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Message from the President

Orlando Hernández Guillén

After a break of several years, ExpoCaribe reopens its doors in its traditional venue of the Heredia Convention 
Center in Santiago de Cuba. It does so with renewed energies, granting the six eastern provinces and the entire 

country the unique opportunity to offer its goods and services to the Greater Caribbean, its natural environment, 
and to the whole world.

The Business Forum of the Association of Caribbean States to take place during ExpoCaribe will also be an 
excellent opportunity to exchange experiences and information.

The answer of the Trump administration to the world claim in favor of lifting the blockade to Cuba, con-
demned at the UN General Assembly for the past 25 years, has been the attempt to cast a shadow over the 
business environment in Cuba by putting an end to the postponement of the implementation of Title III of 
the Helms Burton Act. The expressions of rejection to this new aggression to Cuba and the world have pro-
liferated once again on the part of governments and enterprises. As expressed by the minister of MINCEX, 
Rodrigo Malmierca at the meeting recently held with foreign investors, “What was conceived to distance us 
and isolate Cuba has precisely the opposite effect. It approaches us even more in the firm purpose of defend-
ing our legitimate common interests.” 

The newly approved Constitution of the Republic, Law 118 on Foreign Investment, Law 80 on Confirmation 
of Cuban Dignity and Sovereignty, as well as other regulations ensure total protection to the investments 
and interests of current and potential foreign partners. The national leadership has repeatedly assured full 
business guarantees to the entrepreneurial sector. Several references to this point have been included in the 
present issue.

I invite you to enjoy the hospitality of the people of Santiago, as well as the tourist attractions of that city, 
the province and the environment, and to work confidently and diligently in favor of mutually profitable 
business.
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A MEETING WITH THE GREATER 
CARIBBEAN AND THE WORLD

By the time this article gets published, the meet-
ing of Santiago de Cuba and the eastern prov-

inces of Cuba with the Greater Caribbean and with 
the world will be already underway.

Its objective is to promote business, trade, in-
vestments and tourism opportunities in Cuba and 
particularly in its eastern region, in a trade fair 
aimed at facilitating the expansion of trade within 
the Greater Caribbean and the rest of the world. 

The venue is Santiago de Cuba, founded in 1514 
as one of the first seven villages of the island. It is 
the second most important and populated city in 
the country, with more than 500,000 inhabitants. 
Because of its distinctive human color, one can per-
ceive the cultural and ethnic mix that defines the 
Caribbean identity. 

The city stands out for its intense and varied cul-
tural life, and the joy of its musical rhythms – son, 
conga, Cuban salsa – resounds in its streets. 

But Santiago de Cuba is also known as the “Cra-
dle of the Revolution” and the “Heroic City”, since 

EXPOCARIBE
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its name is linked to the patriotic history of the 
country. In its Historical Center stand out, among 
others:

- Céspedes Park, one of its most crowded and 
picturesque spaces

- the City Hall, a neoclassical construction from 
where Fidel Castro proclaimed the triumph of the 
Revolution on January 2, 1959

- Diego Velázquez’ Museum-House, official resi-
dence of Cuba’s first colonial governor 

- the patrimonial cemetery of Santa Ifigenia, na-
tional monument that treasures the mausoleum of 
National Hero José Martí and the eternal resting 
place of the leader of the Revolution Fidel Castro 
Ruz, as well as tombs of other figures of the Cuban 
history and culture.

No less attractive are the business opportuni-
ties offered by the city and, in general, by Cuba’s 
eastern provinces, as the participants will quickly 
appreciate.



6

FO
RE

IG
N

 T
RA

D
E

EXPOCARIBE

Business Forum of the Greater Caribbean 
The 12th Business Forum of the Greater Caribbe-

an, hosted by the Association of Caribbean States, 
will be held in the context of Expocaribe.

The Forum will promote trade, foreign invest-
ment and the exchange of knowledge on topics 
such as transport, trade and multi-destination 
tourism, of interest to the countries of the region.
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EXPOCARIBE

By the time this article gets published, the mod-
ern multipurpose terminal in the port of Santi-

ago de Cuba will have been inaugurated, which will 
be able to receive ships of up to 10.8 m draught and 
up to 13 m in a second stage.

One of its assets is the possibility to accommo-
date ships as first port, which is currently either 
Havana or Cienfuegos with a higher freight cost for 
Cuba mainly in the unloading of food for the east-
ern provinces.

The payment per stay will also decrease, as two 
state-of-the-art warehouses with a capacity of up 
to 20,000 tons will be used as temporary ware-
houses for rapid unloading, with forced ventilation 
systems, fire detection and extinction systems, 
and temperature control.

New Terminal in the Port of Santiago de Cuba

AN OUTPOST FOR EXPORTS

For the first time, gantry cranes with the possi-
bility of fast loading shifts are being built, leaving 
behind the outdated vessels with arms.

Other benefits are real time automation in the 
operations control, allowing 24-hour monitoring of 
each process and movement within the terminal, 
which will multiply operations and yields when at 
full capacity.

The installation, qualified as the most important 
in the eastern zone in the last 40 years, has an X-
ray shed that protects it from all types of illicit traf-
fic and LED lighting, with 30% less consumption as 
compared to the present one.

This pier, built in three years by Chinese and 
Cuban specialists, stands on 142 piles buried at a 
depth of 26 meters protected with concrete.



EXPOCARIBE
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It can handle 5,000 metric tons per day and the 
grains are maneuvered with a powerful regime of 
crabs and hoppers to deliver 3,000 tons per day.

It is an ecological installation, with a waste treat-
ment plant that delivers almost drinking water to 
the surrounding rivers and bulk hoppers to collect 
environmental dust through internal ventilation.

The work will provide the east of the country 
with a safe port for the arrival and shipment of 
products, with better conditions to import and ex-
port goods in containers, in bulk or bagged.

Source: ACN



Capital city: Camagüey
Total area: 15,413.82 Km2

Economic development

With a long cattle raising and sugar tradition, 
the extensive plains of Camagüey blossom 

with the diversification of agricultural productions; 
the coast and the northern keys, as well as the 
capital city have become tourist sites and continue 
their growth, while their economy also grows in in-
dustries, local factories of foodstuffs and different 
items, and non-state businesses.

The province identifies potentialities to produce 
articles that substitute imported ones; in addition, 
the government studies the possibilities of increas-
ing exports. Agriculture plays a fundamental role 
in Camagüey’s exportable funds. 

Eleven enterprises are involved in the produc-
tion of citrus fruits, charcoal and bee honey for 
sale on the international market. 

The Industrial Fishing Company of Santa Cruz del 
Sur (Episur), in addition to fishing and processing 
lobster, shrimp, sea cucumber and cobo, assumes 
the processing of shrimp from the entity Cultisur, 
in the same municipality, and  Tenca HG, from Pes-
cacam.

The Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotech-
nology (CIGB) identifies the scientific sector of Ca-
magüey. The immunogen Gavac (vaccine against 
ticks in cattle) is marketed today in six countries, 
and could be extended to others with investments 
in the production plant. Its three main commercial 

PROVINCIAS DE EXPOCARIBE
Camagüey

EXPOCARIBE
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lines are: Gavac, HeberNem (bioneomaticide sold in 
the domestic market) and Porvac (vaccine against 
classical swine fever), the most recent contribu-
tion. 

Another fundamental exportable proposal in 
Cuba lies in services, among which those of health 
stand out. Camagüey has highly comfortable hos-
pitalization rooms for foreign patients, according 
to the request and modality: emergency, expected 
hospital admission or outpatient care.

Although currently Camagüey is not yet the 
tourist destination of the relevance to which it as-
pires, work is being done for that purpose: foreign 
investments are increasing, as well as the number 
of hotel chains and tour operators. Among the ad-
vantages offered are the three main products that 
tourists like: a sun and beach pole, a beautiful city, 
and places to practice nature tourism.



Capital: Bayamo
Total area: 8,362 Km2

Economic development

The economic activity of the province of Granma 
is concentrated in the agricultural and industrial 

sectors, which have their main sustenance in the 
natural resources existing in the region.

The territory has three hydraulic complexes, 
North, Center and South, which group together 
ten reservoirs, nine diverters and 108 kilometers 
of master canals. There are also thermal, medicinal 
and mineral waters.

Granma is Cuba’s main rice producer, with 
around 51,000 hectares of crops in the municipali-
ties of Río Cauto and Yara, and a production in 2010 
of 62,000 tons for human consumption. Viands and 
vegetables are produced in all its municipalities 
with a potential output of viands over 136 thou-
sand metric tons per year.

Granma

EXPOCARIBE
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Ranching is an important productive line with 
more than 400,000 cattle heads, mostly dairy, 
represented by eight companies, which occupy an 
area of more than 200,000 ha, about 25 percent of 
the province’s total. It also has extensive facilities 
to develop pig production for breeding and fatten-
ing and an installed capacity of more than three 
million birds in 26 farms for poultry farming.

There are deposits of limestone, bentonite, zeo-
lite, volcanic glass, clay, red ceramics, and polyme-
tallic (gold, silver, copper and manganese). Studies 
are also carried out in search of oil.

The industry makes the greatest contribution 
to the economy and is represented by 15 branches, 
four of which belong to the agro-industrial activity.



Capital city: Guantánamo 
Total area: 741.4 Km2

Economic development

The main economic base of the province is agri-
culture and industries. It has three well-defined 

production zones: the northeast, with mostly iron 
and steel production; the south, linked to the food 
industry, and the zone of confluences, dedicated to 
the production of construction materials.

The metallurgical branch has as production lines 
the foundry in the Carlos Roloff industrial complex, 
dedicated to the production of gray iron and valves 
(500 t/year), hand tools, with an output of square 
and round shovels; ice axes, files that cover the do-
mestic demand and assembly of gas cookers, fans, 
coffee machines, pressure cookers and other high 
quality productions.

Guantánamo

EXPOCARIBE
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The food industry produces a great variety of 
products, including canned fruits and vegetables in 
the Guaso factory with a capacity of 60 t/year; ice 
cream (1 200 galon/day) at the Anacaona Milk Com-
plex, and the productions of the Meat Complex.

Its polygraph industry is one of the largest in the 
country, with a potential of 200 million book copies 
per year. Other industries are the Abraxas garment 
factory, with a capacity of 1,256.7 thousand units for 
export; a furniture factory with a capacity of 10,000 
units/year, which has supplied the vast majority of 
hotels for tourism due to its high quality design and 
execution, and footwear, food and liquor factories, 
among others.

The highly qualified human resources of the 
province are prepared for the performance of the 
socioeconomic activities in the territory.



Capital city: Holguín
Total area: 67.0 km²

Economic development

Holguín currently exports over 30 items, among 
which stand out iron scrap and total scrap, 

bronze, copper, aluminum, vegetal coal, coffee, su-
gar, HG tench (beheaded and eviscerated), air blad-
der, and different nickel productions.

Also exported are spare parts, agricultural im-
plements and trailers, forged caps and frames, 
metallic aggregates and structures, among others 
lines, produced by the Sugar Cane Harvester Com-
bines,    Héroes del 26 de Julio, and Nickel Mechani-
cal plants.

Holguín

The air bladder, considered a waste product 
until very recently, has become one of the most 
novel export items of the Acuanipe enterprise, in 
the municipality of Mayarí, which exhibits a very 
successful experience with the sale of shark fins, 
sea cucumbers and live elver (elver larvae) to the 
Japanese market.

Another recent export item is sharp pepper in 
the variety of red Havana chili, produced by the 
Wilfredo Peña Horticultural Enterprise in the pro-
vincial capital.

EXPOCARIBE
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Las Tunas

Capital city: Las Tunas
Total area: 6,595.25 Km2

Economic development

Although Las Tunas does not rank among the 
Cuban provinces with the highest tourism de-

velopment, its purpose is to create infrastructure 
to meet this challenge through sun and sea. Natu-
re, nautical, diving, health tourism and city tourism 
are among the most attractive options for poten-
tial visitors. 

La industria alimenticia tiene como principales 
exponentes a la Empresa Láctea y a las fábricas de 
galletas de Bartle, además de los combinados pro-
cesadores de conservas de frutas y vegetales y la 
Empresa Cárnica. 

EXPOCARIBE

The main exponents of its food industry are the 
dairy products plant and the Bartle cracker fac-
tory, as well as the processing plants for fruits and 
vegetables and the meat enterprise. 

Its iron and steel industry has a plant that defi-
nitively places the province within the map of the 
Cuban iron and steel industry. The basic business 
unit of the Stainless Steel Company (Acinox) Las Tu-
nas celebrates its 30th anniversary with one of the 
most important renovations of the national steel 
industry. Its new lamination line will not only rai-
se the quality of the rebar they produce, but add a 
new assortment to its product portfolio: wire rods.
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Capital city: Santiago de Cuba
Total Area: 6,234.16 Km2

Due to its exceptional geographical conditions, it 
was the first capital of Cuba until 1556. Histori-

cally, Santiago de Cuba has been the second most 
important city in Cuba, after Havana. It has a bay 
connected to the Caribbean Sea and an important 
port. 

Economic development
More than 60% of the mercantile production of 

this province is sustained by the industrial activity, 
which has strong pillars in the processing of fuels, 
the electric generation, the obtaining of sugar, ce-
ment, cereals and a varied range of products and 
services of the steel area.

The fundamental activity of the province is the 
industry, with more than 100 companies. The most 
important ones are located in the provincial capi-
tal, the municipality of Santiago de Cuba.

Other fundamental activities are also devel-
oped, among which agriculture stands out. The 
non-state sector is represented by 136 agricultural 
production cooperatives, 213 credit and service co-
operatives, and independent producers.

The main industrial centers are pharmaceuti-
cal laboratories, tablets and plastered bandages 
factories; bakery enterprise; animal food plants; 
hydroelectric plant; cement factory; construction 
equipment repair enterprise; meat processing 
plant and slaughterhouse, packing plant, animal 
meal plant; combined asbestos cement complex; 
production complex of rum, soft drinks, wines 
and beer; thermoelectric plant; hardware and 
household articles assemblage plant; cereal plant 

Santiago de Cuba

EXPOCARIBE
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EXPOCARIBE

with wheat and semolina mill; a pasta and candy 
company, citrus processing plants, home furniture 
factories, service workshops for the coffee produc-
tion and others.

The main productions are sugar, electric power, 
petroleum, fuel oil, diesel fuel, liquefied gas, pe-
troleum, kerosene, lubricating oils, copper con-
centrate, plastic footwear, corrugated containers, 
magazine and book printing, cast iron parts, sawn 
wood, wooden furniture, calcareous sand, crushed 
stone, tiles, clay bricks, prefabricated concrete, 
baskets, trousers, pork, pasteurized milk, butter, 
yogurt, ice cream, beer, cigars, mixed feed and 
sports equipment.

Secondary productions include torula yeast and 
products from the building materials industry. 
Sugarcane agriculture and the production of spare 
parts are also developed.
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Last May 7, in the afternoon, after the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, PhD Eusebio Leal Spengler, His-

torian of Havana, welcomed the guests to officially 
inaugurate the International Tourism Fair, FITCuba 
2019, the most awaited event of the Cuban tourism 
sector.

In his dissertation, he made a journey through 
the history of the sites of Old Havana and the be-
ginnings of the project he has directed all these 
years for its restoration and rebirth. 

“In 1967 the first project began in the Captain 
General Palace. This is how the different images of 
Havana’s architecture emerged, just as it should 
have been in its foundational period,” he explained.

Addressing the Special Plan for the Integral De-
velopment of Old Havana, he referred to the re-
covery of iconic spaces that were in ruins, expos-
ing the transformations through explanations and 
before and after photos, to the astonishment of 
everyone.

Eusebio Leal at FITCuba 2019
 

HAVANA IS A TOURIST CITY

FITCuba 2019
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In these moments the work continues with new 
challenges in greeting to the 500th anniversary of 
the city like, for example, the extension of the aq-
ueduct for a better service to the population, the 
restoration of the great docks, the transformation 
of the Convent of Santa Clara into a center of study 
for restorers of Cuba, the Antilles and the Carib-
bean – in a project with the European Union –, the 
restoration of the Castle of Atarés and the great 
work of the National Capitol.

 After his words the Minister of Tourism, Manuel 
Marrero, thanked the work of Leal, who is also di-
rector of the Network of Offices of the Curator and 
Historian throughout the country, and recognized 
that this project has given life to Old Havana and 
has become one of the most sought-after tourist 
destinations by visitors.

Source: www.eusebioleal.cu y www.excelencias-
cuba.com

“The issue of recovery is not mine, it belongs to 
everyone; embrace the project, the best invest-
ment is to invest in the restoration of the beauti-
ful city,” he urged those present.

FITCuba 2019
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International Tourist Fair FITCuba 2019
 

TRUST IN CUBA

At the beginning of May, a tourist fair was held 
in Havana that was truly important for Cuba.  

On the one hand, because tourism is one of the 
six strategic activities defined to face the complex 
economic situation in the country. On the other 
hand, because it took place at a time when state-
ments and hostile measures by the U.S. govern-
ment aimed, among other things, at hindering 
tourist trips to Cuba and damaging its economy, 
are sharpening.

Using the text of an interview by Minister Man-
uel Marrero of Tourism (Mintur) to national media 
outlets Granma and Cubadebate, Cuba Foreign 
Trade proposes in the following pages to provide 
readers with sufficient elements to confirm that 
the Fair was a success and that the world of tour-
ism categorically ratified its confidence in Cuba.

FITCuba 2019

Results of FITCuba 2019
- More than 7,000 accredited professionals from 

some 53 countries attended at a time when the 
U.S. government is tightening the blockade with 
measures to discourage travel to the island.

- More than 20 U.S. companies participated in a 
scenario of cooling bilateral ties, due to the recent 
activation of Title III of the Helms-Burton Act.

- One of the most important activities carried 
out as part of FITCuba 2019 was the Cuba-Spain Fo-
rum, attended by 150 Spanish businessmen headed 
by Reyes Maroto, Minister of Industry, Commerce 
and Tourism of that European nation, guest of hon-
or at the fair. The minister spoke out against Title III 
of Helms-Burton Act and gave support and security 
to the businessmen, as well as encouraged them to 
continue investing in the island.
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FITCuba 2019

- Other fruitful exchanges took place during the 
international workshop on hotel management 
with the directors of the 19 foreign chains operat-
ing today on the island.

- The meeting held with all European travel agen-
cies, tour operators and airlines linked to Cuba pro-
pitiated a timely dialogue, taking into account the 
decrease experienced by the markets of that conti-
nent. The representatives of the companies raised 
concerns and received answers. For example, it 
was agreed to secure more rental cars to expand 
the marketing of a tourist package ensuring cars 
in the offer.

- A similar meeting was held with Canadian 
travel agencies, tour operators and airlines, which 
maintain their leadership in sending tourists to 
Cuba. Air Canada and Transat announced signifi-
cant growth in their flights to the Caribbean nation 
for next winter.

- FITCuba 2019 celebrated the 70th anniversary of 
the first flight to Cuba of the Spanish airline Iberia. 
An Airbus A330/200 with the name “Havana” land-
ed at José Martí International Airport. Havana was 
the company’s second international destination, 
second to Buenos Aires, Argentina. Executives of 
Iberia, present in 135 world destinations, signed an 
agreement with Cuban authorities, which guaran-
tees the promotion of the Island’s recreational of-
fers in their flights.

- Another significant result of the fair was the 
signing of two hotel management contracts be-
tween the Cuban group Gran Caribe and the Ca-
nadian Blue Diamond to manage a facility to be 
built in Cayo Coco and another one in the islets 
of Varadero. In recent years Blue Diamond has in-
creased its presence in Cuba, becoming the second 
foreign chain with the highest number of rooms; in 
total it manages 19 hotels.

- During the tourist event the Iberostar and 
Meliá groups also expressed their interest in man-
aging other accommodations.

- A step in favor of multi-destination was con-
cretized in FITCuba 2019. The Havanatur agency and 
a Nicaraguan counterpart tightened links in order 
to take advantage of the beauties and cultural at-
tractions of both nations and increase the arrivals 
of travelers from around the world. The potential 
of this modality is evidenced by the existence of 
flights linking Havana and Managua.

- A positive balance was left by the Technology 
Expo, which premiered at this 39th edition of the 
fair. The Cuban companies Datys, Desoft, Xetid and 
GET, the Spanish IST (in charge of promotion and 
online marketing of cruises) and the world travel 
platform Expedia were present.

- Meanwhile, the space dedicated to suppliers 
was consolidated, a fruitful initiative to identify 
national offers that will contribute to reducing im-
ports.

- Russia will be the guest of honor at FITCuba 
2020, which will take place in May of that year at 
the country’s main seaside resort: Varadero. In 
2018, the Russian market emerged as promising for 
Cuban tourism, reaching 137,440 tourists, for a 30% 
growth. A total of 546 flights arrived from that na-
tion.

- From the emblematic Tropicana cabaret, at 
the closing of this 39th version of the fair, Minister 
Marrero announced that the 40th edition will be 
dedicated to the sun and beach modality, the most 
demanded among those visiting the Caribbean na-
tion.

- Marrero: “We believe that if we achieve the 
recovery of Europe, in addition to the increases 
predicted in Canada and Russia, we will be able to 
reach the five million international visitors expect-
ed for this year. 
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The President of the Councils of State and Ministers of Cuba, Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, held a meeting 
with foreign businessmen representing the tourism sector, who were in Cuba participating in FITCuba 

2019.
The president assured them that “your companies in the country have total legal security under Law No. 

118 on Foreign Investment and Law No. 80 on the Reaffirmation of Cuban Dignity and Sovereignty,” despite 
constant threats from the U.S. government against the island and the growing wave of claims under the il-
legal Helms-Burton Law.

DÍAZ-CANEL: MEETING WITH 
FOREIGN BUSINESSMEN
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Ricardo Cabrisas, Vice-president of the Council of Ministers, received Mrs. María Reyes Maroto, Minister of 
Industry, Commerce and Tourism of the Kingdom of Spain, who visited Cuba in front of a large delegation 

that participated in the FITCuba 2019 Fair.
Spanish companies lead the management of hotels in Cuba. Spain occupies the ninth place among the 

main markets for Cuban tourism.
During the meeting, the Cuban vice-president pointed out the good state of the relations between both 

countries and highlighted that Spain is one of Cuba’s main partners in business, as well as in international 
cooperation. He also recognized the position of the Spanish government regarding the application of Title III 
of the Helms-Burton Act, leading the rejection of this measure within the European Union.

Both leaders reiterated the willingness to work in a coordinated manner to continue strengthening bilat-
eral economic relations. In this sense, the reactivation of the Intergovernmental Commission and the sign-
ing of the new Country Association Framework with Spain is foreseen, an instrument that will establish the 
bases for the development of bilateral cooperation in the next four years.

Vice-President Cabrisas meets with Spanish minister

THE COUNTRY WITH MORE 
BUSINESS IN CUBA
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On April 18, 2019, the Chamber of Commerce of 
the Republic of Cuba held its General Assembly 

of Associates at the Havana Convention Center.
In the following pages, Cuba Foreign Trade pres-

ents the full texts of three essential moments of 
that event: the speeches delivered by the Minister 
of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment and the 
President of the Chamber, as well as an important 
declaration approved by the participants in the 
meeting.

In addition, other interesting papers were pre-
sented during the event that for reasons of space 
have not been included in this issue, but can be 
consulted on the Chamber’s website (camaracuba.
cu). They were:

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

General Assembly of Associates
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- Results and projections of the Food Agroindus-
try Section, by María Dolores Rivero Díaz, president 
of Ganaderías, S.A. trading company

- The certification of digital origin, its implemen-
tation in the Chamber of Commerce, by Natacha 
Gumá García, director of Legal Affairs at the Cham-
ber

- Business ethics and corporate social responsibil-
ity. Their contribution to the sustainable future of 
our society, by Yoany Rodríguez Cruz and Magalys 
Hernández González, head of the Business Group 
and Cadre director, respectively, of the Architec-
ture and Engineering Project Enterprise (Empai)

- The single window for foreign trade, by Vivian 
Herrera Cid, director general of Foreign Trade at 
Mincex



General Assembly of Associates
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- The single window for foreign investment, by 
Déborah Rivas Saavedra, director general of For-
eign Investment at Mincex

- Presentation of the book Proposals for the in-
sertion of the Cuban economy in the international 
economy, by Carola Salas Couce, director of the In-
ternational Economic Research Center of the Uni-
versity of Havana

- Speech by Alejandro Gil Fernández, Minister of 
Economy and Planning



THE CHALLENGES WE FACE

Address delivered by 
Rodrigo Malmierca Díaz, 

Minister of Foreign Trade and Foreign 
Investment, at the General Assembly 

of Associates of the Chamber 
of Commerce of the 

Republic of Cuba 

April 18, 2019

Alejandro Gil Fernández, Minister of Economy 
and Planning,

Orlando Hernández Guillén, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba,

   Comrades:
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Once again we meet in this space provided annu-
ally by the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic 
of Cuba. We think that the program developed in 
this General Assembly of Associates has been fruit-
ful and we celebrate the presentations made on 
certificates of origin, ethics and foreign trade and 
foreign investment windows, which have taken 
place this afternoon.

This Assembly is taking place in a transcendental 
historical moment, only eight days after the proc-
lamation of the new Constitution of the Republic 
by our Parliament. This event, the result of the pro-
foundly democratic process that preceded it, will 
involve legislative changes that will have an impact 
on all areas of the economic and social life of the 
nation.
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General Assembly of Associates

We are certain that the Chamber of Commerce, 
as it has done throughout its history, will be atten-
tive and will participate actively, together with its 
entire membership, in the process of transforma-
tions that will occur as part of the implementation 
of the Constitution.

   Dear friends:
As has been explained, the period since the pre-

vious meeting has been intense. The data present-
ed in the 2018 Annual Report are truly illustrative; 
President Orlando Hernández Guillén referred to 
many of them, so I am not going to repeat them; 
and the role played by the Chamber of Commerce 
in these results is remarkable. This is evidenced by 
the fact that its membership includes more than 
800 entities from practically all sectors of the na-
tional economy.

   I wish to mention the Cuban Court of Interna-
tional Commercial Arbitration and its arbitrators, 
whose prestige continues to consolidate inside and 
outside Cuba.

  We extend our recognition to the Chamber 
for these results, of which each of the members 
who have contributed to achieve them must also 
feel part, from their individual contributions and 
through the work of the sections in which they are 
grouped.

   However, the delicate economic situation we 
face, rather than highlighting achievements, forces 
us to concentrate our intervention on the prob-
lems we suffer and the challenges that lie ahead.

  As the First Secretary of the Communist Party 
of Cuba, Army General Raúl Castro Ruz, and the 
President of the Councils of State and Ministers, 
Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez have expressed, the 
economic battle, along with the preparation for 
defense, is one of the two absolute priorities.

   By referring to it as a battle, we do it, first of all, 
due to the confrontation against the main obstacle 
to the development of our nation, which is un-
doubtedly the economic, commercial and financial 
blockade, tightened in recent years and reinforced 
yesterday with the announcements made by the 
U.S. administration, which persists in outdated and 
obsolete policies to defeat the Revolution, which 
will fail again.

  You are witnesses almost daily of the effects of 
this unjust and illegal blockade that, with threats, 
sanctions and heavy fines, frightens companies 
and financial institutions all over the world, making 
any transaction in which a Cuban entity intervenes 
extremely complex.

  Along with this battle against blockades and 
sanctions by the powerful enemy from the North, 
we must also fight the battle against our own limi-
tations and internal deficiencies, without diminish-
ing the importance of objective difficulties in the 
Cuban economic environment in which the Party 
and the Government are working to resolve them.

  I am referring in this case to the problems that 
are generated day by day from each of our enti-
ties: to the weaknesses associated with insufficient 
preparation of our businessmen; to the absence of 
an overall national vision for the constant search of 
the best solutions for the nation; to the unjustified 
delays in responding to business interests received 
from abroad, to the weaknesses in the control 
of resources whose use we have the responsibil-
ity to optimize; and to the lack of seriousness and 
responsibility of those who sometimes unscrupu-
lously spoil the efforts of many.

   In contrast to these problems, we also have 
successful examples that confirm that it is possible 
to do more and better.

   In the Chamber of Commerce and its more 
than 800 members, with representation from all 
the provinces of the country, there is an impor-
tant group of companies, which we count on, as a 
whole, to banish the deficiencies and to make the 
collective effort prevail for the development of the 
country.

   As pointed out, one of the main tasks is to make 
a leap in exports. Faced with this mandate that can-
not be postponed, every day we must think from 
our own small space what we can do to export. 
And when we succeed, we will then tell ourselves 
how to ensure the collection of payments for these 
exports. And then, what are the opportunities to 
add value to our export goods and services? And 
then, where there are spaces to diversify the mar-
kets to which our products have access. Count on 
us to answer these and all the questions that arise. 

  The Minister of Economy and Planning, comrade 
Alejandro Gil, explained today how the Plan is not 
a straitjacket, and any initiative that contributes to 
increase exports can be added, on the basis that 
the resources allocated will have to give a positive 
response to the country’s income.

   In the same way we have to work to attract 
foreign investment. We will not renounce to this, 
despite the enormous pressure exerted by impe-
rialism against current and potential foreign in-
vestors, sharpened by the decision to apply Title 
III of the Helms-Burton Act, which this Assembly 
rejected with dignity through its pronouncement 
in support of the Declaration of the Revolutionary 
Government.
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   By attracting foreign capital, we are not only 
seeking access to external financing and technolo-
gies. We also want this investment to have positive 
spillover effects for the rest of the economy and to 
link up with other sectors to drive them forward. 
That is how we have conceived it and we will con-
tinue to bet on it, since we consider it to be a neces-
sity for Cuban economic development.

  In this way, with constancy, determination and 
dedication, without fatigue, all united, we will ad-
vance in the increase and diversification of exports 
and in the attraction of quality foreign investment; 
on par with other issues that we consider priori-
tized, such as the effective substitution of imports, 
the generation of productive chains and the in-
crease in the efficiency of investment processes.

   These aspects are part of the process of up-
dating the economic model and are reflected in the 
Economic and Social Policy Guidelines of the Party 
and the Revolution, as well as in the Conceptualiza-
tion and Bases of the National Development Plan.

  As pointed out by our President in the recent 
session of the National Assembly of People’s Power 
when referring to the difficult scenarios we face at 
present, “History teaches us that when there is a 
correct strategy, when there is unity of objectives 
and sense of nation, all obstacles can be demol-
ished.” Faced with these difficulties, we are not de-
terred. There is no room for pessimism. We count 
on you and your efforts to knock down these ob-
stacles.

Fatherland or Death!
We shall overcome!



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
TO THE ASSEMBLY

Remarks delivered by Orlando Hernández 
Guillén, President of the Chamber 

of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba, 
at the General Assembly of Associates

April 18, 2019

General Assembly of Associates
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General Assembly of Associates

Comrade Rodrigo Malmierca Díaz, Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment,

Dear associates and guests:

With this General Assembly of Associates we 
conclude the analysis of the year 2018.

During the last months, a lot of information 
has been exchanged with associates from all over 
the country. Through the meetings of the provin-
cial sections and forums, we have debated about 
the performance of our institution in 2018 and the 
problems raised by the associates. 

The detailed information on the activities car-
ried out in 2018 is included in the Report that you 
received this afternoon, which will allow me to 
concentrate on issues that we consider essential 
for the further work of the Chamber and our as-
sociates.

Efforts have been made to increase the scope 
and quality of the services we provide to our mem-
bers in parallel with efforts to increase our mem-
bership and thus make our work more representa-
tive and more effective.

Today we have 803 associates in the country’s 
15 provinces and the special municipality of Isle of 
Youth.

Our four territorial delegations work actively 
and constitute the arm to bring the Chamber’s 
services to the associates in 11 provinces. The four 
remaining provinces are served from the central 
headquarters.

We are aware that the main sources for export 
growth are in the bases, and among all of us we 
have the responsibility to detect the potentialities 
and promote those productions for the external 
market. Likewise, we have to contribute to the 
identification of local productions with the poten-
tial to substitute imports in an effective and effi-
cient way. Our delegations, in particular, because 
they are close to the base, have a determining role 
in this work objective.

There is a growing awareness of the need of 
many transcendental sectors of the economy for 
the presence of foreign investment in order to ad-
vance and develop sustainably in the global and 
competitive world in which we live. It is a question, 
then, of translating this awareness into facts and 
diligences that materialize the existing opportuni-
ties.

The Chamber of Commerce, together with Pro-
Cuba, was entrusted by Law 118 with the strategic 
task of promoting the country and its potential for 
foreign investors. 

The Investment Promotion Group, which we set 
up for this purpose, has been promoting projects 
linked to the negotiating groups and has organized 
work programs in accordance with the investors’ 
interests, which contributes to creating a favorable 
environment for the attraction of foreign capital.

Specific actions are also organized, such as fo-
rums at trade fairs, missions and during visits by 
foreign delegations. On the other hand, work is be-
ing done on training national entrepreneurs, with 
emphasis on negotiating groups. 

However, starting from the projects linked to 
the strategic axes and sectors defined in the Bases 
of the National Economic and Social Development 
Plan until 2030, it is necessary to further strength-
en the actions to promote the Portfolio of Oppor-
tunities at all levels, particularly those projects 
that generate exports.

In this order, we are obliged to offer a wider 
range and higher quality in our services and thus 
contribute to empowering the socialist state en-
terprise.

To this end, and in order to achieve adequate 
feedback and follow-up on issues in the area of our 
competence, we will need to enhance coordina-
tion with agencies, institutions and local authori-
ties. The eight sections in which our associates are 
grouped by sectors, the territorial delegations and 
the foreseen contacts and visits to companies, are 
among the main tools to achieve this purpose. 

Among the Chamber services to be perfected, 
there is an information system that facilitates ex-
porters and competent national authorities the 
identification of technical regulations or require-
ments of the countries to which they intend to ex-
port, the dissemination and use of the signed trade 
agreements, as well as helps companies diversify 
the portfolio of suppliers and eliminate, when pos-
sible, unnecessary trade intermediaries.

The consolidation of Cuba Foreign Trade is al-
ready a fact. Now we want our associates to feel 
that publication as their own and also think about 
it in order to project their strategies and projects 
to the world.
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We are working to achieve a more functional and 
effective website, where members have a platform 
to promote themselves, learn about the Chamber’s 
activities, obtain national and foreign informa-
tion on trade issues, and serve as an information 
bridge with the international business community. 
According to the statistics, there is a favorable im-
pact on the scope and committed audience of our 
website.

The Chamber advances in the insertion of the 
contents of our website in Facebook and Twitter.

I would like to take this opportunity to dwell 
briefly on this subject of the exploitation of social 
networks and presence in Internet, which in the 
Cuban business environment today is an important 
challenge for their integration into information 
management processes for the promotion of ex-
ports and investment projects.

Priority attention needs to be given to increas-
ing the cultural information of content producers 
and social network users.

The websites of Cuban companies still suffer 
from the low frequency of updating contents, low 
quality images, lack of interaction with users and 
the absence of attractive profiles. The presence in 
Internet facilitates even the knowledge of the own 
national companies and the possibility of achieving 
productive chains within our borders. 

We work to incorporate new informational and 
promotional tools, as well as to accelerate and sim-
plify the analysis and approval of those subjects 
within our competence.

The 16th edition of the Expocaribe Fair returns 
to Santiago de Cuba on June 19-22, where the Busi-
ness Forum of the Association of Caribbean States 
will also take place. Work is being accelerated in 
the organization of this important fair in eastern 
Cuba, in which many of you will be present.

The official Cuban pavilion in the 2020 World Ex-
position to take place in Dubai is well advanced, a 
platform that will be used to promote exports of 
products and services, business and investment 
opportunities, tourism and general image, ensur-
ing an outstanding and relevant impact for the Cu-
ban presence.

The threats, aggressions and challenges im-
posed on us by the imperialist and Monroe policy 
of Donald Trump and his hawks will not dent the 
Chamber’s commitment and determination to de-
ploy promotional, training, formation and counsel-
ing activities in all matters of our competence with 
greater quality and higher efficiency, imposing sav-
ings patterns, as the Army General, comrade Raúl 
Castro Ruz, summoned us in his historic speech last 
week when he proclaimed the new Constitution of 
the Republic.

Precisely, it will be our priority to accompany the 
transformations emanating from the new Magna 
Carta for our work with the business universe.

Dear comrades:
To conclude, I wish to express my deep gratitude 

to all the guests who accompanied us today, espe-
cially to those who came from other provinces for 
this Assembly, and a mention of the organs of the 
national press and entities that accompany us day 
by day in our work.

With the same intensity, my gratitude and con-
gratulations go to the team of collaborators of the 
Chamber of Commerce and its territorial delega-
tions for their work during 2018.

Dear associates and guests:
I would like to take advantage of this meeting 

to express once again our commitment to the ob-
jectives set for the socio-economic development of 
the country and the transformations in which we 
are all immersed. The Chamber has the capacity to 
play the role that corresponds to it and will assume 
the new tasks that are presented.

I wish you all every success. 
Thank you very much. 
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Declaration of the General Assembly 
of Associates of the Chamber of 
Commerce Of The Republic Of Cuba

The Cuban businessmen gathered today, April 18, 2019 in the General Assembly of Associates of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, support the declaration of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba made yesterday and 

strongly reject the new measures adopted by the Government of the United States of America that seek to 
suffocate the Cuban economy and turn it once again into a colony of the Empire.

From this General Assembly we say to the President of the United States of America that these measures 
strengthen the anti-imperialist conscience of Cuban entrepreneurs; that we will know how to seek ways and 
means with intelligence and creativity to make foreign trade more efficient and diversified, increase our ex-
ports of goods and services, intensify the promotion of the projects available to foreign capital and attract 
more investors to accompany us in the construction of the new economic model that Cuba is developing.

Fifty-eight years after the military victory in the sands of Playa Girón and on the day we celebrate the 
bicentennial of the birth of the Father of the Fatherland, Carlos Manuel de Céspedes, we have more than 
enough reasons and strength to knock down the obstacles that stand in the way of the path chosen by the 
Cuban nation.  

CUBAN ENTREPRENEURS REJECT NEW 
MEASURES OF USA GOVERNMENT

General Assembly of Associates
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Charles, Prince of Wales, visited Havana last 
March accompanied by his wife Camila, Duchess 

of Cornwall. Without a doubt, it was a historical 
visit that strengthened the ties between Cuba and 
the United Kingdom.

They were able to see the reasons why Havana, 
in the celebration of its fifth centennial, is a Won-
der City of the World: among others, the open 
character, solidarity and hospitality that charac-
terize the Cubans, as well as the citizen tranquility 
that is breathed in the largest of the Antilles.

The visit succeeded in opening a gap in the me-
dia blockade, since the Prince of Wales and Duch-
ess Camila are news wherever they are, especially 
at such a critical moment and having dared to dis-
obey, in a show of friendship and trust, the advice 
and prohibitions of Mr. Donald Trump.

This is the first time that a member of the royal 
family has visited Cuba officially. In the middle of 
the last century, the Duke of Windsor, who was 
king for a few months in 1936 and abdicated in 
favor of his brother, traveled to Cuba on vacation 
with his wife.

Visit of the Prince of Wales

AN EXAMPLE OF FRIENDSHIP AND TRUST 

International Events
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Prince Charles will be the next king of the United 
Kingdom, succeeding his mother, Elizabeth II, the 
longest-serving English queen on the throne.

An important event in the history of Cuba, such 
as the military occupation of Havana by the Eng-
lish in 1762, in addition to the emergence of the 
first signs of a national spirit in the Creoles who 
participated in the defense of the city, also had an 
economic significance. The seizure of Havana by 
the English favored the deepening of changes that 
were taking place in the economy, favored the di-
versification of agricultural crops, encouraged ex-
portable productions and, consequently, expand-
ed Cuba’s international trade, restricted until then 
to its Spanish metropolis.  

Relevant Moments of Economic Interest during 
the Visit

Cuba Foreign Trade wishes to highlight aspects 
of economic interest that took place during the 
stay in Cuba of members of the British royalty: 
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- The Prince of Wales attends the start of con-
struction of the Mariel Solar Park 

The Prince of Wales attended the ceremony 
marking the start of construction of a 50 mega-
watt solar park with British capital in the Mariel 
Special Development Zone.

The event was also attended by Commander of 
the Revolution Ramiro Valdés Menéndez, vice-pres-
ident of the Councils of State and Ministers.

Mr. Andrew MacDonald, director of the com-
pany, commented that the project is divided into 
three areas: Habana Libre, Trébol and Herradura. 
He said they expect to start generating energy 
next September, and at full capacity by December. 
MacDonald said Cuba will be able to count on the 
collaboration of his firm in the renewable energy 
sector in the future.

Likewise, Mr. Anthony Stokes, British Ambas-
sador to Cuba, commented that this project is an-
other example of his country’s decision to promote 
collaboration with Cuba.

Rodrigo Malmierca Diaz, Minister of Foreign 
Trade and Foreign Investment, assured that the Cu-
ban Government is very pleased with the Prince’s 
presence at the inauguration of the construction 
of the project.

- Prince Charles visits the Center for Molecular 
Immunology (CIM)

The heir to the British crown was informed of 
the advances of the Cuban biotechnological indus-
try during a tour of the CIM facilities, where he was 
received by the president of BioCubaFarma, Edu-
ardo Martínez.

Charles met three patients treated with the 
Cuban therapeutic vaccine Cimavax against lung 
cancer, one of the world’s leading products for the 
treatment of this disease.

The visitor also visited a research and develop-
ment laboratory of the CIM, one of the main cen-
ters of the Cuban scientific pole.

The Center for Molecular Immunology has four 
large facilities distributed in Havana (Epovac-An-
tyter), Santiago de Cuba (Labex) and Beijing, China 
(Biotech-BPL), all of which are connected to the 
National Health System through 80 clinical trials 
involving more than 55 hospitals in the 15 Cuban 
provinces.

CIM Director Eduardo Ojito, as well as other sci-
entists from the Center for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology (CIGB) and the National Center 
for Scientific Research (CNIC) also participated in 
the tour.

Sources: ACN and Cubadebate

Without a doubt, it was a historical visit that 
strengthened the ties between Cuba and the 
United Kingdom and opened a gap in the media 
blockade, since the Prince of Wales and Duchess 
Camila are news wherever they are.



Conference on South-South Cooperation

PRESENCE OF CUBA IN BUENOS AIRES

The presence of Cuba was highlighted at the Sec-
ond High-level United Nations Conference on 

South-South Cooperation, held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.

The sessions took place at the Exhibition and 
Convention Center (CEC) on March 20-22, with del-
egations from 193 nations, on the theme “Role of 
South-South Cooperation and the Implementation 
of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development: Chal-
lenges and Opportunities.”

This second edition focused on the search for 
consensus, experiences and good practices in so-
called triangular cooperation, with a view to the 
creation of other projects and initiatives that allow 
for the cohesion of cooperation.

The Cuban delegation was headed by the Minis-
ter of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, Ro-
drigo Malmierca Díaz, and included Deputy Minis-
ter Ileana Núñez Mordoche and the Ambassador to 
Argentina, Orestes Pérez.

Since his arrival, Malmierca fulfilled an intense 
agenda that included meetings with Mr. Horacio 
Reyser, secretary of International Economic Rela-
tions of the Argentinean Foreign Ministry, and with 
a group of businessmen from that nation interest-
ed in learning about the possibilities of investment 
and commercial exchange.

The stand of the Caribbean nation, identified 
with the slogan “From Cuba to the World” in red 

Internacionales / International EventsInternational Events
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and blue, signaled the presence of the country in 
one of the precincts of the CEC.

There, the Cuban good practices with agencies 
of the United Nations (UN) and experiences such as 
cooperation in the fight against Ebola or illiteracy 
were shown.

Minister Malmierca spoke in the work sessions 
of the Conference and ratified Cuba’s commitment 
to international cooperation, one of the pillars for 
achieving the development of our countries.

Citing the example of his nation, he stressed 
that Cuba, a developing small island-nation, sub-
jected to an economic, financial and commercial 
blockade for almost 60 years by the United States 
will continue to provide aid to the most needy in 
the world, without conditions and with full respect 
for the sovereignty and self-determination of each 
nation.

On the opening day, the president of the UN 
General Assembly, Mrs. María Fernanda Espinosa, 
referred to Cuba’s work within this mechanism and 
mentioned as an example the work of the Cuban 
army of doctors who fought Ebola in Africa.

Mr. Achim Steiner, administrator of the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP), also valued 
Cuba’s experiences in disaster prevention in his 
speech.



Cooperation between Cuba and Japan

AGREEMENTS ON ENERGY, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE DISPOSAL

Last March, Cuba and Japan made official in Hava-
na two important agreements for the granting 

of donations for the improvement of the electric 
service and the purchase of buses for urban trans-
port.

The document was signed on the Cuban side by 
Antonio Luis Carricarte, First Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, and on the 
Japanese side by Mr. Kazuhiro Fujimura, Ambassa-
dor to Cuba.

The signed agreements were:
- Granting of a donation for the implementation 

of the project to improve the energy supply in the 
Isle of Youth, for a value of 2,392 million Japanese 
yen (one dollar is equivalent to 110,4800 Japanese 
yen, according to the exchange rate in force at the 
time).

- Donation of 1.05 billion Japanese yen for the 
purchase of urban buses for the capital.

In addition, waste disposal trucks already road 
on the streets of Havana, as part of a project of Ja-
pan’s International Cooperation Agency, in the mo-
dality of non-refundable financial assistance.
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Cuba and Japan have boosted their diplomatic 
and commercial relations in the last three years, 
since Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, then first vi-
ce-president of the Councils of State and Ministers, 
visited the Asian nation. During the same period, 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited Havana 
and held high-level meetings.

In 2018, the 15th Meeting of the Cuba-Japan Eco-
nomic Conference was held, where several areas of 
cooperation such as waste management, supply 
of advanced medical equipment, agriculture, and 
energy were identified.

That same year, following the 3rd Japan-Cuba 
Public-Private Joint Committee, a protocol was sig-
ned for a bilateral economic agenda until 2020.

Source: ACN



The Third Meeting of the Forum of Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean Countries on Sustainable 

Development was held from 22 to 26 April at the 
headquarters of the Economic Commission for Lat-
in America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in Santiago 
de Chile, attended by more than 1,000 representa-
tives of governments, civil society and internation-
al organizations.

This Forum is convened annually by the member 
state chairing the ECLAC Plenary Committee, and 
on this occasion it was Cuba’s turn to chair the Fo-
rum, as it has been chairing the body since 2018.

The countries of the region recognized the re-
gional meeting as an example of coordination 
among multiple actors such as governments, the 
United Nations system, the private sector, aca-
demia and civil society, to carry forward the imple-
mentation of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Devel-
opment.

The high-level event, organized by ECLAC and the 
Government of Cuba as president of the regional 
body, was attended by 153 delegates from 33 coun-
tries, 25 of them from the region, in addition to 
20 representatives from United Nations agencies, 
funds and programs and 18 from intergovernmen-
tal organizations.

The closing included a special session entitled 
“Towards the 2019 General Assembly”, in which, 
among others, ECLAC Executive Secretary Alicia 
Bárcena and Chile’s Environment Minister Carolina 
Schmidt participated. Luis Alfonso de Alba, Spe-
cial Envoy of the UN Secretary General for the 2019 
Climate Summit; Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa, 
President of the 73rd session of the United Nations 
General Assembly (via videoconference); Sheila 
Gweneth Carey, Permanent Representative of the 
Bahamas to the United Nations, in her capacity as 
co-facilitator of the political declaration of the High 
Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development; 
as well as Rodrigo Malmierca Díaz, Minister of For-
eign Trade and Foreign Investment of Cuba, in his 
role of Chair of the Forum.

The President of the General Assembly, María 
Fernanda Espinosa, highlighted in her video mes-
sage the relevance of ECLAC’s work and its perma-
nent support for the development of the countries 
of Latin America and the Caribbean. “We must 
continue to strengthen this UN regional commis-

Forum of the Latin American and Caribbean Countries
CUBA PRESIDED OVER 
REGIONAL MEETING
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sion. Its role is fundamental for cooperation among 
countries,” she said.

Minister Rodrigo Malmierca thanked ECLAC for 
organizing the Forum and all the delegates for 
their enthusiastic and fruitful participation. “This 
third Forum has been very important, as we have 
discussed all the issues, maintaining the principle 
of ‘leaving no one behind’ and putting the Carib-
bean first, as ECLAC has pointed out to us. Every-
one is invited to the IV Meeting in Havana, in April 
2020,” he said.

At the end of the meeting, ECLAC’s Executive 
Secretary expressed her satisfaction with the dis-
cussions held over the last five days. “It has been 
a very rich week, full of commitments. We know 
that we have challenges, such as expanding the 
spaces for participation. Today, more than ever, 
we are committed to working on this civilizing and 
indivisible agenda that is Agenda 2030,” she said.

“We are leaving the Forum of Latin American 
and Caribbean Countries on Sustainable Develop-
ment held this week in ECLAC with the clarity that 
the territory matters and that it is necessary to 
take the Agenda to people, children, adolescents, 
indigenous people, everyone,” said Bárcena.

The final document was signed with the conclu-
sions and recommendations agreed among the 
governments gathered in the III Meeting of the Fo-
rum.

The final report of the Second High-Level United 
Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation, 
held last March in Buenos Aires, was also welcomed 
and they committed themselves to its implementa-
tion.

Despite the blockade
For your interest and topicality, we reproduce 

excerpts from the words of Minister Malmierca at 
the opening of the Forum:

This Forum has been consolidated as an excel-
lent example of how the United Nations System 
and States can work coherently to advance in the 
purpose of achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals, in an atmosphere of dialogue under equal 
conditions and with respect for national sovereign-
ty and self-determination of each country; defend-
ing the validity of multilateralism.
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 International Events

Despite the efforts made, Latin America and 
the Caribbean continues to be the most unequal 
region in the world, with growing socio-economic 
polarization that reinforces global problems such 
as poverty, illiteracy, unemployment and deaths 
from preventable and curable diseases.

At the same time, the region, and especially the 
Caribbean brothers, are exposed to the negative 
impact of climate change, which has posed addi-
tional challenges for our countries, which have had 
to devote their limited resources to dealing with 
this situation, which is an obstacle to the imple-
mentation of Agenda 2030.

We assume that all the countries of Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean have successful experiences 
to share. In this regard, we believe that we must 
continue to strive for integration among our na-
tions and establish synergies among the mecha-
nisms that the region has to promote South-South 
cooperation, as a complement to North-South co-
operation.

Cuba shares the complex challenges faced by the 
countries of the region, aggravated by a special 
condition. For almost 60 years we have been sub-
ject to the most severe and prolonged sanctions 

applied to any country, through the economic, 
commercial and financial blockade imposed by the 
government of the United States. This policy has 
been intensified in recent years and recently Title III 
of the Helms-Burton Act has been activated, a leg-
islation of extraterritorial nature that violates in-
ternational law and damages Cuba’s economic and 
commercial relations with the rest of the world. 
Many countries have condemned this new measure 
of the U.S. administration.

In spite of the blockade, which is the main chal-
lenge for the economic development of the country 
and, therefore, for the implementation of Agenda 
2030, we reaffirm our commitment to continue 
working tirelessly to meet the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and reiterate that we will continue 
to support sister countries in the region and share 
our modest experiences.

As pro tempore president of the ECLAC session 
and in conjunction with our Regional Commission, 
Cuba will continue to work on the basis of promot-
ing “unity in diversity”.



Cuba-European Union Dialogue

A SUPPORT FOR THE MODERNIZATION 
OF THE ECONOMY

The First Round of the Dialogue on Sustainable 
Development Cuba-European Union (EU) took 

place in Havana on 16 April, 2019. The delegations 
were chaired by Rodolfo Reyes Rodríguez, Director 
General of Multilateral Affairs and International 
Law of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cuba, and 
Mr. Stefano Manservisi, Director General of Inter-
national Cooperation and Development of the Eu-
ropean Commission.

In this context, a memorandum of intent was 
signed for the approval of the 61.5 million Euro 
Financing Agreement and Cooperation Projects 
between the Republic of Cuba and the European 
Union. The document was signed by Mr. Manservisi 
and Ileana Núñez Mordoche, Deputy Minister of Fo-
reign Trade and Foreign Investment of the Island.

The memorandum aims to strengthen coope-
ration in the areas of food security, adaptation to 
climate change, renewable energy, culture and ex-
change of experiences, based on the development 
of joint projects.

The financing agreement is the result of what 
was discussed at the meeting and will mean su-
pport for the modernization of the economy. In 
particular, the success of the expert exchange pro-
gram and of the two windows to facilitate invest-
ment and exports from Cuba was underlined.

International Events
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As part of the agreement, the Transcultura pro-
ject will be financed, which proposes to reform 
the Convent of Santa Clara, in the capital, to teach 
Caribbean students about identity and cultural he-
ritage. The idea is to transform identity into some-
thing that unites people and builds peace, and also 
to pay tribute to Havana’s Villa de San Cristóbal on 
the occasion of its 500th anniversary.

This year, relations between the two sides have 
advanced in areas such as renewable energy, envi-
ronmental protection and the exchange of expe-
riences in the modernization of the economy, in 
addition to the establishment of the first Subcom-
mittee on Cooperation.

This meeting took place at a time when the U.S. 
government was preparing to strengthen the bloc-
kade of Cuba by imposing more extraterritorial 
measures, as well as coercion and blackmail of all 
kinds.

Sources: Cubaminrex, Granma and ACN
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International Events

The Vice President of the Council of Ministers, Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz, received the Vice Prime Minister of 
Investment and Computerization of the Slovak Republic, Mr. Richard Raši, who was in Cuba on a working 

visit.
In the cordial meeting both authorities expressed satisfaction for the progress of cooperation, mainly in 

the energy sector.
The meeting ended with the signing of an agreement between the governments of Cuba and Slovakia for 

the consolidation of economic relations, which aims at supporting and developing investments and infras-
tructure between both parties, as well as promoting scientific and technological collaboration.

Source: Cubadebate

Cuba-Slovakia Agreement

ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AND INVESTMENT
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Cuban Economy

Culture of Exporting

POLICIES TO POTENTIATE 
EXPORTS

The following work continues and comple-
ments the presentation of export develop-

ment policies that have been presented by the 
authorities and various government agencies 
during this year, as part of a strategy. On this oc-
casion, ideas developed by leaders and published 
in the media have been taken into account, as 
well as statements offered to the Prensa Latina 
News Agency by the Director General of Foreign 
Trade, Vivian Herrera, as well as information from 
that same Directorate and the Directorate of Ex-
ports, both from the Ministry of Foreign Trade 
and Foreign Investment (Mincex).  

Culture of exporting: Emphasis has been placed 
on the need to develop a culture of exporting in 
businessmen and in all those currently and po-
tentially linked to this activity. This culture and 
awareness include, among others: further market 
research, compliance with quality standards and 
promotion of necessary investments. Negotiating 
groups are being trained for this purpose. 

Possibility of exporting even if it is not in the 
plan. It has been approved to profit from the ex-
port opportunities that arise, ensuring the sale 
and income in hard currency for the country, even 
if they are not included in the plan and without 
waiting for following year’s plan.

Linking producers to exports. Part of the policy 
of exploiting all the export potential is to try to get 
exporters and producers to talk directly so that the 
latter may be informed of the market’s demands 
and the behavior of national productions.

It is also intended that participants, direct pro-
ducers and others who are part of the sales chain 
obtain greater benefits from export earnings. If 
the producers or those that contribute to the pro-
duction have a monetary incentive, they will have 
greater motivation to innovate and develop. 

Links between different forms of management. 
Work is also being done on measures such as en-
couraging exporting companies to sell to the 100% 
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Cuban Economy

foreign entities located in the Mariel Special Devel-
opment Zone. Although this is not an export in the 
traditional sense, it is a sale that produces hard cur-
rency income for the companies and for the coun-
try.

Diversification of goods. During the past 20 
years, the structure of exports was reversed, go-
ing from the traditional matrix of predominance 
of raw products (commodities) to 80% for services, 
mainly tourist and professional ones, and only 20% 
for goods of a more heterogeneous range. There-
fore, it is important at this stage to increase and 
continue diversifying export goods.

This policy includes the promotion and export of 
high value-added products, such as pharmaceuti-
cal and biotechnological products, including medi-
cines. This is an important and novel sector that 
should play an even more important role than it 
does today. But also the introduction of certain pri-
mary goods such as charcoal, which has a relevant 
performance and very good market demand. Its 
exports totaled around 30 million dollars last year.

Market diversification. In relation to markets, it 
is necessary to take advantage of the places where 
the products could be placed if there are tariff pref-

erences or some kind of commercial agreement 
with the country. To achieve the diversification of 
sales destinations, efforts are being made to re-
cover some in Eastern Europe. With Belarus, for 
example, compensatory trade agreements have 
been established through which Cuban goods can 
be sold and others produced there can be bought, 
for example, heavy machinery.

Role of the socialist state enterprise. Measures 
must be implemented to further encourage the ex-
port of goods and services by the socialist state en-
terprise, which must benefit from regulations that 
make it more independent and favor its relations 
with non-state management forms.

It has been foreseen that the companies that 
today carry out foreign trade will remain as struc-
tures through which exports are made, although 
all the actors that can join this process will do so if 
they comply with the necessary standards.

Participation of territories.  Provincial govern-
ments are working together with exporters and 
producers to develop new exportable items.



Cuban Economy

Cuba is a small country that barely covers 110,000 
square kilometers with only 6.3 million hectares 

of arable land. Its geographical location makes it 
vulnerable to the destructive effects of climatic 
phenomena such as powerful hurricanes, pro-
longed droughts, and intense rains and, recently, 
an unusual tornado in the capital city. 

Added to this are the effects of the longest eco-
nomic, commercial and financial blockade ever 
imposed by the Government of the United States, 
the expression of a policy devoid of legality and le-
gitimacy intensified by the current administration 
through the enforcement of the extraterritorial ti-
tles of the Helms-Burton Act, which had remained 
in suspension up to the present.

Cuba has survived and developed
However, Cuba has survived and developed 

thanks to the resilience of its people and the strat-
egies applied by its leadership. As stated by Army 
General Raúl Castro at the central ceremony on the 
60thanniversary of the Revolution in Santiago de 
Cuba, “After 60 years of struggles, sacrifices, ef-
forts and victories we see a free country, indepen-
dent and master of its destiny.” 

In the sphere of food security stands out that 
the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Report on World Food Policy in 2018 lists Cuba in 
the fifth place among the first 14 countries that 
have managed to achieve a sustained reduction of 
the hunger and malnutrition rate for several years.

FOR A DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
IN AGRICULTURE
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Cuba appears among the nations that have 
made the most progress in their food policies with 
equality and is closer to the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 2, with the target of achieving zero 
hunger and malnutrition by 2030 in a world where 
more than 800 million people suffer from hunger. 

This is the result of an adequate distribution 
policy and the equity and social justice prevailing in 
the country. It involves the domestic food produc-
tion and a large import bill that we are compelled 
to reduce by increasing the national output.

Strategy towards 2030
In the Annual Balance of Agriculture held on Feb-

ruary 25, 2019, President Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermú-
dez spoke of vital aspects for the development of 
the sector, such as achieving food sovereignty, pro-
duction chains, municipal self-sufficiency, scientific 
research, increased exports and substitution of im-
ports, and the revival of some important produc-
tions, among other issues.

To achieve this, the Cuban agricultural sector 
has elaborated its Development Strategy for 2030, 
which establishes the following priorities: 

- To export, substitute imports, satisfy the do-
mestic demand, develop the infrastructure, the 
rational and sustainable use of natural resources 
and the development of productive forces, includ-
ing the introduction of science, technology and in-
novation. 



Cuban Economy

- To enforce programs to increase national pro-
ductions, granting relevance to animal feeding be-
cause of the high volume of imports it demands; 
the recovery of bovine cattle, greatly impaired 
during the Special Period; the production of small-
er cattle in order to ensure no less than five kilos 
per person of these kinds of meat with the effort 
of municipal producers; to retake the production 
of fattened chickens with foreign investment proj-
ects, as well as the technological modernization of 
the egg production to achieve greater efficiency. 

- To increase a more efficient pork production, 
given its high domestic demand. 

- To increase traditional exports such as tobacco, 
honey, citrus products, coffee, cocoa and others, 
as well as to produce and increase new exportable 
funds such as charcoal and some others with grow-
ing demand in the international market.

- To satisfy the demand for high quality agricul-
tural products that are being supplied to the grow-
ing tourism in the country, including cruisers. 

- To advance in the creation of productive ag-
ricultural poles throughout the country, comple-
mented by urban, suburban and family agriculture, 
which will contribute to scale the technologies, as-
sure the logistics and specialize the producers.

- To increase productions that have been essen-
tially experimental up to now such as chickpea, 
the industrialization of coconut and avocado, the 
breeding of ducks, turkeys, pheasants and quails, 
and the production of phyto-pharmaceuticals for 
veterinary use. 

The collection activity, an organization that is 
part of the agricultural value chain, is being per-
fected. Important financial resources have been 
invested in it and the status of Superior Organiza-
tion of Business Direction of the Collection Union 
has been ratified.

Work is being developed on a sugar cane pro-
gram because of the importance of this sector 
for the sugar production, the creation of export 
funds, production of by-products (including those 
destined for animal feed), as well as its contribu-
tion to the power generation with renewable en-
ergy through an extensive bioelectric construction 
program. 

Progress is being made in the transformation of 
the Cuban food industry with investments in the 
technological improvement of the dairy and meat 
canning industry. Projects are being implemented 
with foreign investment in this important sector of 
Cuban agroindustry. The local self-sufficiency pro-
gram is reinforced with the assembly and start-up 
of mini- and micro-industries at municipal level.

International cooperation
These development projects require interna-

tional cooperation with external financing sources 
through credits, collaborative projects or direct 
foreign investment. In the latter, the agricultural 
sector is currently working on 61 projects, 28 of 
which have an identified partner and 14 have ap-
proved negotiating directives, while others are be-
ing negotiated. 
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Cuban Economy

Under Foreign Investment Law No. 118 of 2014, 
the agro-industrial and food system is open to mu-
tually advantageous business offers.

Fiagrop Diversification
The International Agricultural Fair of Havana 

(Fiagrop), the most important fair of the Cuban 
agro-food sector, will not lose its original character 
as a livestock festival. Part of it will be dedicated 
to promoting the recovery of bovine livestock, 
the sector most severely damaged by the Special 
Period and the one with the slowest recovery. But 
not only livestock will be present. The Fair has been 
transformed for several years, and more and more 
progress is being made in the diversification of its 
contents in order to exhibit products and technol-
ogies from different programs of the Cuban agri-
food sector, including the food industry, the Sugar 
Business Group, all business groups of the agricul-
tural system and its integrated companies, as well 
as from agricultural cooperatives with various pro-
duction profiles and from individual producers. 

Source: Inaugural speech by the Vice Minister of 
Agriculture, José Miguel Rodríguez de Armas at the 
opening of the 22nd International Agricultural Fair 
of Havana (Fiagrop 2019), March18, 2019.
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA
(January to April / 2019)

UEB Batalla de las Guásimas Attention to Agri-
cultural Producers 
Osde Azcuba 
Address: Batey San Carlos no.1, Batalla, Vertientes, 
Camagüey, Cuba
Tel: (53) 43376233 / 43376353 / 43376346
Email: kirenia.naranjo@batalla.azcuba.cu / jour-
dain@batalla.azcuba.cu 
Social purpose: To produce and wholesale market 
sugars and honey, derivatives, by-products such 
as ash, cachaza, bagasse, crop residues and others 
from agriculture.

Medical Services Branch Cienfuegos - SMC S.A. 
Cienfuegos
Ministry of Public Health
Address: Avenida 10 no. 3705 e/ 37 y 39, Cienfuegos, 
Cuba
Tel: (53) 43551623
E-mail: direccion@smc.cfg.sld.cu / comercial@smc.
cfg.sld.cu
Social Purpose: To market and provide health care 
medical services, teachers, academics and profes-
sionals related to this branch.

Sierra Maestra Science, Technology and Innova-
tion Company - Ecti Sierra Maestra
Council of Ministers
Address: Calle 230 no. 902 esq. a 9.na, Playa, La Ha-
bana, Cuba
Tel: (53) 72724535
Email: miguelj@cenia.inf.cu / tauro@infomed.sld.
cu / mariacp@infomed.sld.cu
Social purpose: To ensure that the results of experi-
ments developed from the use of plants and seeds 
of high protein value are generalized; to elaborate 
and propose the necessary regulations for the ex-
ecution of the projects.

Camagüey Medical Services Branch - SMC S.A. 
Camagüey
Ministry of Public Health
Address: Carretera Central Oeste no. 305 A, Ca-
magüey, Cuba
Tel: (53) 32292394 / 32288721
E-mail: smc.cmw@infomed.sld.cu / comercialsmc.
cmw@infomed.sld.cu
Social Purpose: To market and provide medical ser-
vices, health care, teachers, academics and health 
professionals abroad and in Cuba.

Glucose, Starch and Corn Derivatives Produc-
ing and Trading Company - Gydema
Ministry of Agriculture
Address: Zona Industrial 2, Reparto Griffo, Cien-
fuegos, Cuba
Tel: (53) 435122909
Email: dir.negocio@gydema.labiofam.cu / 
jg.negocio@gydema.labiofam.cu
Social purpose: To produce and market glucose, 
starch and corn derivatives.

América Libre Agro-Industrial Enterprise - EAAL 
Santiago de Cuba
Ministry of Agriculture
Address: Calle 24 no. 6 e/ 13 y Carretera Central, 
Frank País, Contramaestre, Santiago de Cuba, Cuba
E-mail: dir.general@eaal.scu.minag.cu / dir.pto-
mando@eaal.scu.minag.cu / dir.economico@eaal.
minag.cu
Social Purpose: To produce and wholesale citrus 
fruits, canned fruits, vegetables, viands, cereals, 
grains, flowers and charcoal.

Comital Joint Venture - Comital S.A.
Ministry of Food Industry
Address: Avenida Cojímar y Rotonda Cojímar, Ha-
bana del Este, La Habana, Cuba
Tel: (53) 52162081 / 52162082
E-mail: comital@coralsa.com.cu
Social purpose: Production and marketing of fresh, 
stuffed and frozen pasta.



50

FO
RE

IG
N

 T
RA

D
E

Information Technology Company - ETI
Osde BioCubaFarma
Address: Calle 18 no. 4310 e/ 43 y 47, Playa, La Ha-
bana, Cuba
Tel: (53) 72091649 / 72152122
E-mail: raulito@eti.biocibafarma.cu / dllano@eti.
biocibafarma.cu / adail@eti.biocibafarma.cu
Social purpose: To provide integral and general ser-
vices associated with technology in engineering, 
technical projects, including the supply of informa-
tion technology, automation and telecommunica-
tions.

BioCubaFarma Employment company- Capital
Osde BioCubaFarma
Address: Avenida 25 no. 15813 e/ 158 y 190, Reparto 
Cubanacán Playa, La Habana, Cuba
Tel: (53) 72083901 / 72083905
E-mail: mara@capital.biocubafarma.cu / eyleen@
capital.biocubafarma.cu / lidice@capital.biocuba-
farma.cu
Social Purpose: To provide services for the provi-
sion of skilled labor, advice and management of hu-
man capital, and migratory procedures to foreign-
ers authorized by law.

Camagüey Porcine Company 
Ministry of Agriculture
Address: Calle 3.ra e/ 2.da y Avenida Finalay, Repar-
to Puerto Príncipe, Camagüey, Cuba
Tel: (53) 32266112 / 32262340 / 32280199 ext. 102
Email: director@p9.cm.geg.cu
Social purpose: Marketing of pigs, pork, pig by-
products; animal feed, inputs, biofertilizers and 
semen.

Mayabeque Legal Consultancy  Enterprise - Em-
presconsul Mayabeque
Council of the Provincial Administration Maya-
beque 
Address: Carretera Managuaco km 1 ½, San José de 
las Lajas, Mayabeque, Cuba
Tel: (53) 478471695 / 47847696
E-mail: brianfundora@nauta.cu / diana94@nauta.
cu / empresconsul@gmail.com
Social purpose: To provide legal assistance and ad-
vice to legal entities.



The Chamber Today

A Cuban delegation headed by Rubén Ramos Arrieta, vice-president of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
Republic of Cuba, participated last March in the Panama Trade Exposition (Expocomer). The delegation 

was made up of representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment and 30 enterprises 
from the academic services, culture, industry, education, agrifood and health sectors, among others. The 
first meeting of the Cuba-Panama Business Committee was held in the context of this visit, including the 
signing of an action plan for the period 2019-2020.

PANAMA TRADE EXPOSITION
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The Chamber Today

MISSION TO VIETNAM

A Cuban business mission headed by Omar Fernández Jiménez, Secretary General of the Chamber of Com-
merce visited Vietnam from April 2 to 14. A seminar to promote Cuban products (biotechnology and 

pharmaceuticals, rum, and leisure and cultural services) took place in Ho Chi Minh City, followed by a work 
session with the Center for the Promotion of Investment and Trade (ITPC) of that city. A meeting was held 
with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Vietnam as well as the 8th Session of the Cuban-Vietnam 
Business Committee. The delegation also participated in Expo Vietnam, where Cuban export products were 
promoted.
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CUBA-VIETNAM BUSINESS FORUM
The Chamber Today

The Business Forum held in Havana last May promoted the objectives included in the 2019-2022 Action Plan 
of the Bilateral Business Committee on investment opportunities in the Island. Orlando Hernandez Gui-

llén, president of the Chamber of Commerce of Cuba explained the current context of the economic, com-
mercial and financial blockade imposed on Cuba by the United States, worsened with the activation of Title III 
of the Helms-Burton Law, and confirmed the validity of Law 80 and the support to the Vietnamese investors.
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PRESIDENT OF THE CHAMBER VISITS MEXICO

The Chamber Today

In response to the invitation extended by the President of the Mexico-Cuba  Business Committee, Jaime 
Torres, the President of the Chamber of Commerce, Orlando Hernández Guillén, visited Mexico to promote 

the participation of that country in the Expocaribe Fair, that will include in its agenda the celebration of the 
twentieth session of the Business Committee. During the visit, the broad support of the business sector of 
the states of Yucatán and Campeche became evident, and was expressed mainly in their intention to partici-
pate as exhibitors in the Fair. To this end, meetings were held with authorities from those states and the city 
of Mérida, as well as business forums in which the illegal and extraterritorial nature of the Helms Burton Act 
and the guarantees offered by the Cuban laws to foreign investors were explained.
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