cultural industries.

At the Fair, the delegation promoted Cuban 
export goods such as biotechnological products, 
tropical fruit purees and artistic and utilitarian 
crafts, as well as professional info-communications 
and cultural services. Representatives of the Alge-
rian branch of Servicios Médicos Cubanos also par-
ticipated with the offer of their ophthalmological 
services.

Mr. Djellal Serandi Maamar, presidente de la Cámara de Comercio e Industria de Tipaza y Omar de J. Fernández Jiménez, secre-
tario general de la Cámara de Comercio de la República de Cuba / Mr. Djellal Serandi Maamar, president of the Tipaza Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and Omar de J. Fernández Jiménez, secretary general of the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba
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The First Session of the Cuba-Algeria Business 
Committee was held and the Action Plan for the 
period 2019-2020 was signed.

Meetings took place with representatives of  the 
Argelian Society of Fairs and Exhibitions (SAFEX) 
and with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Algeria in which letters of invitation to partici-
pate in FIHAV 2019 were delivered.

Cuba’s interest in concretizing investment proj-
ects with Algerian companies was also transmit-
ted.








